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The Department of Overseas Trade (Development & Intelligence). 


Head Office— 


85, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, 
Telephone No.: Vietoria 9040, 


Telegraphic Address: ‘ Advantage, Vic, London.” 
Cope: A.B.C. (5th Epition). 


City Office— 
78, Basinghall Street, London, £.C. 2, 


Telephone No.: London Wall 4713. 
Telegraphie Address: ‘Advantage, Stock, London.” 


FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION, 7-11, Old Bailey, E.C.4. Telephone: City 1866. 





A CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION. 
Assistance to British Traders. 


Through the wide ramifications of its overseas intelligence 
service the Department of Overseas Trade receives a constant 
flow of valuable information from all important overseas markets, 
covering all commercial subjects of interest to British traders 
engaged in trade. This information is collated ind is 
sent to any British trader likely to be interested. 

Special enquiries are instituted in response to direct requests 
for information, if such informaton is not already in the possession 
of the Department. 

As indicating the nature of the information which the Depart- 
ment is in a position to supply, mention may be made of the 
following :—Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender, and 
other openings for British trade; existing and probable future 
demand for specific lines of British goods ; the extent and nature 
of competition and the best methods of meeting it ; usual methods 
of business, terms of credit, payment, etc.; agency conditions ; 
Customs Regulations and Tariffs; Regulations covering Commer- 
cial Travellers, Certificates of Origin, etc., sources of supply, 
prices, etc., of trade products; Shipping and Transport, etc. The 
Department also supplies lists of names of likely importers of 
British goods or of firms or individuals considered suitable to act 
as representatives or agents of British firms. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY. 

The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as possible 
with the commercial community in its efforts to rebuild and, 
where feasible, to increase its pre-war export trade. Officers of 
the Department, both from Overseas and from Headquarters, 
visit periodically Chambers of Commerce in the industrial centres 
of the Kingdom, in order to keep in close touch with business 
men. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. _ 

For a trader successfully to compete in foreign markets, it is 
necessary that he should know the goods which competitors are 
offering. The Department has, therefore, formed a very exten- 
sive collection, which is being constantly increased, of samples of 
foreign competitive goods and commercial products. Over 70,000 
such samples are now available for inspection by British traders 





at the Department’s Showrooms, 7 to 11, Old Bailey, E.C. Adver. 
tising plays a large part in export, as in home trade, and the 
Department has collected over 16,000 foreign trade catalogues 
(including German and Austrian) which may also be inspected at 
the above address. The collection has been efficiently indexed 
under both Articles of Manufacture and Names of Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 

Representatives of Lritish firms when travelling abroad can 
obtain much valuable information from a man who is in close 
daily contact with the commercial life of the country concerned. 
British firms shovld, therefore, instruct their travelling 
representatives to call upon Commercial Diplomatic 
Officers in foreign countries, or H.M. Trade Commissioners in 
the countries of the Empire, who will give them first-hand 
unbiassed information, and will do all in their power to assist 
them in their business. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The Department organises Fairs and Exhibitions at which 
British traders have the opportunity of displaying their goods 
before buyers of al! nations. At the best-known of these Fairs— 
the British Industries Fair—held during February and March of 
1920, British manufacturers are estimated to have taken orders 
amounting to over £10,000,000. 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

One of the most important services rendered by the Department 
is the supply of confidentia] information regarding trade openings 
and other matters likely to be of interest to manufacturers and 
merchants. This is done chiefly by means of the Special Register, 
concerning which details are given below. | 


APPLICATIONS. 

Any British trader desiring business information regarding 
conditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific point, or 
who desires to take advantage in any way of the facilities offered, 
should communicate with or apply to:— Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 





OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRADE IN 


OVERSEAS MARKETS. 


The Department’s Special Register Service. 


The trader who has at his command a sure and prompt supply 
of information concerning possible developments in_ countries 
abroad, or any other specific openings for British trade, is in an 
immeasurably more favourable position for securing business 
than he who depends for his information upon publication of 
the news. The one receives a considerable start in the com- 
petitive race, while the other sufiers a handicap which, in very 
many cases, practically nullifies his chances of securing the 
business. 

Information of this kind is reaching the Department of Over- 
seas Trade in increasing volume from its commercia] representa- 
tives who are now stationed in every important market abroad. 
British firms wishing to make sure of receiving information of 
interest to them should enrol themselves on the Special Register 
of the Department. 

Publicity is, of course, given in the “Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
or in the Trade Press to many of the reports received by the 
Department. A great mass of the information coming to the De- 
partment cannot, however, be so treated because of its confidential 
or semi-confidential character. When a report relates to a 
specific opening for trade or to some other matter upon -vhich 
it is desirable that British firms should have advance informa- 
tion, it is sent by means of the Special Register Service to all 
those firms to which it is likely to be of interest. 

The Special Register comprises, at present, the names of some 
3,500 British firms, manufacturing or dealing in British goods. 
These firms are grouped and classified according to both the 
nature of the goods and the markets in which they are interested, 
thus facilitating the despatch of relative information and avoiding 
as far as possible the receipt of particulars which are of no 
interest tothem. At the same time it is thought desirable to send 
the firms too much rather than too little so as to ensure that they 
get all news which is of use to them. & 

The fee for admission to the Special Register is £2 4s. 6d. per 
annum and, in return for this subscription, the firms who have 
enrolled themselves not only get the “Board of Trade Journal ’”’ 
every week, but they are assured of obtaining promptly, by 
means of the Special Register Series of confidential circulars, 
every report or item of news likely to concern them. Sometimes 
these reports contain advance information which subsequently 
becomes generalty known. Frequently they contain information 
which it is des‘red to keep confidential, so that British firms may 
reap full benefit from it. 








AMOUNT OF INFORMATION SUPPLIED. 

The amount of information supplied to the various trades 
naturally differs, but some idea of the aggregate volume of in- 
formation disseminated through this Service may be gained when 
it is stated that the average number of Special Register oiroulars 
distributed during a quarter ranges between 300 and 400 


VALUE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED. 

It is obviously impossible to measure in pounds, shillings and 
pence, the value to British firms of the information thus 
received. In cases where business results, the actual value of the 
transaction in question may be great or small, but there is ample 
evidence that long-lasting and profitable business connexions 
frequently owe their inception to an initial transaction due to 
information received through this Service. 

Were it desirable to do so, a large number of cases could be 
cited in which useful and valuable business has resulted from 
action taken by British firms on information sent to them through 
the Special Register Service. 


QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Any United Kingdom firm engaged in the export trade supply- 
ing goods solely or mainly of United Kingdom production is 
eligible for admission to the Special Register. 

The Register is not open to non-British Traders. 

As stated above, the fee for admission to the Register is 
£2 4s. 6d. per annum, which includes the annual subscription 
to the “Board of Trade Journal.”’ 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included on 
the Special Register should communicate with the Comptroller- 
General, Department of Overseas Trade (Development ard 
Intetligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London. S.W.1. 

HANDBOOK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 

TRADE 

The officers of the Department not infrequently come into 
contact with British traders who are unaware, or not fully 
aware, of the information and assistance which the Department 
can supply to them. For this reason a Handbook has been 
prepared which gives particulars as to the organisation of the 
Department at home and abroad and as to the various ways 10 
which the Department can help British export trade. Copies of 
the Handbook can be obtained, free of charge, on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and_ Intelli- 
gence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT. 











Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 12th February are 


given below. 


The output of coal for the week ended 12th February 
was 4,345,400 tons, against 4,418,200 tons in the pre- 


vious week. 


output was 4,897,311 tons. 


For the corresponding week in 1920 the 














99nd Jan. 29th Jan. 5Sth Feb. 12th Feb 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 217,900 220,700 188,300 190,100 
Durham 627,800 649,900 620,300 600,100 
Yorkshire - - 796,700 802,400 758,600 756,300 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales .. 449,700 434,500 428,700 415,900 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester 626,600 996,500 574,100 587,200 
Stafford, Shropshire, 
Warwick, Worcester 379,900 364,900 363,200 360,€09 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire - 782,700 765,600 724,700 696,400 
Other English Districts 104,900 103,900 98,100 92,300 
Scotland _.. a 705,400 668,300 662,200 646,500 
Total 4,691,600 4,606,700 4,418,200 4,345,400 











FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 14th 
February, 1920, is given below:— 


1920. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 

February 21st 4,855,845 August 28th ... 4,590,600 
February 28th 4,835,928 September 4th 4,750,900 
March 6th ...... 4,852,427 September 11th 4,606,800 
March 18th... 4,900,640 September 18th 4,692,900 
March 20th... 4,872,642 September 25th 4,834,000 
March 27th . 4,879,192 October 2nd ... 4,702,800 
April 3rd_...... 3,979,747 October 9th ... 4,713,100 
April 10th ...... 3,337,793 October 16th ... 4,611,600 
Apri 17th ...... 4,833,072 October 23rd ... 12,500 
April 24th ...... 4,989,666 October 30th ... 4,100 
BAO BGG ...000008 4,564,564 November 6th 756,300 
May 8th ......... 4,674,302 November 13th 4,775,600 
May 15th ...... 4,860,668 November 2Cth 5,210,700 
May 22nd ...... 4,830,707 November 27th 5,176,500 
May 29th ...... 3,199,947 December 4th 5,176,200 
June 5th ...... 4,718,183 December 11th .5,205,400 
June 12th ...... 4,769,824 December 18th 5,307,000 
June 19th ...... 4,873,737 December 25th 4,541,600 
June 26th ...... 4,685,524 

i, er 4,734,651 1921. 

July 10th... 4,676,328 January Ist... 3,263,100 
July 17th ....... 4,665,546 January 8th ... 4,344,560 
July 24th ...... 4,284,419 January 15th ... 4,897,700 


July 31st 4,565,200 
August 7th ...... 3,086,700 
August 14th ... 4,595,200 


January 22nd ... 4,691,600 
January 29th ... 4,606,700 
February 5th ... 4,418,200 


*eeeeve 





August 21st ... 4,697,200 February 12th 4,345,400 
OUTPUT FOR FOUR QUARTERS, 1920. 


We give below the figures of coal output for the 
four quarters of the past year, and the average number 
of persons employed during each quarter :— 








Output Average number of 

Quarter ended, in tons. persons employed. 
31st March, 1920 ...... §2,103,000 ... 1,188,500 
30th June, 1920 ...... 58,166,000 1,200,300 
30th September, 1920 59,251,000 1,207,800 
31st December, 1920 49,775,000 1,220,700 
ae 229 295,000 1,204,300 





PITHEAD PRICES TO BE DE-CONTROLLED. 

Under an Order of the Department of Mines, dated 
14th February, the directions published on 25th 
August, 1920, regulating the maximum pit-head prices 
of eoal for home consumption and for bunkering, will 
be cancelled as from Ist March next, 


_————— 
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_ year have been examined and collated. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





PROFITS OF THE COAL INDUSTRY. 


Mr. Bridgeman, Secretary for Mines, has stated jn 
a written reply to questions in the House of Commons 
that ‘* The aggregated profits of the coal mining industry 
(after deduction of owners’ standard profits and certain 
statutory’ charges) are estimated to have slightly 
exceeded £20,000,000 for the period 1st April, 1919, to 
30th September, 1920. It is impossible to give a later 
estimate until the returns for the last quarter of last 
It is certainly 
true that any credit balance that remains is being rapidly 
dirminished by the present depression in the industry.”’ 





COAL PRICES IN LONDON. 

The Board of Trade have approved, under Section 1, 
Sub-section (1) of the Profiteering (Amendment) Act, 
1920, a Scheme submitted by the London Coal Com- 
mittee for maximum retail prices of coal and coke jn 
the London area. 

The scheme, together with the Report of the Sub- 
Committee of the Standing Committees on the Inves. 
tigation of Prices and Trusts which has recommended 
its adoption, will be published as soon as possible. The 
scheme follows very closely the general lines of the 
Household Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918, and the 
prices and charges now approved (which, pending 
official approval have been in operation for some 
months) are based on those in force just before control 
terminated in June, 1920, subject to such modifica- 
tions as have been necessitated by certain subsequent 
increases in the costs of bringing coal to London. 

It is to be noted that the prices approved are not 
fixed, but maximum prices; they are based on the 
maximum pit head prices under the Mining Industry 
Act, 1920, and will be liable to variation in the event 
of variations in these prices or in the cost of transport. 
The Board of Trade in approving the scheme makes the 
reservation that if at any time in the Board’s opinion 
there is cause to think that for any reason the charges 
provided for in the scheme should be modified the 
Board may require the scheme to be modified accord- 
ingly, and that any necessary variations due to an 
alteration in the pit head prices or in cost of transport 
shall be notified to and approved by the Board of Trade. 

Any person who considers that he is charged a price 
for cecal or coke to which this scheme relates in excess 
of that allowed by or under the scheme should lodge 
a complaint with the Clerk of the Profiteering Act 
Local Committee for the district in which the trans- 
action took place. 


-EMPIRE COTTON GROWING. 


PRELIMINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A preliminary meeting of the members nominated to 
serve on the Administrative Council of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation was held in Manchester on 
Monday, when Mr. J. W. McConnel, Chairman of the 
Fine Cotton Spinners’ and Doublers’ Association, was 
elected Chairman. It was announced that the assent of 
the owners of approximately 75 per cent. of the spinning 
spindles in the United Kingdom had been obtained to 
the proposed levy of 6d. per bale of 590 Ib. on all raw 
cotton used in the country, the proceeds of which levy 
would be devoted to the purposes of the Corporation. 

The Liverpool and Manchester Cotton Associations 
have agreed to recommend to their members the intro- 
duction of a by-law enabling them to add this charge 
to their invoices when the assent of the owners of at 
least 90 per cent. of the spindles in the country is 
assured. Steps were therefore discussed for complet- 
ing the levy, and it was decided to form a small sub- 
committee to approach those firms that had not yet 
replied to the Commiitee’s enquiry as to their szree- 
ment. It is hoped by this means that the required per- 
centage may be obtained at an early date. 

It was also announced that as soon as the Corpora- 
tion was constituted under Royal Charter, the Empire 
Cotton Growing Committee, who had reported in favour 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





of the formation of a permanent body such as the Cor- 


poration, 


would recommend to the Council that Sir 


James Currie, K.B.E., C.M.G., should be appointed 
Director, and Colonel C. N. French, C.M.G., Assistant 


Director. 
Sir James Currie 


is at present Controller of the 


Industrial Training Department, Ministry of Labour, 
and was formerly for many years Principal of the 
Gordon College, Khartoum, and Director of Education 


in the Sudan. 


Colonel French has had extensive African experience, 
and during the War he was in charge of the Co-ordinat- 
ing Section of the Military Intelligence Department of 
the War Office, while later he acted as Chief Political 
Officer to Lord Allenby in the Near Kast. 





IMPORTS OF GERMAN GOODS. 

Sir Philip Lloyd-Greame, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board of Trade, in reply to questions in the House 
of Commons, issued on Monday with the “ Official 
Report ’’ the following table of imports of German 
ooods during the quarters ended 380th September, 1920, 





and 81st December, 1920 :— 


—_———— 





| ) 























Quarter ended Quarter ended 
30th September, 3ist December, 
Article and Unit of 1920. 1920. 
Quantity. : : 
Quantity; Value. (Quantity) Value 
| 
| | £ | £ 
Apples, raw ewt.| 6,286 | 14,339) 23,898 43,441 
Hops - “ a 9 456 | 6,998 | 4,120 63,251 
Sugar, unrefined .. ,, | 3,670 | 11,927 | 14,146 240,432 
Flax... .. tons | 8} 2,440 | 132 -32,.795 
Seeds (agricultural and | | 
horticultural) other than | | | 
oil seeds .. . ewt.| 1,836 | 9,359 5,95] 30,117 
Earthenware—Jet, Rock- | | | 
ingham, ete. . ewt. | 8413 | 42,114) 13,368 63,013 
Glassware, illuminating, | 15,468 , 76,849 | 10,651 105,520 
Glass bottles , ..| 87,616 , 126,873 | 113,308 164,430 
Steel bars, rods, angles, | | 
shapes and sections tons: 162 6,866 | 1,276 43,785 
Iron or steel tubes, pipes’ | | 
and fittings . tons | 599 | 29,546 | 1,066 47,012 
Enamelled hollow-ware,) | 
domestic . tons 604 | 67,777! = 1,071 98,387 
Copper in bars, blocks, ete..,| | | | 
electrolytic . tons | 203 [ 22,023 | 1,416 143,386 
lead, pig .. .. 4 | 1,762 | 66,873, 8,884 136,251 
Zinc, crude 2 » | 1,644 | 67,356 7,671 314,612 
Machinery for printing, | | 
bookbinding, ete. tons | 125 | 24,556 | 206 33,615 
Cotton manutactures— | 
Smallwares : — | 41,241 — 58,264 
Woollen and worsted | 
tissues ewt. 534 | 40,755 | 89] 56,624 
Jute piece- goods » | 4,439 | 27,788 | 6,727) 33,698 
Cotton gloves doz. prs. | 22,024 37,345) 37,168 = 50,055 
Potassium nitrate .. ecwt. | 24) | 702 | 16,128 38,340 
Silver nitrate“ .. Ib. | 13,9384 | 26,999 | 29,475 52,876 
Dyes and dyestuffs ob- | 
tained from coaltar ewt.) 23,732 | 1,010,546 | 59,366) 3,041,798 
leather, dressed, japanned,| | | 
enamelled, ete. .. cwt. | 104 | 17,727 164 | 27,461 
Motor car parts and acces-| 
sories (except chassis) . a wm | 48,793 — 74,180 
Toys and games not of! | 
rubber or leather | — | 304,557 -—— 485,337 








EXPORT CREDITS SCHEME APPLIED TO 


AUSTRIA. 

Under a Board of Trade Order, dated 17th February, 
Austria has been added to the Schedule of countries to 
which the Overseas ‘Trade (Credits jand Insurance) 


Act, 1920, shall apply. 





STEAMERS USING OIL FUEL. 





PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE. 

The Departmental Committee appointed to advise 
the Board of Trade as to the conditions that should 
bs complied with in order to prevent danger of fire 
in the case of passenger ships burning oil fuel, and the 
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precautions, if any, necessary in the case of oil fuel 
with the flash point as low as 150 deg. F., strongly 
recommended that :— 

‘* There should also be provided a suitable installa- 
tion capable of discharging froth in large quantity 
into each boiler room, and so arranged that it may 
be put into action from outside the space affected.”’ 
The Marine Department of the Board have received 

a report describing the successful use of froth in 
extinguishing a fire which occurred recently in the 
stokehold ot a vessel burning oil fuel, and attention is 
drawn (1) to the effectiveness of the froth as an 
extinguisher of fires of burning oil, and (2) to the 
practical hints regarding the use of this particular 
medium in ease of fire. We give below extracts from 
this Report :— 

Water hoses were used at first, but were quite ineffective. 
The plan worked on was to wash all the burning oil, etc., 
gradually up into one corner where it could be smothered. 
The oil, however, ran back past the water barrage and 
repeatedly spread again. When the Fire Brigade arrived 
from headquarters with the cylinders containing the in- 
gredient for forming the froth or foam, great difficulty was 
experienced in getting near the fire, but eventually the plan 
of lifting a platform plate, somewhat remote from the fire, 
was followed. The froth or foam was then discharged at that 
spot, and, spreading over the surfaces, gradually put out the 
main fire, the corners and isolated places being dealt with by 
playing the mixture directly on tothem. The Superintendent 
expressed his satisfaction with the effectiveness of this form 
of extinguishing medium, which the Brigade has been using 
for a considerable period. His experience leads to the con- 
clusion that the mixture used must be carefully made. At 
first the liquid supplied to him was too thin, and, while effec- 
tive on the horizontal surfaces, it was useless on vertical 
surfaces, as it ran off too quickly, leaving no coating to put 
out fire or prevent ignition. On the other hand, the tendency 
now seems to be to make the mixture too thick. The Super- 
intendent states that he finds the thick mixture has a 
tendency to bank up, so that while absolutely effective in 
putting the fire out at the spot where it is deposited, it is 
very slow to spread and so ineffective. He advocates a 
mixture of medium stiffness as suitable for every kind of 
emergency. 

His account of the use to which this type of fire 
extinguisher has been applied is very instructive. For 
instance, the mixture can be used to dam up flowing oil on 
fire and so prevent the spreading of flames. He considers 
that the tanks should be of two sizes; about 2 gallons for 
instant use and kept in handy places about buildings or ships, 
and a larger size for serious outbreak. He also advocates the 
fitting of hose and conductor connections, as the fixed nozzles 
on the cylinders are found inconvenient for directing the 
liquid into awkward corners. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


DIPLOMATIC 

Unuauay. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
“Journal ’’ of 23rd October, 1919, relating to the 
appointment of Captain Eric C. Buxton as Com- 
mercial Secretary (Grade 3) for the Argentine Republic, 
it is now announced that this Officer has been promoted 
to fill the newly established post of Commercial Secre- 
tary (Grade 2) for Uruguay, 

Captain Buxton has resided about twenty years in 
Argentina, where he was first employed by a British 
firm of financial] and estate agents in Buenos Aires, and 
was later established at Rosario, where he held the 
agencies of various British firms. In May, 1915, he 
proceeded to England and obtained a commission in the 
Army. After rendering service in France he was sent 
to Spain, Portugal, and Tunisia, in connection with the 
Directorate of Supplies. 

A further announcement will appear in the 
‘* Journal ’’ when Captain Buxton hag proceeded to 
Montevideo. 








COMMERCIAL APPOINTMENT. 





CATALOGUES FOR AMSTERDAM. 
H.M. Consul-General at Amsterdam reports that a 
catalogue reference library is being formed at the Con- 
sulate, and that he would be glad to receive copies of 
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United Kingdom firms’ catalogues for filing and for use 
in dealing with enquiries as to suppliers of British goods. 

Catalogues should be addressed direct to:—His 
Britannic Maesty’s Consul-General, British Consulate- 
General, Amsterdam. Senders are asked to kindly 
notify the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1, of their action. 

Parcel postage rates to Holland are as follows:—Not 
over 3 lb., 10d.; over 3 lb. but not over 7 lb., 1s. 2d.; 
over 7 lb. but not over 11 lb., 1s. 6d. 





IRRIGATION POSSIBILITIES IN BRITISH 
HONDURAS. 


A recent despatch from the Officer in Charge of H.M. 
Trade Commissioner’s Office at Trinidad states that there 
is a great need for simple irrigation apparatus in British 
Honduras in connection with the rice growing industry 
of that colony, the development of which is being encour- 
aged by an agricultural expert sent from England. This 
would seem to indicate openings for certain types of 
machinery of British manufacture, and it appears likely 
that a firm of engineers who could send out an expert to 
investigate openings, and at the same time to advise 
estate owners and others on this subject, would be amply 
remunerated by the orders obtained. ‘They would also 
be assured of every possible assistance by the Colonial 
Government, who have recently made efforts in various 
directions to enlist interest. in the needs of the colony. 

The use of electricity ig at present entirely unknown in 
the country districts, as is also the use of water power. 
Windmill pumps are used extensively at the small sugar 
mills. It is the considered opinion of an engineer who 
has recently visited the colony that the possibility of 
using water power either through the medium of elec- 
tricity or otherwise is deserving of careful enquiry. The 
rivers of British Hondurag north of Belize are deep 
and slow running, and could not be used for that purpose, 
but the southern rivers are fast in their upper reaches 
and there are considerable waterfalls and rapids. 





RAW MATERIALS EXPORTED TO 
AUSTRIA. 


The British Commercia! Commissioner at H.M. Lega- 
tion, Vienna, has forwarded copies and translation of a 
Decree of 16th July, 1920, which secures foreigners’ 
property in raw materials exported to Austria for use in 
‘* Veredlungsverkehr ’’ (improvement traffic). 

A copy of the Decree and translation may be inspected 
by United Kingdom exporters of raw materials who have 
contracted with Austrian importers, and by other persons 
interested, on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 





LOCOMOTIVES ON ROUMANIAN STATE 
RAILROADS. 


A despatch hag been received from the Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Legation at Bucharest transmitting 
a translation of a Decree dated 26th January, which 
authorises the Roumanian Minister of Communications 
to make contracts along the lines indicated in the 
pro forma agreement, of whch a translation has also 
been received. These agreements are to be made 
between national or local authorities and private firms 
who either pay for locomotives acquired by the Railroad 
Administration, or themselves purchase locomotives of 
types to be approved by the Railroad Administration. 

The agreements will give to the firms advancing the 
necessary sums, or purchasing directly such locomotives, 
the right to run the locomotives for the purpose of trans- 
porting their own goods, or goods purchased by them in 
the course of business. The necessary rolling stock is 
to be placed at the disposal of the firms supplying the 
locomotives and the trains will be run on a fast goods 
schedule, but contracting firms are to debit themselves 
with the ordinary transportation charges,and are entitled 
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to keep the locomotives at their own disposal until the 
sum of these ordinary transportation charges covers the 
sums disbursed by them for the purchase of the 
locomotives. . 

The pro forma agreement is not very clearly drawn, 
but it would seem that under its clauses the firms 
advancing the necessary money or purchasing the logo. 
motives will have the right to charge interest on the 
sums advanced. 

The rights thus acquired by the contracting firms of 
controlling the services of locomotives running on the 
State Railroads for the purpose of conducting their 
own transport of manufactured goods or merchandise 
during the time it will take to effect repayment to them. 
selves of the moneys advanced, seems to be a valuable 
privilege and one of which United Kingdom interests 
might care to avail themselves. 

Ccpies of the translation of the Decree and of the 
pro forma agreement referred to above can be inspected 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 








NEED OF REPRESENTATION IN THE 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Acting Consul-General at Buenos Aires em. 
phasises the importance of actual representation by | 
agents on the spot for United Kingdom firms wishing to | 
enter or maintain their position in this market. In com. | 
menting on the many admirably produced British 
directories which have been issued since the war, and | 
which furnish excellent facilities for advertising in | 
South America, he points out that such advertising | 
can only be regarded as supplementary to the work of 
a competent agent. In support of this view he states 
that Argentine firms rarely place orders by correspond- 
ence with firms only known to them by advertisements; 
the bulk of the trade is dune through wholesale houses 
over there, and a minor part only by buyers visiting this 
country. Advertising is in fact a very useful auxiliary 
in keeping United Kingdom names and goods in the 
minds of customers, but is not in itself a means of 
effecting sales. 

United Kingdom firms desirous of appointing agents 
in this market should make application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, giving full particulars as to 
the type cf agent they require and the terms of business 
they propose. 








GERMAN NATIONALS AND PUBLIC UTILITY 
UNDERTAKINGS. 


Under Article 260 of the Treaty of Peace the German 
Government may be required to surrender any rights and 
interests of German nationals in any public utility under- 
taking or in any concession operating in Russia. (includ- 
ing all the territory of the former Russian Empire), 
China, Turkey, Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria, or in 
the possessions or dependencies of these States or in 
any territory formerly belonging to Germany or her 
allies. 

The procedure contemplated is that the German 
Government shall be notified by the Reparation Commis 
sion of such of these rights and interests as any of the 
allied powers desires to acquire on behalf of its nationals, 
and that a price assessed by the Reparation Commission 
shall be credited in the German indemnity account in 
respect of the same rights and interests. The period 
within which the notification must be made to the 
German Government has been extended to 1st April 
next. 

The list of rights and interests furnished by the 
German Government is now available for inspection at 
the Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, and any British 
subjects interested in the matter will be furnished with 
advice as to the conditions upon which any items in the 
list which they might desire to acquire, could be claimed 


by His Majesty’s Government. 
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Special Articles. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


THE GENERAL ECONOMIC SITUATION. 


(Krom Rk. W. Dalion, H.M. Trade Commissioner 
an New Zealand.) 

The present economic situation in New Zealand is 
not without disquieting features. During and since 
the War the Dominion has enjoyed an unprecedented 
prosperity, a prosperity which was so long maintained 
that it hag almost corne to be believed in many quarters 
that its duration might be unlimited. ‘This prosperity 
has resulted in a good deal of extravagance and dis- 
regard of hard economic facts by the great body of 
prcducers and the general public, and it is only within 
the last few months that there has been any disposition 
to believe that prosperity might be followed by 
adversity. Subsequently undue optimism has been 
replaced in many quarters by equally unreasonable 
ressimism, and at the present time the general feeling 
in the Dominion is one of lack of confidence in the 
future. The factors which have brought about the 
present attitude are varied, but the main cause for the 
present anxiety is the restriction of financial accom- 
modation. New Zealand for the past six months has 
been living on income paid in advance. It will be 
remembered that during the War practically the whole 
of New Zealand’s produce was purchased by the Im- 
perial Government, and was paid for in New Zealand as 
it came into store for Imperial Government account. 
When the Imperial purchase stopped (except as regards 
butter) the stores were full of produce which could only 
be cleared gradually over a period of months. As the 
whole of this produce had already been paid for and 
little or no private produce was going forward, the 
income of New Zealand practically stopped, and the 
country had to carry on on what it had already received 
in advance for produce still to be cleared. 

Side by side with this stoppage of income there has 
been witnessed a very remarkable increase in importa- 
tions due to excessive and somewhat thoughtless buy- 
ing in the past year or two. Unfortunately for New 
Zealand these importations have come forward in unex- 
pectedly large quantities, and at a time when the country 
was least able to meet the financial strain caused by 
such arrivals. Thus there have gradually arisen two 
sets of circumstances operating to bring about a financial 
condition which is disturbing at the moment, and which, 
saving an improvement in certain directions, may have 
unfortunate results. Side by side with this is a serious 
reduction in values of wool (one of the most important 
of New Zealand’s products) and an uncertainty as to the 
best means to be adopted to meet this reduction. 


Tut TRADE PosITION. 


The above is a rough summary of the position in 
New Zealand at the close of 1920, and of the factors 
which have operated to bring about this condition. Jn 
elaboration of this summary it may be desirable to 
call closer attention to details so that the position may 
be made clearer. So far as the original trading position 
is concerned, it should be remembered that during the 
War the impossibility of securing deliveries of im- 
ported goods led to a large excess of exports over imports 
and 9. depletion of stocks of imported goods. In the 
five years from 1915 to 1919 inclusive the excess of 
exports over imports was shown by the statistics to be 
as follows :— 








£ 
ED | sikilie sect: antinieag bande 10,020.078 
ED sdcibvibbdsiiscsaimiiiinien 6,947,654 
errr 10,678 ,282 
SD | sdssiahscashennacliabibihinase diene 4,239,553 
RS er ereper ne erenrr 21,963,231 





53,848,798 


In considering these figures, however, it should be 
borne in mind that the actual excess of receipts over 
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expenditure in regard to overseas trade was probably 
not nearly as great as the figures would indicate. The 
Customs value imports at f.o.b. price plus ten per 
cent., and it ig obvious that the actual landed cost of 
gocds during war time and since the Armistice has 
been very much in exccss of the Customs figures. The 
New Zealand ‘‘ Herald ’’ recently calculated from 
various reasoningg that the actual balance in favour of 
New Zealand in the years mentioned was probably from 
£12,000,000 to £15,000.000. 


EXPANSION OF IMpoRTS IN 1920. 


Since the signing of the Armistice New Zealand has 
been feverishly endeavouring to get delivery of goods to 
remedy the shortage of imported goods and to assist 
trading operations at a time when profits were high and 
turn-over rapid. In this endeavour it has been no un- 
common thing for buyers to place orders far in excess 
of their actuai requirements in the hope of receiving 
some proportion of their demands. These orders, too, 
have been placed on a rising market, and at very high 
prices. In the early part of 1920 deliveries began 
to be effected in very large volume, and buyers have 
now found themselves in the position of receiving ship- 
ments of the whole of their large orders when they 
never anticipated more than a small portion coming 
forward. ‘Thus imports in 1920 have shown a pheno- 
menal increase. During the first ten months of 
1920 the total imports amounted to £49,565,896, as 
compared with £25,263.871 in the corresponding period 
of 1919. The exports in the first ten months of 
1920 amounted to only £39,091,475, as compared 
with £47,380,870. Thus the excess of imports over 
exports for the first ten months of last year amounted 
to over £10,000,000, and heavy imports were 
still expected for the next two or three months. In 
considering this figure again it should be remembered 
that for reasons stated above the actual excess of ex- 
penditure over receipts in the overseas trade ig cer- 
tainly much more than the figures show. 


FINANCIAL RESTRICTION. 


Reports of a break in prices in the United Kingdom, 
which reached New Zealand in the middle of June, made 
buyers very uneasy, and a disposition to curtail further 
buying was immediately shown. This has intensified 
since, and in some trades there has practically been no 
new buying for some months. But apart from the atti- 
tude induced by a belief that prices were breaking the 
financial situation has forced a limitation of business. 
Banks in the United Kingdom have been obliged to 
refuse to discount bills except against credits estab- 
lished in London, and at the same time and for the same 
reasons banks here have been obliged to refuse to send 
money home except at heavy cost or at long dates. The 
barking situation, due, of course, to the lack of New 
Zealand produce in England on private account and 
the consequent lack of New Zealand money there, has 
thus had a restraining influence. In view of the heavy 
buying which was going on this is a steadying effect 
which will probably be all to the good. The banking 
situation has had another effect on inward trade in that 
the absolute necessity for keeping a check on things 
has forced the banks here to be very chary of increas- 
ing advances, even to their best customers. The result 
is that in consequence of their heavy commitments in 
the past, and without being able to rely on the help of 
the banks, firms here are finding it extremely difficult, 
and sometimes temporarily impossible, to take up the 
documents for their goods, which are coming forward 
in such quantities. Large quantities of goods are con- 
sequently being left lying in bonded stores until money 
becomes available to release them. In some cases, 
too, every opportunity is being taken to cancel orders, 
sometimes even when the goods are on the water, or 
have actually arrived, and traders are looking for any 
means they can find for securing relief in other ways. 

All thig is, of course, due in the main to tke financial] 
conditions I have referred to, and only partially to -a 
belief in the reports which have been current in ‘New 
Zealand as to the existence of a serious slump in the 
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United Kingdom. Traders generally do not believe in 
‘this slump, and are quite prepared to believe that the ex- 
isting depression is only temporary and may be followed 
by high prices in the present year. At the same time 
there is certainly a feeling of timidity, but this seems to 
be duc chiefly to financial difficulties. There has not been 
evident up to the present very much disposition to cut 
prices. If merchants and traders here can hold out 
through the period of money stringency—which, as I 
have said, ig due to phenomenal conditions—without 
being forced either to cut prices in order to realise funds 
or to press unduly for accounts on the smaller firms, it 
would seem likely that in a few months the position 
here will again have changed very materially. It is not 
unlikely, in view of the extensive reduction of buying 
in the last few months, that there may even be a 
shortage of imported goods on this market in from nine 
to twelve months. The high figures of imports are due 
in an important part to excessively high values and do 
not represent anything like the quantity of goods which 
would have been represented by these figures a few 
years ago. Thig being so, and having regard also to the 
depletion of stocks prior to 1920, it can hardly be said 
that stocks in hand in the Dominion are very heavy. 
Hicu Prices oF LAnp. 


It is by no means easy to sum up the situation as 
far as outward trade from New Zealand is concerned. 
During the War New Zealand has become accustomed 
to prosperity, and the most disquieting feature of the 
situation resulting from this prosperity has been the 
extraordinary increase in the values of land. These 
values have been based on the high prices which were 
obtained during the War for New Zealand's produce, 
and an appreciable reduction in such values may have 
damaging effects for a time unless by artificial means 
such effects can be prevented. It*would be unwise, 
however, to assume that these values are intrinsically 
unsound. Even though they are based on high prices 
of products it has to be remembered that in its present 
state of development New Zealand is a country of high 
costs. Improvement of methods of farming and of 
means of transport which at present add very much to 
costs will more than probably justify even higher prices 
of land in the years to come. Development of the 
eountry, which was of necessity stopped during the War, 
is now going on rapidly, and it will not be many years 
bcfore a remarkable change ig seen here. 


FALL IN Woon VALUES. 


If this is so, what New Zealand has to do during the 
next year or two is to examine the situation carefully 
and nurse producing interests, avoiding, if possible, 
any rapid and important fall in produce values. The 
main cause of anxiety at the present moment is the 
heavy drop in wool values. This drop is due, in the 
main, to the statistical situation caused by the exist- 
ence of heavy stocks in London in the hands of the Im- 
perial Government. Now that the new season’s wool 
is coming forward it is difficult to know how to avoid 
intensification of a position which is already anxious. 
There is a strong feeling in the Dominion that sales 
of wool should be avoided, and up to the present this 
hag been successfully achieved. But this will necessi- 
tate the holding of wool from the market for some time, 
with the added uncertainty as to whether the position 
is likely to be any better in a year or so before another 
-sseason’s woo] further complicates the position. The 
‘wealthier farmers are, of course, in a position to hald 
‘their wools without inconvenience, but the smaller 
farmers have not this power, and if the policy of hold- 
ing is to be carried into effect it will be necessary for 
the small farmers to be assisted in some way. Various 
proposals, having this object in view. have been dis- 
cussed and arrangements are now being made whereby 
advances to assist farmers to hold their wool will be 
made. 

So far as other produce of New Zealand is concerned 
there is by no means the same anxiety. Butter ig still 
under control, and has been sold to the Imperial Govern- 


ment at very high prices; cheese has certainly fallen in: 
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price, but there are already steps being taken to con. 
vert cheese factories into butter factories, a by no means 
difficult matter. Meat ig returning good values, and 
sume Classes show increases in price; it is said, for 
instance, that the increased price for lambs will] oo 
scme way towards meeting the fali in wool of the mother 
sheep. 

fo sum up the position, it would seem that while 
there is cause for anxiety and for care, there is no ground 
for pessimism. The situation here will be governed by 
the situation at home. If consumers in the United King- 
dom continue in a position to buy butter and meat the 
position here will be saved, and it seems possible that 
with the co-operation of the Imperial Government in the 
sale of wool stocks, having regard to the existence of 
the new clip, the holding of New Zealand’s 1920 
wool for twelve months if necessary will avoid any 
serious difficulty so far as wool is concerned. Mean. 
while New Zealand, as has been said, is rapidly push. 
ing forward development. Such is the wonderful nature 
of the land and the climate of New Zealand that there 
can be no question of any disastrous setback. All that 
is wanted is the development that is now taking place 
and a little time for the country to adjust itself to 
new conditions without any important crisis. 


TRADE DEPRESSION IN NORWAY. 


REPORT BY H.M. COMMERCIAL SECRETARY. 
. y os ‘ - ° ‘ 

Mr. C. L. Paus, C.B.E., Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation, Christiania, has written an interesting 
Report on the trade situation of Norway as in December 
last (Cmd. 1145, price 9d. net). * By contrast with the 
prosperity of the war years, and of the year which im- 
mediately followed the cessation of hostilities, Norway 
is beset with many difficulties, It is realised that, though 
recovery must depend to a large extent upon what 
happens in other countries, Norway can and must help 
herself by strict attention to economy, hard work, and 
by seeking after internal peace, both political and 
industrial. Although Norwegian workmen suffer from 
the unrest which afflicts the world they cannot as a 
body be fairly regarded as extremists. The strike on the 
State Railways, which had in some respects an appear- 

ry f ‘O , ‘ ° “it j t } 
ance oi setting up the authority of Labour organisa- 
tions against that of the Parliament (Storting), collapsed 
after fourteen days and was not accompanied by civil 
disturbanecs. 








FINANCIAL SITUATION, 

Financially, Norway is passing through a period of 
creat difficulty. The balance of trade is heavily against 
her: extraordinary liabilities contracted by the State 
through war measures have to be met at a time when 
income from shipping is much reduced and industry is 
severely handicapped by high cost of production, com- 
petition from other countries, absence of demand, uncer- 
tainity as to future taxation and financial stringency. 
The large population dependent on the fisheries can find 
no solvent market for their produce, and much capital is 
tied up in large stocks of goods, such as textile manu- 
factures, boots and shoes, coal, sugar and cereals, of 
which the realisation appears likely, in view of the heavy 
fall in prices, to entail heavy losses. On the other hand 
the more important banks, which are believed to be in 
a sound position, are doing their utmost in co-operation 
with the Bank of Norway to meet the emergency ; the 
people have reverted to a more economical standard of 
living, and the trade balance is growing steadily less 
unfavourable. Under the circumstances, however, trade 
cannot be otherwise than bad. Nor can trading pros- 
pects for the coming year be described as anything but 
gloomy. 

The collapse of the freight market has caused 
Norway’s income from shipping to fall much below that 
of recent years: heavy losses have been sustained in 
connection with the cancellation of orders placed 
abroad, particularly in the United Kingdom, for ton- 
nage to replace war shrinkage; the fisheries are in 4 
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precarious condition and stocks of fish held up by the 
Government have been sold for export on terms of long 
credit ; industry is seriously handicapped by high rates 
of wages, expensive fuel and diminished intensity of 
labour, together with uncertainty on the subject of taxa- 
tion; large sums of money have been invested in indus- 
trial enterprises, initiated at great cost under war con- 
ditions, which are not at present remunerative, and are 
unlikely to become so in the future unless values are 
written down heavily; much capital has been absorbed 
in Municipal loans applied mainly to the harnessing of 
water power; the Government have incurred a heavy 
floating debt to the banks in connection with fish pur- 
chases and provisioning, which must be covered by a 
long term loan or redeemed by some form of extra- 
ordinary taxation, and the National Debt is more than 
twice as large as it was before the war; while the cost 
of living for ordinary people was in September 235 per 
cent. higher than in July, 1914. Norway, dazzled by 
her large income of recent years, has been trying to 
crow too fast. 
FINANCIAL MEASURES. 

The banks have been taking in sail by calling in credits 
and restricting operations so far as safety permits. 
Hitherto they have succeeded in this work of deflation 
without catastrophe. In order to liberate locked up 
capital the Government aim at reducing their stocks of 
cereals and sugar, and if the coal stocks cre also reduced 
(they have been maintained at more than 600,000 tons) 
from this large sums will be restored to circulation. 
Attempts will also be made to reduce by export the 
accumulations of textile goods which represent the pur- 
chases of sevcral years. 

The situation is complicated by the financial require- 
ments of the State. The war profits tax and the special 
taxes levied on shipping have been withdrawn, and some 
other source of income must be found. The question of 
the form which the new taxation shall take is now under 
discussion, and it would appear probable that a highly 
progressive income tax payable to the State will be 
introduced for purposes of ordinary revenue, while, with 
a view to wiping off unconsolidated war debts, amount- 
ing to about Kr.200,000,000, an extraordinary levy on 
capital has been proposed. The latter proposal has, 
however, met with very strong opposition on account of 
the grave danger to trade and industry which a com- 
pulsory withdrawal of capital, under present strained 
conditions, would necessarily involve. As an alternative, 
a compulsory loan to be subscribed by large capitalists 
has been suggested. What course will finally be 
adopted it is at present impossible to say, but in any 
case a heavy burden of taxation appears inevitable, 
which will be severely felt owing to Norway’s reduced 
income and strained resources. On the whole, writes 
Mr Paus, it cannot be denied that the position is 
serious, but that it ig desperate seems an unwarranted 
conclusion, 

DEPRECIATION OF CURRENCY. 


The value of the Norwegian kroner has depreciated 
in terms of sterling, though not to anything like the 
extent of most European countries. The rate of 
sterling, which is the most important foreign currency 
on the Norwegian market, and in which most business 
is done, rose from Kr.18-60 (par Kr.18-16) per £1 on 
dlst December, 1919, to Kr.25-60 on 30th October, 
while the dollar rate rose during the same period from 
Kr.4°91 (par Kr.3°73) to Kr.7°43, and German marks 
fell from Kr.1035 (par Kr.88°90) to Kr.975. The 
highest. point was reached on 25rd September, when 
Sterling was quoted at Kr.26°60. There has since 
been a eonsiderable fall, and on 15th February the 
quotation was Kr.21-80—22°10 per £1. The deprecia- 
tion of the kroner is attributed to a number of causes, 
the most important being the collapse of the freight 
market, the heavy demands for sterling in connection 
with tonnage contracted for in the United Kingdom, 
the excessive imports and the diminution of Norway’s 
export trade. The issue of paper money has been on 
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a comparatively modest scale. In December last the 
Bank of Norway had less than four times the note 
circulation of 1914. 

F 1SHERIES. 


One of the most difficult problems with which Nor- 
way is faced arises out of the position of the fishing 
in<ustry. The fishermen, especially in the north of 
Norway, where fishing is their principal means of sub- 
sistence, are in a condition of great distress owing to 
the heavy. cost of supplies—(coal, petroleum and all 
kinds of gear), and, particularly, owing to the failure 
of their usua] markets in Central Europe and Russia, 
through financial and other difficulties. The hard 
times have not unnaturally given rise to discontent, 
which has been diligently fomented by political 
agitators for seditious purposes. The problem thus 
presents both economic and political aspects. It 
should, however, be clearly understood that the unrest 
has sprung from economic causes and may be expected 
to disappear when economic conditions improve. 

Pressure having been brought to bear upon the 
Norwegian Government to assist the fishermen to dis- 
pose of their stocks to Russia, representatives of the 
Soviet Government were in the summer permitted to 
come to Norway with a view to negotiaticns. No satis- 
factory result was, however, attained, as the Soviet 
representatives, in the first place, offered terms of pay- 
ment which could not be accepted, and, secondly, made 
all contracts contingent upon the conclusion of an agree- 
ment with the Norwegian Government, to the conditions 
of which the latter found it impossible to agree. The 
Norwegian Government on their part have stated their 
intention of placing no obstacle in the way of export to. 
Russia by such persons or firms ag can make the 
necessary financial arrangements. The fact that the 
failure of these negotiations could not be attributed to 
any unreasonableness on the part of the Norwegian 
Gevernment has no doubt had a considerable effect upon 
publie feeling in the fishing districts, but the economic 
stress is aS severe as ever. 

While fully realising the serious nature of tye situa- 
tion, the Government have found it impossible, for 
financial reasons, to continue the course adopted in 1918 
of purchasing at fixed prices all fish offered to them, 
previous purchases having entailed a loss of about 
Kr.147,000,000, which has still to be wiped off. They 
have, however, in the course of the year taken various 
steps in aid of the fishermen. 

RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS. 

With a view to improving Norway’s unfavourable 
trade balance and readjusting the value of Norwegian 
curreney, the Norwegian Government imposed, on 18th 
August, a prohibition upon the importation of certain 
articles. ‘The list, which has since been extended by 
the inclusion of other articles, contains, with one excep- 
tion (potato meal), only articles of luxury. A complete 
list of the articles in question will be found in an 
Appendix to Mr. Paus’ Report. None of these com- 
modities may hereafter be imported into the country, 
except under licence, for which the importer must apply 
to the Ministry of Commerce, Department of Industrial 
Supplies, Division II. (Handelsdepartementet, Indus- 
triforsyningen II); in the case of potato meal applica- 
tion must be made to the Food Department, Office for 
Import Prohibitions (Provianteringsdepartementet, 
Kontoret for Importforbud, Schwensensgade 6, 
Christiania). Breach of the regulations is punishable 
by fines, or by imprisonment for a period not exceed- 
ing six months. 

SHIPPING, 

The tonnage of Norwegian shipping on Ist November 
last was 2,261,126 tons gross, or about 400,000 tons less 
than at the beginning of the war. The tonnage added to 
the fleet during the first ten monthg of 1920 totalled 
885,710 tons, while 71,000 tons was removed from the 
register. Of the new tonnage 36,444 tons was built in 
Norway, the remainder, 349,266 tons, having been built 
in or purchased from foreign countries. About 900,000 
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gross tons of new shipping wag under contract for 
Norwegian account on ist January; of this quantity 
about one million tons dead weight was ordered from 
British yards. In most cases the contracts were placed 
several years ago when tonnage was in great demand, 
the prospects of a fall in the freight market seemed 
remote and sterling was a long way below par. Ship- 
owners vie with each other for the privilege of placing 
contracts, even for delivery at distant dates, and specu- 
lation was rife. Since that time, however, the outlook 
has changed completely. The freight market has col- 
larsed, running expenses have increased very heavily, 
and vessels contracted for will, in many cases, since 
sterling has risen considerably above par, and payment 
on a sliding scale was agreed to, cost in kroner more than 
twice the sum originally anticipated. There is, thus, no 
prospect that the new tonnage ordered will ever be able 
to pay a return upon the capital involved. <A consider- 
able number of the contracts placed in Norway, Holland 
and the United Kingdom have, therefore, been can- 
celled at great cost, and the cancellation of others is still 
the subject of negotiation with the yards concerned. 

As an instance of the high cost of cancellation in the 
United Kingdcm, the Norwegian Shipowners’ Associa- 
tion quote the case of a steamship of 9,300 tons dead 
weight, the construction of which had not yet been com- 
menced. The contract price of this vessel was £240,000 
plus additional payment in the event of an increase in 
costs of production. Cancellation cost £140,000, or 
about 60 per cent. of the price originally estimated. It 
is further stated that for the cancellation of steam- 
ships of 9,000 tons dead weight in a number of cases 
£100,000 has been paid, while in others £40,000 (the 
arm:ount of the first instalment) has been accepted. 

The Report contains a series of Appendices giving 
details of such subjects as the yield of Norwegian 
fisheries, the Prohibited Import List, Labour Supply, 
Projected Harbour Works, Retail Prices and Cost of 
Living, and the net tonnage of vessels entered and 
cleared in Norway, 1913 to 1920. 





WAR-DEVELOPED AMERICAN MINERAL 
INDUSTRIES. 


PROSPECTS OF PROTECTION. 








(From the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. Embassy, 
Washington.) 


An important Report on Industrial Re-adjustments 
of Certain Mineral Industries affected by the War, 
has been published by the United States Tariff Com- 
mission. It opens with a brief statement of disturb- 
ances occasioned by the war in the conditions surround- 
ing the production and use of raw minerals and metals 
in the United States, especially of those which were 
required either directly or indirectly for military 
purposes. 

A very rapid increase in the demand for those 
minerals and metals took place at a time when foreign 
supplies were almost entirely cut off, and it became 
necessary to augment the domestic production to pro- 
vide for the vital requirements of the United States. 
In the case of certain mineral deposits it was found 
possible to meet the increased demand without much 
difficulty and without any material increase in the cost 
of production per unit, but in the case of other minerals, 
the enlarged output could only be secured at a very 
much greater cost of production than that which ruled 
in pre-war times. This was due partly to the necessity 
of working ore deposits of poorer quality or remoter 
location, and partly to the necessity of installing 
expensive machinery and equipment. The upward 
awing of prices occasioned by the shortage helped, but 
dil not suffice, to attract all the additional capital 
required. There was promise of considerable profit 
to producers of the minerals while war lasted, but ‘it 
was realised that after the war was over the demand 


for them would slacken and fcreign competition would 
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again be felt. It was, therefore, doubtful whether the 
agcregate return during the period of heavy demand 
and high prices would compensate sufficiently for the 
risk involved. 

CLAIM FoR PROTECTION. 

For this reason it beeame necessary for the United 
States Government to appeal, through the War Indus. 
trics Board and other agencies, to the patriotic senti- 
ment of the producers, and to urge them to increase 
their output almost regardless of cost. So far as the 
writer is aware, no promise was made by the United 
States Government that protection, by means of 
inereased import duties or otherwise, would be extended 
to the producers after hostilities should have ceased; 
but when that event took place the producers claimed, 
in most cases, that as they had responded to the 
Government’s request from motives of patriotism, it 
was the moral duty of the Government to protect their 
investments and, at least, to save them from actua! loss, 

The Government did cause the passage of one 
messure with that object in view. It was called the 
War Minerals Relief Act, and under its terms a fund 
of about 8,090,000 dols. was placed at the disposal of 
the Secretary of Commerce to indemnify producers of 
tungeten, manganese, pyrites and chromite, who had 
developed the output of those minerals and who were 
in a position, individually, to make good their claims 
for compensation. This measure scarcely satisfied the 
producers of the minerals referred to, and no benefits 
accrued from it to the producers of antimony, graphite, 
magnesite, manganese, potash and quicksilver, the out- 
put of which, it was claimed, had been stimulated in 
a more or lesg similar manner for the general good. 
Consequently, measures were proposed in Congress 
during the year 1919 providing higher rates of import 
duty on several of these commodities. None of those 
measures ever became law, and it is probable that in 
the case of several of the minerals mentioned the 
demand for protection will be revived during the com- 
ing year in connection with whatever revision of the 
tariff the new Republican Congress may undertake. 
The present position of each of the minerals becomes, 
therefore, « matter of much interest. They are separ- 
ately discussed in the Tariff Commission’s Report, which 
gives exhaustive information respecting the sources of 
supply, production, imports, markets, prices, com- 
petitive conditions and tariff history of each. 

The articles on Graphite (plumbago), Manganese and 
Potash will be found particularly interesting. 

GRAPHITE. 

In the case of graphite. the crucible makers of the United 
States have hitherto relied upon Ceylon as their main source 
of supply, importing some 15,000 tons annually from that 
island. Imports during the war were largely increased, but 
shortage of tonnage prevented the transportation of an 
adequate supply from overseas, and domestic mining was 
stimulated. Domestic output reached its maximum in 1918, 
when 6,431 tons of flake graphite were produced from 
American deposits. Latterly, according to the report, 
‘Montana has been producing graphite that is being 
accepted by crucible manufacturers as equal to Ceylon 
material.”? Moreover, it seems that tests recently made by 
the American Ceramic Society have shown that ‘as good 
service can be obtained from the domestic as from the 
Cevlon material.’? If these statements be well founded, the 
domestic deposits might be expected to compete heavily 
with the Ceylon product in future, provided the costs were 
equalised either by more efficient methods in the American 
mining regions or by an import duty on plumbago, which 1s 
now on the free list; but operating costs in all the American 
mining districts are high because of the heavier cost of 
labour and the relatively high percentage of impurities 
present in the domestic flake. In the Alabama field trans- 
portation difficulties present an important obstacle to 


development. _ ili 

The Report concludes that, under normal conditions, the 
domestic graphite mining industry is not in a position to 
compete successfully with unrestricted imports from 
Madagascar and Ceylon.’? Though the deposits in Ceylon 
are becoming gradually exhausted and the costs of produc- 
tion in that island increasing, these factors are more than 
offset, so far as the American domestic producers are con- 
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cerned, by the rapid development of the deposits in 
Madagascar. ‘The commercial production of graphite in the 
last-mentioned country, which began in 190¥, had reached 
7u,Ju0,U00 Ib. in 1918. In that year the Producers’ Union 
of Madagascar are stated to have offered to supply the 
United States annually with 15,000 to 20,000 tons of flake 
graphite at 5 cents per Ib. f.o.b. Tamatave (for graphite 
containing 85 per cent. carbon). Freight, brokerage, and 
other overhead charges would have brought the price to the 
American consumer up to 6 to7 cents per lb. Efforts to find 
a market in the United States for Madagascar plumbago 
appear to have continued since the war, as it is reported 
that large tonnages were offered in April, 1919, at 7 cents 
per lb. delivered at New York. 
MANGANESE. 


For ten years before the outbreak of the war, the United 
States derived its manganese supplies almost entirely from 
foreign sources. More than one-third of the manganese 
metal consumed by American industries between the years 
1910 and 1914 came in the form of ferro-manganese from the 
United Kingdom. The balance consisted chiefly of manganese 
ore imported from British India, Russia, and Brazil the 
proportions of the total imports furnished by these countries 
being 40 per cent., 34 per cent., and 20 per cent, respec- 
tively. Only a little over eleven per cent. of the total sup- 
plies was contributed by domestic high-grade and low-grade 
manganese ore and zinc residuum, but the war brought 
about a remarkable change in the trade. While the quantity 
of manganese metal consumed in the United States in- 
creased from 291,345 tons in 1918, to 584,270 tons in 1918, 
the proportion actually produced in this country grew from 
ll per cent. in the former year to 57-25 per cent. in 1918, 
the average wholesale price of manganese ore at the mine 
having increased from 10 dols. to 35 dols. per ton during 
the same period. High-grade manganese ore (i.e., ore 
containing over 35 per cent. manganese content) produced 
from American mines, which stood at about 4,000 tons in 
1913, grew to 10,000 tons in 1915, 31,000 tons in 1916, 129,000 
tons in 1917, and 306,000 tons in 1918. Imports from 
Russia ceased altogether during the war period, imports 
from British India were greatly curtailed owing to scarcity 
of tonnage, and Brazil became the principal foreign source 
of supply. Imports of ferro-manganese fluctuated as 


follows : — 


Tons. Tons. 
A SiS a iirc Dt <« 2 sicccecaunsonben 90,928 
ISSR Sree sears ME § —--dednsnconebumosinns 41,969 
Pee ere Se  Hhchncetscwccscccce 26,906 


By the time the Armistice was signed there was every 
prospect that the United States would soon become self- 
supporting so far as manganese was concerned. But the 
cost of production was high. In 1918, according to the report, 
‘‘a fair average of the cost of ore delivered at the furnace 
(Chicago) from the four principal producing States was 
26:80 dols. per long ton, or, based on the average manganese 
content of 40 per cent., 65 cents per unit of metal content.’’ 
Though this cost may probably be reduced considerably in 
the immediate future, there appears to be little likelihood 
that the American manganese-producing industry could 
compete with Indian, Russian, and Brazilian ores. The 
domestic ore is mostly low-grade, it generally contains a high 
percentage of silica, it is less uniform in grade than the 
imported ores, and 1t comes forward in smaller lots. For 
these reasons, and also, to some extent because of the 
possession of manganese properties in India by the largest 
American consumers of manganese, there will be a strong 
tendency to revert to the former sources of supply. 


PorTasH. 


The development of the American potash-producing 
industry has been described in previous reports. In 1915 
only 4,374 short tons of crude potash, having a K,O content 
of 1,090 short tons, were produced in the United States. In 
1918 the domestic production had grown to 207,686 short 
tons crude potash with a K,O content of 54,803 short tons. 
The position in 1919 is shown in the following table :— 

No. of Crude K.,0 

Source. Producers. Potash. Content. 

Short tons. 


Natural Brines...............0.0008- 16 83,455 22,308 
Molasses. distillery waste ......... 5 8,407 2 854 
Steffens waste water ..............-. 6 9 371 3,295 
Alunite, silicates, kelp ............ 4 4,179 2,057 
Cement mill dust .............2.0.05- 11 12,285 1,236 
Wood ashes ........... cesceceeeee eee 32 932 583 
Blast furnace dust. ............... « 3 1,107 85 

NEE eee eee 77 ~—s- 119,736 32.418 


| 





| 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





This production represents a decrease of 40 per cent. from 
that of 1918, which is ascribed by the United States Potash 
Producers’ Association to a decreased demand in anticipa- 
tion of heavy imports from Europe. 

CHROMITE, TUNGSTEN. 


The articles on chromite and tungsten should also prove 
of considerable interest to British steel producers, who may 
consult the Report on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 8.W.1. 
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[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes reluting to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journual,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR 


BULGARIA. 


The British Chamber of Commerce for Bulgaria, of 
which the inaugural meeting took place in March last, 
held its first General Meeting on 9th December, the 
Minister of Commerce, Mr. Raiko Daskoloff, being 
present. Capt. W. B. Heard, H.M. Commercial Com- 
missioner at Sofia, who is Honorary . Vice-President, 
occupied the Chair. 

The Bulgarian Minister of Commerce, addressing the 
meeting, pointed out the necessity of a Britigh institu- 
tion in Bulgaria, and stated that the Government 
welcomed most heartily the new British Chamber of 
Commerce. He touched on the desire of the Govern- 
ment to encourage British industry and enterprise, and 
referred to the many openings there were in Bulgaria 
for development. He pointed out that of 1,400,000 
million levas of goods imported into Bulgaria during 
1920, England has only contributed 180 million, and of 
the totai sum of 1,100 million of exports, had only 
purchased 40 million levas. 

Capt. Heard, in his speech, explained the British 
Export Credits Scheme, which has now been made 
applicable to Bulgaria. The Chamber already possesses 
a membership of over seventy firms, British and 
Bulgarian, 





REPEAL OF AUSTRALIAN WAR PRECAUTIONS 
ACT. 


A copy of the Commonwealth Act recently passed 
to repeal the Australian War Precautions Act, 1914- 
1918, has been received from the Office of H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne, and may be 
inspected on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1 
(Room 58). As was stated in the notice published in 
the “‘ Journal ’’ of 10th February (p. 143), agents of 
overseas companies and firms are required to supply 
special annual returns within three months of the com- 
mencement of the Act; and’ those subsequently 
appointed, within one month of their appointment or 
arriva! in Australia. 

The particulars required to be furnished in the case 
of a company or firm are the name and address; the 
amount of capital; the names and addresses of its 
branches (if any); and such cther particulars as are 
prescribed. In addition, in the case of a firm, the 
name, nationality and address of each member must 
be supplied. Particulars to be furnished must, in the 
case of a company or firm incorporated or registered in 
any part of the British Empire, be certified by the 
proper officer in that part. In the case of a company 
or firm incorporated or registered outside the British 
Fmpire, the particulars must be certified by a British 
Consul in that country. 
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PROTECTIONIST MOVEMENT IN DENMARK. 

The Danish Prime Minister recently announced that 
the Danish Government did not intend for the present 
to revise the tariff, on the ground that a revision should 
not be made while the mind of the general public was 
in a state of panic, and while price fluctuations were 
as great as they are at present. He hoped, however, 
+hat in the autumn the Government would be able to 
make proposals for a revision of the tariff in which due 
consideration would be given to all interests. He 
pointed out that the first and most important aim of 
Danish producers should be to reduce the cost of pro- 
‘duction, and added that the Government is ready to 
necotiate regarding a temporary reduction of rail- 
‘way freights and a temporary removal of heavy 
customs rates on raw and auxiliary materials; and 
finally regarding State assistance towards the ameliora- 
tion of temporary credit difficulties in certain special 
cases. 

It will thus be seen that the claims put forward with 
considerable insistence by certain sections of the Danish 
press would not appear to be meeting with the recog- 
nition which was hoped for from the Government. 





PROTECTIONIST MOVEMENT IN NORWAY. 

Norwegian manufacturers and farmers are united in 
their desire for protection against foreign competition 
in the home market, and the subject is now receiving 
great prominence in the press. It is understood that 
the Government have received applications for 
increased Custems protection from about eighty indus- 
tvial coneerns. The Ministry of Finance and Customs 
are not, hewever, disposed at this juncture to introduce 
permanently increased Customs rates, or to render all 
mportations subject to licence with a view to excluding 
foreign articles which can be produced within the 
country. On the other hand, they realise that some 
action is necessary, and it is probable that a temporary 
“nerease of duty will be imposed in the near future. 

The Executive of the Norwegian Industrial Union 
have addressed a communication to the Norwegian 
Tariff Commission, pointing out that the protection 
ifforded by existing Customs rates has been rendered 
cnore or less illusory by the rise in prices and other 
economic conditions, in cases in which the duty is 
eharged by weight and not ad valorem. They, there, 
fore, recommend that the existing rates should 
cemporarily be so modified that the same degree of 
srotection will be afforded as before the war. 





ADVERTISING IN THE UNITED STATES. 

In the course of a detailed report on advertising in 
che United States the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. 
Embassy at Washington makes the following points :— 

Newspapers afford the medium preferred for all 

xinds of local advertising. A point in regard to news- 
paper advertising in the United States that does not 
appear to be generally known in the United Kingdom 
is the high degree of efficiency of the bureaux of 
nformation maintained by many newspaper offices to 
secure clients, and to guide them in the selection of 
suitable forms of pubticity. This is true to an even 
sreater extent of the magazines, which are the pre- 
ferred media for ‘‘ national ’’ as distinct from ‘‘ local ”’ 
advertising, 

The hest of the many advertising agencies in the 
jaree centres of the United States also study and advise 
wpon everv aspect of their clients’ marketing problems. 
Thev test the product itself; study the eonditions under 
which it is manufactured: ascertain the advertiser’s 
rrodnuetion costs; determine the sums which can profit- 
ably be expended in pushing tts sale; enquire into the 
-haracter and extent of the market and the competition 
which has to be met: indicate the most appropriate 
channels through whieh it ean be distributed: select 
the media throuch which it ean best be advertised, and 
fnally. study and tabulate the results obtained. They 


reoeive a commission from the publisher of the adver- . 
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tisement, and as a rule, the advertiser secures their 
services tree of cost. 

The districts or zones into which the United States 
is divided for the purpose of the administration of the 
existing l‘ederal Reserve Banking Laws may be accepted 
as appropriate divisions for the distribution of adver- 
tising eftort throughout the country; and the Chicago 
zone is regarded by American advertisers as the 
strategical starting place for business extension in the 
United States. ‘he whole section is very highly 
developed, and would long ago have beeri an important 
centre as a point of distribution for foreign goods were 
it not for its distance from the Atlantic seaboard. A 
movement is on foot to ereate an all-water route from 
the Great Lakes to Kurope, which, if accomplished, wil] 
greatly improve the opportunities of Kuropean manu- 
facturers. But any advertising plan which did not lay 
special emphasis on the Chicago district would be 
defective. Similar attention should naturally be paid 
to the territories whose centres are New York and 
Philadelphia. 

It is well to bear in mind that the average standard 
of living in the United States is higher than in any 
other country. Any merchandise of good quality will 
find a higher proportion of possible buyers in the States 
than in any other part of the world. It is compara- 
tively easy to introduce to the American market a new 
article of quality, and having once introduced it, to 
establish and maintain it in use. Important also is 
the preference accorded by many Americans to im- 
ported articles, and especially to articles of British 
origin, on account of their reputed superiority. Owing 
to the high reputation which United Kingdom mann- 
facturers enjoy in the United States, the British origin 
of goods of almost any character is a useful ‘‘ selling 
point,’’ and should be emphasised in any advertisement 
published. Sinee the war the demand for products of 
every kind, and more particularly for quality goods, has 
far exceeded the supply. The depreciation of sterling 
exchange, practically neutralising the import tariffs in 
many lines, boardened and multiplied the opportunities. 





Each _ advertising proposition varices and calls 
for individual treatment based upon exact know- 
ledge of the market and of the _ product, thus 
almost necessitating the services of advertising 
experts. United Kingdom firms’ entering _ the 


United States market would, therefore, be well advised 
to enlist the assistance of a first-class advertising 
agency before attempting to place publicity in any form 
in the United States.’’ 

H.M. Commercial Counsellor has furnished to the 
Department of Overseag Trade the names of the prin- 
cipal advertising agencies in the United States. These 
names, together with a list of some of the more im- 
portant United Kingdom advertising firms, may _ be 
obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers and 
merchants on application to the Department at 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, §.W. 1 (quoting D.O.T./ 
325/FG/PN). 





CUBAN GOVERNMENT’S CONTROL OF SALE 
AND SHIPMENT OF SUGAR, 


H.M. Minister at Havana has cabled stating that the 
Cuban Government have appointed a Commission to 
tale over all operations connected with the sale and ship- 
ment of all sugar preduced by this season’s crops. 
Sworn statements of all sales made to foreign countries 
up to date must be made to the Commission within 
eight days of commencing operations, and a weekly 
etatement of sales will be published in the ‘‘Official 
Gazette.’’ 

The Commission consists of seven members, repre- 
senting sugar producers, bankers, and the Cuban 
Government, and includes also the local manager of the 
Royal Bank of Canada. It will commence operations a8 
soon as the approval of seventy-five per cent. of the 
sugar producers has been received. 
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Fr xh i bi ti oO ns an d r al r Ss, EXHIBITIONS AND <iinenaliagaammaaaes 
. The exhibits include the following :— 
BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLES. COUNTRY OF CouNTRY 
MANUFACTURE. or SALE. 


The British Industries Fair, the largest collection 
of United Kingdom gocds ever assembled for the 
purposes of exhibition, was opened simultaneously 
on Monday at the White City, London, and the Brom- 
wich Aerodrome, Birmingham. The Glasgow Section of 
the Fair is to open at Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, on Monday 
next. 

There was a large attendance of buyers from many 
parts of the world at the White City on the opening 
day, Switzerland, Holland and Belgium providing the 
larger parties, with the Scandinavian countries second. 
Other countries and Dominions represented were the 
United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, British West India, France, Czecho-Slovakia, 
{cumania, Serbia, Japan, China, Chile and Argentina. 

As previously stated, many more manufacturers than 
could be accommodated have applied for space 
at the Fair, which, not being open to the general 
public, offers the additional advantage of being 
restricted to actual buyers and members of the various 
trades concerned. Admission to the Fair is by invita- 
tion only. very facility for the assistance of visitors 
is provided in the shape of telephone, telegraph and 
postal conveniences, interpreters and catalogue indices 
in many languages, writing room and restaurants. 

The British Industries Fair is essentially a ‘business 
exhibition for business men. Producing tradeg are 
carefully grouped for the convenience of the inspecting 
buyer, and these groups are again split up into sections, 
and se housed and exhibited as to facilitate to the 
utmost a rapid and thorough survey of British produc- 
tion in any given line. Thig year’s exhibitors form the 
most representative body of British manufacturers ever 
assembled. ‘Their names alone are a guarantee of the 
quality of the goods displayed. 

Among the exhibits is a representative collection of 
modern textiles, furniture, posters, reprcductiong and 
printing by the British Institute of Industrial Art. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto, Mr. F. W. 
Field, is in attendance at the Overseas Buyers’ Club 
at the Fair in connection with the forthcoming Canadian 
National Exposition, and is prepared to give information 
and advice on present conditions of trade in Canada, the 
openings offered there, and the best way to develop and 
strengthen commercial relations. 

At the luncheon on Monday, given by the British 
Bankers’ Association, the Rt. Hon. F, G. Kellaway, 
M.P., was the guest of honour. The members of the 
Swiss Official Commercial Mission were also present. 

The luncheon on Tuesday was given by the National 
Leather Goods Association. 

So far, the Fair is not only acting as a great magnet 
to the commercial corners of the world, but large orders 
have already been placed. Business is greatly helped 
by the fact that all the exhibitors can promise delivery 
during the current year. 

To-day (Thursday), Their Majesties The King and 
Queen are expected to visit the Fair. 

The Fair is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. until 
4th March. 





FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT 
SHEFFIELD. 


An exhibition of Foreign Samples will be held in the 
Cutler’s Hali, Sheffield, on Monday and Tuesday, 28th 
February and 1st March. 

The exhibition is jointly organised by the Department 
of Overseas Trade and the Sheffield Chamber of Com- 
merce, and will remain open on each of the two days 
from 10.0 a.m. until 5.0 p.m. 

Between 300 and 400 invitations are being issued 
to firms in Sheffield, Rotherham, Mexborough, Swin- 
ton, etc., to inspect the samples and also to send their 
managers, works faremen, etc., to examine the class of 
goods exported by foreign manufacturers to overseas 
markets. 





Carpenters’ and Engineers’ United States. 
Tools. 


Domestic Electrical Goods. 


South Africa 


Switzerland, Germany, 


and United States. Switzerland. 
Surgical and Scientific Instru- Japan. ag Miscellaneous 

ments. ” 

Electric Light Fitjings, United States and Various 

Parts, Insulators, Stamp- Japan. markets. 


ings, Cables, Ete. 


Glassware, including Small Bot- xermany, Austria, Holland, In- 


tles, Pressed Ware, Beakers, and Japan. dia, Italy. 
Test Tubes, Dishes, Flasks, and Mis- 
Tumblers, Ete., Thermo- cellane ous. 
meters. 


Miscellaneous. 


A collection of Foreign Trade Catalogues will also be 
available for inspection, 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
WHITE CITY, LONDON, February 21st-March 4th. 
BIRMINGHAM, same period. 
GLASGOW, February 28th-March 11th. 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING ‘l'RADES EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, April. Apply, Directors, 43, Essex Street, 
Strand, W.C.2. 

Drapery TEXTILE AND WoMEN’S WEAR EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, April 4th-15th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Stree 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

WHOLESALE FurRNITURE TRADES EXxHIBITION— 





White City, London, April 5th-15th, 1921. Organising 
Manager, G. D. Smith, 119, Finsbury Pavement, 
London, E.C.2 


Giascow Bakers’, Grocers’, CONFECTIONERS’ AND ALLI8» 
Trapes ExHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, April 5th-15th, 1921. 
PHoTOGRAPHIC Farr— 
Horticu!tural Hall, April 15th-23rd. Apply to Secretary, 
Sicilian House, Southampton Row, W.C.1. 
6TH INTERNATIONAL PRINTING, PApreR, AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, April 30th-May 14th, 
1921. Apply to :—F. W. Bridges, Organising Manager, 
36-38, Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL RuBRER EXHIBITION— 

London, June, 1921, Royal Agricultural Hall. Apply to - 

Mr. H. G. Montgomery, 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2 
22np ANNUAL CHEMISTS’ ExHIBITION— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1., June 20th-24th, 1923. 

Apply to: “British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, 

Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

LONDON Faik AND MARKET— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th, 1921. Apply 
to :—International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Strees 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

SHIPPING, ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY EXHrIsiT1on.—Olympia, 
September 7th-28th, 1921. Apply to F. W. Bridges, 
Ksq., Exhibition Offices, 36-38, Whitefriars Street, Lon- 
don, E.C.4. ° 

British Texti Es ExHisition— 

Crystal Palace, London, September to October, 1941. 
Apply to :—General Manager, Crystal Palace, London, 
S.E.19. 

lira Lonpon MeEpi0aL ExHIBITION— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, October 3rd-7th, 1922. 
Apply to: “British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FatR— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, October 3rd-8th, 1921. Apply 
to :—Manager, “Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, Finsbary 
Square, London, E.C.2. 

Firta INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL MoTOR EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, London, October 14th-22nd, 1921. Apply to:— 
Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Matl, London, 8.W.1. 

15TH INTERNATIONAL MoTOR EXHIBITION— 

Olympia and White City, London, November 4th-12th, 
1921. Apply to:—Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mali, London, 
S.W.1. 

CrycLp AND Motor Cycte SHOW— 

Olympia London, November 25th-December 3rd, 1921. 
Apply to:—General Manager, British Cycle and Motor- 
cycle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ Union, Ltd., The 
Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. 

OVERSEAS 
Hotel de Ville, Prague, February 28th-March 8th, 1922. 

WerSTERN Province AcricritrRat Socrety’s SHaow— 

March 1st-4th, 1921, inclusive, at Rosebank. Apply to:— 
P. S. Van Miekerk, Parker’s Buildings, Cape Town (P.O. 
Box 113). 
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Lyons Fair— 
March Ist-ld5th, 1921. (Building, engineering, hardware, 
tuslallurgy, agricuitural machinery aud tooustuffs. } 
SOUTH AFRICAN EXHiBiTiON— 
Paieis Voor Volksvliyt, Amsterdam. March 19th-April 
0th, 1921. Agricultural, dairy and mining mstruments 
aud industrial machinery. Charges for space, 8s., 7s., 
aud Os. per sq. foot on ground tlour and lower and 
upper galleries respectively. Apply to:—I. W. Bridges, 
56-38, Whitefriars Street, Londou, E.C.4. 
WITWATERSKAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW (inciuding Machinery and 
Motor Sections)— 
March 23rd-28th. 
ZuricH HousinG AND FURNITURE ExHibiITION— 
March and April, 1921. 
Erricisncy ExHisiTIun— 
Olympia, February 10th-26th. 
Secretary, ‘‘ Daily Mail’’ Efficiency 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. : 
ULOTHING, OUTFITTING AND WOOLLEN TRADES EXHIsITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, March 8th-18th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 
BARCELONA SAMPLE Fair (INTERNATIONAL)— 
April 1st-10th. Appty to:—Feria de  Muestras, 
Fernando 30, Barcelona. Autumn Fair, Sept. Ist-10th. 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION 
Lerida, Spain, April 1st-10th. Address :—Urgel, 187, 
Barcelona. 
BRUSSELS CoMMERCIAL Fair (INTERNATIONAL)— 
April 4th-20th. Apply to: —Foire Commerciale Bruxelles, 
Grand Place 19, Bruxelles. 
Mi.aN ANNUAL Samples Farr— 
April 12th-27th, 1921. 
Viele Venezia, Milan. 
BASLE SAMPLE FaAIR— 
April 16th-26th. (Swiss only.) 
ALGERIAN AGRICULTURAL FatR— 
April 16th-May 8th, 1921. Motor Cars, Tractors, Agricul- 
tural Machinery, Agricultural Chemical Products. Charge 
for space:- 15 francs per square metre. Apply te:—M. 
Celestin Granier, Commissaire Général, 4, Rue Maréchal, 
Bosqust, Algiers. 
Yaent INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND BvuiILpDING EXHIBI 
TION— 
April 16-June 14th. Apply to:—Administrative Com- 
mittee, No. 15, Coupure, Ghent. 
NETHERLANDS DrvGGISTS’ EXHIBITION (INTERNATIONAL)— 
Amsterdam, Apri! 18th-22nd. 
TuRIN AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 
May, 1921. Apply to:—Société Roya'e Horto-Agricole 
du Piémont, Turin. 
INTERNATIONAL CONFECTIONERY EXHIBITION— 
Paleis Voor Vo!ksvlyt, Amsterdam. 
Busnos AIRES— aa 
International Dairying Exhibition, May 8th-27th, 192i 
Apply to:—The Manager, Argentine Rural Society, 
Sarmiento 834, Buenos Aires. 
Paris Farr— 
May 10th-25th. Apply to:—Comité de la Foire, 8, Place 
de la Bourse, Paris. 
PRAGUE AvTOMORILE EXHIBITION— 
May 28th-June 5th. (Cars, tractors, metor bicycles and 
accessories.) Enquiries should be addressed to:—The 
Commercial Attaché, Czecho-Slovak Legation, 8, 
Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.1. 
Baste Avtomosite Exatsition (INTERNATIONAL)— 
May 28th-June 8th, 1921. Motor vehicles and accessories 
of all descriptions. Apply to:—The British Chamber of 
Commerce for Switzerland. 20, Rittergasse, Basle, not 
later than 31st January, 1921. 
REYKJAVIK AGRICULTURAL ExAtBITION— 
June, 1921. Agricultural Machinery and Implements. 
Apply to:—Icetandic Agricultural Society, Reykjavik, 
Iceland. 
Lima CENTENARY CELFBRATION— 
International Trade Exhibition. 
1921. Charge for space £1 per square foot. 
Brown, Shipley and Co. (London Agents), 
Court, E.C. 2. 
Borpgeaux Sawpie Farr (INTERNATIONAL)— 
June 15th-30th. Apply to :—Foire de Bordeaux, 7, rae 
du Marécha!l-Joffre, Bordeaux. 
LucERNE. BritisH Dominions Propucts ExAtBItion— 
“Probable dates July 15th-September 30th, 1921. 
Luxempure AGRicvutturAL SampLe Exntpition— 
‘ September, 1921 (approx.). Apply to:—Mons. B. Clasen, 
l’Exposition Agricole, d’Echanti!lons, Avenue Montierey, 
_ Luxemburg 
Urreoat Farr— 
September 6th-16th (all manufactured goods and iter 
‘ national). 
LAUSANNE AGRICULTURE AND Foop Propucts Farr— 
September 1Cth-25th. (Swiss only.) 
Paris Motor SHow— x 
Grand Palais, October, 1921. Apply :—Administratton 
de |’Exposition Internationale de |’Automobile, 51, Rue 


Pérgolése, Paris. 


Apply to Organising 
Exhibition, 130, 





Apply :—Administration, 20, 


May 4th-June lst. 


June i1st-October 3l1st, 
Apply to 
Founders’ 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLES. 


: The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 15th February, is 
as follows : — 











SEASON AND Crops. 
During the week ending oth February beneficial rain has 
fallen in parts of the Punjab and North-West Frontier 
Province. General crop prospects unchanged. 


MARKETs. 


Bombay cotton market easy. Fine M.G. Oomra, March 
Rs.258, May, Rs.250. Piece-goods market quiet with some 
retail enquiry, but no wholesale demand. Sharp break in 
local rates of Japanese goods has created some demand. 
particularly in sheetings. Calcutta jute market inactive but 
steady. Hessians dull. No change in Bank rates. 


A further cable, dated 19th February, is as follows— 
Att-Inp1a Crop Forecasts. 

First wheat, 1920-21 :—22,973,000 acres. 

First wheat, 1919-20 :—27,429,000 acres. 

Final groundnut, 1920-21 :—1,951,000 acres, 931,000 tons. 

Final groundnut, 1919-20:—1,570,000 acres, 884,000 tons. 





SOURCES OF CHIEF IMPORTS. 
The following table, which has been compiled from in- 
formation furnished by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in India, shows the sources of origin of some of the principal 


imports into India in the six months ended 30th September, 
1920 : — 


From From 
Total United United From 
Article. Value. Kirgdom. States. Japan. 
1,000 1,000 1,000 ~—=—:1,600 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Apparel (excluding hosiery 
and boots and shoes) 15,187 7,806 — 1,854 
Dyeing and tanning sub- 
stances ‘. -- 13,613 3.653 3,706 — 
Glass and glassware .. 19,403 3,002 ~- 9,382 
Hardware (excluding cut- 
lery and_ electro-plated 
ware)... - -- 37,164 21,085 7,243 5,846 
Spirits “i - -. 13,900 9,118 657 — 
Machinery and millwork .. 73,152 58,745 12,058 419 
Matches ii .. 11,949 -- ~- 8 810 
Motor cars, cycles and 
wagons and parts 30,794 7,077 20,966 _ 
Paper and pasteboard | 10,215 4,510 428 563 
Provisions and _ oilman’s 
stores... 20,261 10,567 4,038 256 
Railway plant 48,510 48,115 9] 161 
Soap - ow -- 10,006 9,326 — — 
Cotton—Twists and yarns 68.397 41,108 -— 24,089 
Hosiery .. -- 11,636 922 71 ~—s- 9,318 
Piece-goods (un- 
bleached) . 145,505 112,488 2,418 30,176 
Piece-goods 
(bleached) . 133,450 127,307 57 1,665 
Coloured prints .. 183,877 162,155 357 = 7,805 
Haberdashery and millinery 16,307 6,306 — 1,984 
Silk piece-goods .. -- 19,791 627 —. 10,355 
Woollen piece-goods 22,862 20,374 —- —- 
Tobacco... a 15,376 8,958 5,338 — 
IMPORTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 
During the period under review apparel valued at 


Rs.34,51,000, and spirits valued at Rs.35,55,000 were im- 
ported from France, glass and glassware worth Rs.30,65,000 
from Belgium, matches valued at Rs.29,13,000 from Sweden, 
paper and pasteboard valued at Rs.29,27,000 from Norway, 
and at Rs.23,94,000 from the Straits Settlements, haber- 
dashery and millinery valued at Rs.57,19,000 from Switzer- 
land, and silk piece-goods valued at Rs.81,13,000 from China. 

The general conclusion arrived at from a perusal of the 
above figures is that during the period under review the 
United Kingdom made satisfactory progress toward the 
recovery of her pre-war position in the import trade of 


British India. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coniinued. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
LOANS FOR PUBLIC WORKS. 


The issue of the ‘‘New Zealand Gazette”’ of 9th January 
(No. 99), publishes Orders-in-Council giving consent to 
the raising of loans of (1) £1,708,916 by the Wellington City 
Council for the purposes of water supply, street works, tram- 
ways, baths, and general improvements, and a tunnel 
through Mount Victoria ; (2) £95 ,000 by the Wanganui 
Borough Council for the purpose of improving and extending 
its tramway service. 

The Invercargill Borough Council, states the ‘‘New 
Zealand Gazette’? of 22nd December, 1920, has carried pro- 
posals to raise the following loans :— 

£25,000 for additions and improvements to railways. 

£50,000 for additions and improvements to electric 
light and power works. 

£50,000 for completing the sanitary drainage and 
sewerage works, and 

£1,500 for reclamation works. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, JANUARY- 
NOVEMBER, 1920. 


According to statistics issued by the Department of 
Customs and Excise of the Union of South Africa, the value 
of imports of merchandise into South Africa during the month 
of November, 1920, amounted to £9,179,888, and during the 
eleven months ended 30th November, 1920, to £86,140,147, 
as compared with £3,664,171 and £41,928,619 respectively in 
the corresponding periods of 1919. 

The value of merchandise exported (including re-exports) 
from the Union of South Africa during the month of 
November last year was £5,308,969, and for the eleven months 
ended on the 30th of that month, £77,389,537. For the cor- 
responding periods of 1919 the values were respectively 
£3,604,206 and £93,409,462. 


STRIKING INCREASES IN IMPORTS. 


Many striking increases in the value of goods imported 
are to be noted in the figures which go to make up the 
returns for the eleven months January-November, 1920, 
when compared with those for the same period of the previous 
year. Imports of cotton manufactures, for instance, rose in 
value to £9,862,469 in the period under review, as compared 
with £5,603,665 in January-November, 1919, while those of 
woollen manufactures were valued at £2,670,004, against 
£849,311 respectively. Imports of articles of food and drink 
increased in value to £12,632,070 from £4,247,211, those of 
hardware and cutlery to £4,000,952 from £2,077,190, iron 
and steel manufactures to £3,886,402 from £1,897,416, 
machinery to £3,664,824 from £2,257,705, vehicles to 
£4,192,538 from £1,690,574, leather and leather goods to 
£3,609,116 from £1,644,198, wood and timber to £2,670,004 
from £849,311, furniture to £1,177,761 from £410,888, and 
oils to £2,647,885 from £1,578,854, in the respective periods 
indicated. 














Exports oF Woot. 


The shipments of wool during the eleven months ended 30th 
November, 1920, amounted to 107,332,680 Ib., valued at 
£15,421,488, comparing with 170,243,421 lb., valued at 
£15,599,512 in the corresponding period of 1919. The quanti- 
ties exported in the two periods were made up respectively 
of 95,017,146 Ib. and 145,383,268 Ib. in the grease, 12,194,841 
lb. _ 24,647,457 lb. scoured, and 120,693 Ib. and 212,696 Ib. 
washed. 





EUROPE. 
GERMANY. 


DECISIONS CONCERNING EXPORT OF 
SHOES. 


The joint economic and social political Sub-Committee of 
the State Economic Council, at its meeting of 27th 
January, defined its position regarding the decisions of the 
Lederhandelsstelle, which the State Ministry of Economics 
had submitted for its approval. By these decisions, states 
the ‘“Kolnische Zeitung,” the possibility is given of 
exporting not only fancy shoes, which have always been 
free, but also working and everyday shoes, The export 
licence is to be granted on the following basis: — 

(1) Industry.—100 per cent. of luxury shoes, 50 per cent. 
of better quality shoes for street wear, and 333 per cent. of 
coarser shoes of the average production of the applicant in 
the two last months. 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





(2) Legitimate wholesale trade.—50 per cent. of luxury 
shoes, 25 per cent. of better quality shoes, and 15 per cent. 
of coarser shoes of the amount which the applicant has 
obtained on an average from the German industry during 
the last two months, but not more than 50 per cent..of the 
orders given to industry in the preceding month may be 
granted. 

Both the representatives of the Government and of the 
shoe industry certiffed that stagnation was prevalent in the 
shoe industry, and in particular in coarser shoes on account 
of the inadequacy of the home trade. A certain amount of 
misgiving was shown by the workers, who were of the 
opinion that increased exports would mean higher prices. 
Experts, however, pointed out that the proposed regulation 
concerning a larger export would only be possible by an 
increased output for the home market, and, further, that 
the Government would sanction the import of raw materials 
and finished products at any time if the same quality could 
be obtained at cheaper prices than on the home market. 

The majority of the Committee voted for the proposal, 
which was amplified by the clauses: ‘‘Export trade can be 
rationed at any time,’”’ and ‘‘The exporter must place 50 
per cent. of the quantity exported at the disposal of the 
Government Shoe Supply at a fixed price.”’ 


AFRICA, 


FRENCH GUINEA. 


TRADE IN 1919. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 











DAKAR. 


The total trade of French Guinea in 1919 (figures for which 
have only recently become available), amounted in value to 
49,453,952 frs., as compared with 35,852,593 frs. in 1918, 
thus showing an increase on the year of 13,601,359 frs. 


IMPORTS AND Exports. 


Imports and exports during the period under review 
contributed to the total trade in the following proportions: 
1919 


Francs. Francs. 
SED, dceniicnnsenedioninns 25,918,941 23,029 972 
BED. ntcnnccrnntinmenens 23,535,011 12,822,621 


Re-exports in 1919 were valued at 966,144 frs. 
Principat Imports. 


The following table shows the volume and value of the 
principal imports into the colony :— 


1919. 1918. 
Kilogs. Francs. Kilogs. Francs. 
Leaf Tobacco .. 243,316 1,056,126 157,830 530,310 
Cotton textiles 754,553 12,523,708 1,361,759 14,690,209 
Cotton shawling . 1,000,228 1,412,250 471,778 540,672 
Other textiles 444,673 1,847,407 237,113 966,094 


Metals manufactured 401,562 1,336,986 413,995 857,536 


CAUSES OF INCREASES. 


It is somewhat difficult to determine, item by item, the 
causes of apparent increases. On the whole, perhaps, they 
may most safely be ascribed to replenishment of depleted 
stocks at the end of the war, and to some slight extent also, 
as regards textiles, to changes in the native taste to which, 
owing to the enormous prices demanded during the period 
under review for their products, they may now permit 
considerable latitude. With regard to cotton shawlings, 
locally called ‘‘Guineas,’’ these, being a French product, 
are not subject to the restricting influence of adverse ex- 
change which has exercised so damaging an effect upon 
commercial relations with the United Kingdom. There is 
little doubt that, in French Guinea at any rate, these cotton 
shawlings have to some extent ousted the British article for 
the reasons given. 

Cuter Exports. 

The following table shows the volume and value of the 

chief exports from the colony :— 


1919. 1918. 
Kilogs. Francs. Kilogs. Francs. 
Ox hides ....... 1,186,064 3,969,962 398.059 1,387,737 
. ase 648,290 1,620,725 412,739 799,713 
ere 184.797 816,484 191,424 574,272 
Ground nuts 1,325.26) 464 564 154,775 73,733 


Palm kernels... 12,487,237 7,741,359 3,408,908 1,884,459 


Palm oil ......... 761.220 684.708 80.093 149,116 
Rubber ......... 682,268 3.411.342 708,528 3,542.640 
Cattle (number) 8,418 1,052,250 11,485 1,439,376 


Causes oF INcREASED Exports oF Raw MatTeERrIAt. 
Exports of raw materials from French Guinea, amoeunt- 
ing to 224 million frances, show an increase in 1919 of over 
10} millions in comparison with the preceding year. Such 
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increase is perceptible in almost all products, and was due 
to abundant harvests of oil-producing seeds, and to a largely 
increased number of cattle and sheep. 

DESTINATIONS OF Exports oF Raw MATERIAL. 

The following table, showing values of raw material ex- 
ported from French Guinea to the various most important 
countries, will afford an idea of the colgny’s overseas com- 
mercial relations : — 


1919. 1919. 1918. 1918. 
Per- Per- 
Franes. centage. Francs. centage. 


United Kingdom 
British Colonies 


2,573,158 11:40 1,004,675 8-23 
2,073,928 9-19 2,686,901 21-91 


eae: 14,028,601 62-16 8,062,961 65-90 
French Colonies ...... 38,939 0-17 45,238 0-38 
RSS RSET 3,265,713 14-47 — — 
DEE. “etdvukiaspaws 163,084 0-72 — — 
EE -  -sexasutensennns 307,137 1°36 296,214 2-43 





ASIA, 


| JAPAN. 
THE BUTTON MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY. 


The number of button factories in Japan in 1919 totalled 
1,429, and their output was valued at 15,267,699 yen, states 
the Yokohama ‘‘ Chamber of Commerce Journal.’’ Com- 
pared with 1918, this was an increase of 2,202,138 yen in 
value, but a decrease of 94 in the number of manufacturers, 
of 3,109 in the number of workmen employed, and of 4,984,303 
gross in quantity of output. The decrease was mainly due 
to a diminution in shipments abroad, the value of such 
during 1919 amounting to 10,283,000 yen, or 14 per cent. 
less than in the preceding year. 

The output of Osaka and district in 1919 amounted to 
11,691,912 gross, which represented 44 per cent. of the total 
output of the country. Nara Prefecture was next with 
4,919,345 gross. 

The following table shows the output and value of buttons 
during the two years under review :— 


MetTat Buttons. 








1919. 1918. 
Quantity (gross) .......... 2,825,472 2,827 419 
WED GIG) co vcesiaccveesess 382,373 383,676 

SueLL Buttons. 

1919. 1918. 
Quantity (gross) .......... 4 320,903 4,440,408 
aren en 1,829,885 1,818,014 

Att OTHERS. 

1919. 1918. 
Quantity (gross) .......... 2,288,954 2,283,524 
WE GED ccseeccsecssseses 769,891 767,800 





RICE CROP IN 1920. 


H.M. Minister at Tokio states that the rice crop in Japan 
in 1920 amounted to 63,159,386 koku (1 koku=4-96 bushels). 
This compares with en official estimate of 62,149,000 koku, 
published in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 2nd December, 1920 (p. 655). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


TRADE OF NEW YORK IN 1920. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 








New York. 


The Collector of the Port of New York has issued some 
interesting statistics as regards the business done in 1920. 
He claims that nearly 55 per cent. of the business of the 
country was done in New York, that there has been a 
tremendous increase in the importation of luxuries, and that 
the total receipts of New York are the largest on record. 

He states that in 1919, among the six leading ports of 
import in the United States, New York did 46 per cent. of 
the business. In 1920 she pushed this gain up to 55 per cent., 
while the other five ports combined fell back 5 per cent. 
Among the six principal ports of export in the United States, 
New York handled 44 per cent. of the business in 1919, and 
41-5 per cent. in 1920. This falling off in exports was due to 
the fact that exports of cotton from the South Atlantic and 
Gulf States show an increase in 1920 of 58 per cent. over 
1919. But in the combined commerce of imports and exports 
of the nine leading ports, New York had a percentage of 45 
in 1919, and 47 in 1920, while all other ports, except Boston 
and those affected by the cotton exports, showed a falling off 
in 1920. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE.—continued. 





DISTRIBUTION OF ImvporTs OF MERCHANDISE. 


The following tables show the distribution of imports of 
merchandise and exports of domestic merchandise at New 
York by grand divisions or continents during the calendar 
years 1919 and 1920:-— 





1920. 1919. 

Dols. Dols. 
NE | kkicanccrotetecunnens 935,546 ,807 595,367 ,505 
North America ......... » 482,078,557 334 ,19() 362 
South America .......... 548,009,049 506,535 ,805 
RS tetiiteetsinatisaii Guinn 844,441,396 555,085,575 

Australasia and 

RE oc tecucamwkuinic 77,815,465 28 582,357 
ii ei dene eteluns 45,493,197 45,231,055 
EE °* ‘sera dicistaneieienunts 2,933,384,471  2,064,992,662 





Exports or Domestic MERCHANDISE. 


1920. 1919. 
Dols. Dols. 
INS. ccccenunnenetnnininis 1 603,955,224 2,280,454,251 





North America _......... 451,758,606 245,506,736 
South America .......... 449 324,157 376,019,141 
ETE ere 335,310,407 246,978,532 
Australasia and 
I oceksvccvecceces 171,235,275 114,905,586 
RS fete esiialaeidudaatiesaiul 107 ,997 ,215 86,675,196 
DE ‘cecletituciadiuill 3,119,580,884 3,350,539,442 





In the above tables the foreign commerce for the month 
of December, 1920, has been estimated. 


Heavy Luxury Buyinc: Some NotasBige INCREASES OVER 
1919 Imports. 


While it is said that in 1920 the American people 
turned from extravagance and luxuries to frugal living, the 
records of imports at the port of New York would seem to tell 
another story. With the exception of precious stones, 
cigarette paper, and ostrich feathers, the year 1920 saw a 
tremendous increase in imported luxuries over the preceding 
year. 

The following table shows the approximate increase in 
imports of articles of luxury and semi-luxury at New York 
a 1920, over the imports of the same articles during 


Dols. Dols. 
Art works ......... 9,000,000 Musical instru- 
Automobiles ...... 1,800,020 ne 1,600,000 


Artificial flowers... 1,200,000 
Beads and_ bead 
ornaments ...... 6,500,000 


Oriental rugs 
Perfumery and 
other cosmetics 1,900,000 


7,500,000 


Cotton laces and Picture films 2,700,000 
embroideries ... 20,000,000 Silk Jaces and 

Cotton tapestries 2,600,000 embroideries.... 3,000,000 

Dolls and toys ... 7,600,000 Silk fabrics in the 

Flax laces and | SE: xnnsneiadies 15,000,000 
embroideries ..._ 1,000,000 Leaf tobacco ...... 9,000,000 

Furs and fur skins 26,000,000 Cigars and 

Human hair ...... 5,000,000 cigarettes ...... 4,700,000 

Kid gloves ........ 7,000,000 Watches .......... 1,800,000 


DECREASES IN LUXURY IMPORTATIONS. 


The few notable decreases in the imports of luxury and 
semi-luxury articles relate to ostrich feathers, 1,200,000 dols. 
less than in 1919; cigarette paper, 1,500,060 dols. less, and 
pearls, diamonds, and other precious stones, 18,500,000 dols. 
less than in the previous year. 


Recorp TRADE FOR THE Port. 


The value of commerce and total receipts at the port of 
New York for 1920 exceeded those of any other years in the 
history of the port. And notwithstanding the increased cost 
of doing business in commercial lines everywhere in the 
world, the enormous business of the port of New York was 
transacted at a lower cost of collection than in years prior to 
the war, and with a force of employees much smaller than in 
previous years. 

The total receipts of the port for the calendar year 1920 
were 227,535,800 dols. The next largest receipts in any 
calendar year were in 1909, when thev totalled 223,373,164 
dols., or 4,163,836 dols. less than in 1920. 





TRADE WITH GERMANY. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy.) 


WASHINGTON. 
It is stated in the press that the German goods entering 
the United States come not only directly from that country, 
but in great quantities from countries contiguous to 
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Germany, where the Germans are said to have agencies who 
camoutlage the goods as of other than German origin, should 
it be necessary tor trade purposes. 

The monthly summary of foreign commerce of the United 
States for October, 1920, issued by the Department of Com- 
merce, stated that the values of the imports from Germany 
for that month and for the ten months ended 3lst October, 
1920, were 8,021,701 dols. and 75,771,411 dols respectively. 
The trade of the United States with Germany in 1920 
aggregated nearly 400,000,000 dols., as against 533,000,000 
dols. in the record year preceding the war. Of this 400,000,000 
dols., imports amounting to 84,000,000 dols. came from 
Germany in the first eleven months of 1920. 


LATIN AMERICA. 
BRAZIL. 


FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-NOVEMBER. 

The following tables show the weight and values of the 
imports into and exports from Brazil during the first eleven 
months of 1920, together with the figures for the correspond- 
ing periods of 1919:— 











ae 


EF SIREN TEED ON eT Pare 


IMPORTS. 

Metric tons. £ (thousands). 

1919, 1920. 1919. 1920. 

POMEF ccsdnscessveeys 218,520 163,735 6,000 6,520 
a ee 194,802 246,811 6,757 8,641 
ener 223,011 259 569 6,559 7,645 
EE ehéuinndbehuinenous 216,659 248 O84 6,204 8,278 
BE Aeceenusweinsiniin 241,726 354,119 4,288 10,981 
BN Biel dscceaetaeniedil 310,284 228 ,722 7,939 9,578 
EE. Shpuatiensaiinneapivites 254,871 313,459 5,183 10,762 
DE. ccinncanknwninesin 234,588 258,866 7,485 12,857 
September —............ 218,533 289 294 7,050 12,615 
ET  citiccacunpanéaing 261,976 326,060 6,733 12,944 
rare 203,036 238,751 6,095 11,405 


Total 


esreeeenereeneeee 











2.578,006 2,928,850 





Ixponts. 





Metric tons. 


70,243 112,226 


——$_———— — oo 


£ (thousands). 


1919. 1920. 1919. 1920. 
TET ere 193,705 147,483 8,814 12,272 
ee 177,273 117,800 10,859 10,930 
Se een 179,256 178,336 10,923 13,854 
SED Candeaiatieabiceddipassiein 157,649 162,653 10,296 10,621 
BE? sucudaiensiientnbieiaion 138,624 199,737 8,888 9,932 
BE iccdiinicsspiubnsumaia 149,408 193,356 11.348 9 068 
NE <iuiciincaibiliceminthintiogs 144,327 178,930 12,256 7,098 
I nasinlsinesctetinnamen 136,660 187,038 10,613 7,936 
September —............ 141,882 159,610 = 10,053 7,219 
NE daa inhseesieniuhin 168,362 215,793 12.753 7,472 
November —........00. 170,540 203,014 12,665 6,523 
































ene 1,757,686 1,943,750 119,468 102,525 
. CUBA. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 


The Canadian Government Trade Commissioner at 
Havana contributes to the ‘‘Weekly Bulletin’ of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa, under date 
of 23rd December, the following interesting summary of the 
economic situation in Cuba, and the causes leading up to it: 

The winter of 1919-20 brought what was probably the most 
phenomenal rise in the prices of raw sugar ever witnessed 
in the history of the industry. From the pre-war prices of 
from 2 to 3 cents a pound ‘‘Cuba”’ sugars advanced slowly 
and steadily in price during the war period to 6 cents in the 
autumn of 1919. Increased consumption in the United States 
and the shortage in Europe now brought in added competition 
for the purchase of the Cuban sugar crop. The Cubans 
witnessed an invasion of sugar buyers from all portions of 
the globe. The Havana newspapers and journals of the 
sugar interests adduced facts to show how great was the 
world’s shortage in sugar. In fact, the man who doubted 
that sugar would not go higher in price and remain at a 
high level was denounced in Cuba as a traitor. 

It is an indisputable fact that the world’s sugar produc- 
tion in 1919 and 1920 has not nearly caught un to the pre- 
war figures. With world production at 16,400.000 tons in 
1919, as compared with 18,500,000 in 1912, with war time 
restrictions removed, with the United States calline for 
more sugar owing to prohibition, it seemed reasonable to 
assume that the demand for sugar would prove much greater 
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than the supply, and that Cuba would obtain a very high 
price tor her sugars over the period of three or four years 
required for the world’s production to come up to the pre- 
war level, 

An immense amount of sugar speculation ensued, and the 
prices advanced rapidly until in the spring of 1920 a figure 
of 235 cents a pound had been reached and holders were 
asking for 25 to 30 cents. These high prices were made 
possible by the action of banks in Cuba, who advanced funds 
for holding stocks up to as high as 15 cents a pound. It is 
conservatively estimated that these banks had this year 
advanced at least 250 million dollars to assist the planters 
and exporters in carrying the crop until it had reached the 
foreign markets. Sugar became so valuable that it required 
immense sums of money to market the huge Cuban crop of 
nearly four million tons, and that at a time when credits all 
over the world were already inflated to a dangerous degree. 

SoaRING Prices anp Port ConcEsTION. 

Concurrently with this high-priced sugar period, the entire 
island had plunged into an orgy of spending, and _ prices 
of all commodities soared until Cuba: became probably the 
most expensive country in the world to live in. The ports 
were congested with ships, and the warehouses blocked with 
merchandise. The Cuban railway equipment proved un- 
equal to the task of carrying away all the merchandise 
collected in the ports, the dock workers were usually on 
strike, and an immense amount of money soon became tied 
up im goods. It is estimated that during 1920 Havana’s 
harbour and docks congestion cost the Cuban consumer at 
least 100 million dollars through costly delays thus imposed 
on vessels discharging at Havana, through the expenses 
incurred in getting goods through congested Customs and 
warehouses, through ‘“‘graft’? and pilferage, and through 
losses on perishable merchandise. 

At the same time, the planters and mill owners were 
borrowing from the banks to extend their properties and to 
buy real estate in the towns throughout the island. Town 
properties soared to outrageous values, and last winter 
100,000 dols. was a common price to pay for a very ordinary 
Havana residence. 

This influenced and helped to extend further the already 
swollen credits of the island, originally based on enhanced 
sugar values. If sugar maintained its high price level every- 
thing would go on merrily, but if it dropped seriously, sound 
banking would dictate drastic restrictions of credit. But 
sugar prices began to drop towards the early summer. While 
the high prices were attracting sugars to America from the 
most unexpected corners of the globe and filling the ware- 
houses of the United States, the consumer was buying less 
refined sugar, and buyers of Cuban sugars seemed to have 
disappeared before the Cubans had got rid of all their crop. 
During the summer a few scattered sales were made, but 
the Cuban had now got accustomed to the idea of 20-cent 
sugar and he refused to sell at 15, 12 or 10 cents. Unfor- 
tunately, many Cuban bankers themselves were under the 
glamour cast by high-priced sugar and did not enforce the 
sale of sugars upon which they had advanced large per- 
eentages. Towards the end of the summer, then, many large 
bank loans of from 20 to 20 dols. a bag were still outstanding 
when sugars had dropped below 25 dols. a bag. 

At this juncture the Asociacion de Hacendados y Colonos 
(Association of Mill Owners and Sugar Planters) decided 
that they would combine in keeping their sugars off the 
market until the price came back again and they were, 
moreover, assisted in this enterprise by Cuban bankers. It 
is said that some 300,000 tons were thus kept off the market, 
on which the banks had advanced a sum estimated at 
between 40 million and 50 million dollars at the rate of 20 
or 25 dols. a bag. But the consumer remained indifferent to 
the plight of the sugar grower and would not buy at 
any price. When sugar slumped to the vicinity of 7 cents 
and refused to be buovant. the Cuban banks began to realise 
the seriousness of their situation. In many cases half of 
the equity behind large sugar loans had disappeared ; credit 
had to be restricted, yet if these sugars had heen sold at 
once losses would have to he faced that no Cuban bank 
could stand if indeed buyers could be found at any prices. 


MorRATORIUM DECLARED. 


Finally, cne bank had to admit that it did not have the 
necessary funds to meet a large cheque presented by one of 
its depositors, and a crisis ensned. Runs by depositors 
developed on nearly every bank, foreien or Cuban, domg 
business on the island, until the President of the Republic 
was appealed to to declare a moratorium, which took effect 
on 10th October and to extend to 30th November, notwith- 
standing the action of the foreign banks, who protested that 
they were in a position to weather any financial troubles. 
The moratorium was again extended to 31st December. At 
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the moment of writing it is expected that the moratorium 
will be once more extended, although it may take a modified 
form providing for liquidation at the rate, say, of 10 per 
cent., or 20 per cent. per month. 


PRESENT FINANCIAL SITUATION* 


Generally business is at a standstill, people cannot and are 
not paying their debis, and every advantage is being taken 
of the moratorium. It has been stated by several 
representatives of large foreign firms which do a big export 
trade with Cuba, that they are simply marking time and 
attempting to collect as much as possible of all sums due 
to them. Some exporters refuse all business which is not on 
a cash basis, others are doing business only with the most 
reliable firms on promissory notes maturing in from three 
to six months. Two or three of the largest purely Cuban 
banks are making very restricted payments to their 
depositors, usually only 10 per cent. of a customer’s total 
deposits, but others, including the Canadian and _ the 
American banks, who were not so deeply involved in sugar, 
are doing a very good business and are paying in full all 
their depositors. 

Havana Port ConcEsTION. 

If anything, the Havana port congestion is worse. Huge 
masses of goods are piled up on the wharves and lighters 
which require money to remove. Much of this merchandise 
was bought at high spring and summer prices which the 
importers now refuse to pay. Meanwhile, there are mount- 
ing dock and lighterage expenses, as well as Customs charges 
to pay, amounting in many instances to much more than the 
value of the goods. In some cases the importer will not pay, 
in other cases he cannot pay, and the goods remain rotting 
on the wharves, But the shipping companies which have 
their own wharves and which do not have to depend on 
lighters are bringing in nearly as much merchandise as ever. 
Last season’s sugar crop did bring in a great deal of money 
to Cuba, and many people are in a position to pay cash 
if necessary for their imports. Heavy shipments of Canadian 
potatoes, for example, are coming into Havana via the 
United Fruit Company from Boston, and there is no trouble 
about payment because these potatoes are being bought at 
the prevailing low market rate. The old-cstablished import 
trade seems to be continuing in many cases as if there were 
no moratorium, but more cash is being required by the 
exporter. 

SITUATION ON THE SuGar PLANTATIONS. 


In December, when a great many mills should be 
grinding cane, there were very few centrals doing 
any grinding. October and November were exceedingly wet 
months, and in some districts the cane has not as yet suffi- 
cient sucrose content to warrant grinding. In other districts 
where the cane is ready for cutting, the centrals are held 
back by the financial situation. Equipment firms in Havana 
who sell to the sugar mills, say that their business is nearly 
at a standstill. Some very well-managed mills are able to 
buy on credit because the machinery house in Havana knows 
that they can make money even if sugar stays as low as 
3 or 4 cents a pound, It is known, however, that there are 
some mills on the island that must sell sugar at 6 cents 
before they can make money. If sugar stays at 4 cents, 
such mills must go to the wall unless they can drastically 
reduce overhead expenses or introduce more economical 
methods. If the sugar mill cannot commence grinding, the 
colono or sugar grower cannot cut his cane unless the labourer 
or cane-outter is content to wait for his pay. Labour 
however, can be obtained to-day at rates less than half of 
the prevailing wages of a year ago. Most of the Cuban 
farmers, it is true, made a great deal of money on_ last 
season’s crop, but many of them had their surplus on deposit 
in banks which are now unable to give their depositors more 
than 10 per cent. of their own money. 

Errorts AT SorvuTion. 


The Cuban sugar industry must have large credits at once, 
and the Island Republic is looking to the United States to 
supply the necessary funds to enable the sugar industry to 
get under way. Loans are being made to some centrals, but 
the amounts are small compared with what is required. It 
is estimated that to alleviate the situation, Cuba requires 
a 100 million dollar loan at once. Some of the foremost 
financial experts of the United States have come to Cul 
during the moratorium with the object of arriving at some 
solution of Cuba’s financial problem. Many reports of loans 
by the United States Government and by American banks 
have been circulated and published, but as yet nothing 
definite has been accomplished. The Cuban Government 
itself is not in a position to advance any large sums of 
money, as it is said that the Treasury is in a rather depleted 
condition. The main stumbling blocks to an immediate 
solution are said to be the very serious situation two or 
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three of the largest Cuban banks were found to be in by 
American financiers, and the insistence on the part of certain 
influential Cuban interests that these insolvent banks be 
propped up rather than be allowed to go into actual bank- 
ruptcy with the inevitable losses to thousands of Cuban 
depositors, to say nothing of the shareholders. There is a 
project actually in formation for establishing a clearing 
house in Havana and a paper issue of clearing-house 
certificates. Such a measure would only aggravate the 
situation and postpone the inevitable liquidation, while such 
a paper issue would suffer from the outset a probable dis- 
count of 25 per cent. This project has met with the united 
opposition of the foreign banks and some of the best elements 
in Cuban financial circles, but it is unfortunately true that 
4 paper issue is receiving heavy support in some politically 
powerful circles. | 
Tue ImMeEpiaTE FuTuRE 


Meanwhile it is probable that the moratorium will be 
extended, with, possibly, provisions for its gradual 
removal by an ascending scale from 10 per cent. per month 
until Cuba receives payment for her forthcoming sugar crop, 
This means that the debts of Cuban merchants to their 
foreign creditors will be gradually liquidated just as the 
gradual lifting of the moratorium will force liquidation 
amongst the Cubans themselves. It is quite possible, too, 
that United States interests will float a Government loan of 
some 50 million dollars, 

Cuba is now able to produce so much sugar that her 
present difficult situation must be only a temporary if pain- 
ful phase of world deflation. As pointed out previously in 
this article, the world’s present sugar production is some 
two million tons below pre-war production, while the demand 
for sugar, especially in North America, where Cuba markets 
the most of her crop, has increased. The recent high sugar 
prices have enabled the sugar industry in Cuba to put more 
of the rich island soil under cane and to construct many of 
the most modern and efficient sugar mills in the world, 
producing a very high-class grade of sugar. If sugar goes 
no higher than its present price in Cuba of around 4 cents, 
Cuba’s proceeds from the forthcoming crop of 3,700,000 tons 
(estimate) will be some 330 million dollars United States 
currency. Even at 3 cents, the normal pre-war price, the 
crop would be worth some 250 million dollars. Cuba has 
enjoyed for many years a visible favourable balance of trade, 
in that her yearly exports have exceeded in value her imports. 
In 1919, for example, the value of her exports was 
571,536,191 dols., and of her imports 354,890,000 dols., 
leaving a favourable balance of trade of 216,646,109 dols.— 
a tremendous sum for a small country of less than three 
million people. 
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Finance and Banking. 


TUNIS. 


EXCESS PROFITS DUTY. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 











TounIs. 


The ‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’”? of 15th January gives 
the text of a Beylical Decree, dated 28th December, 1920, 
determining the period during which the Excess Profits 
Tax is applicable in the Regency of Tunis. 

It is laid down that this period terminates as from 30th 
June, 1920, and that the necessary declarations in regard 
to profits of trading must be filed before 31st March, 1921. 
The Decree proceeds to amplify the method of. application 
of its provisions, and exempts (Art. 2, Sub-Section 3) those 
undertakings whose deficit during the period Ist August, 
1914, to 3lst December, 1918, as compared with their normal 
profits, exceeds the excess profits realised in 1919 and up 
to 30th June, 1920. 

In the case of those who have already furnished the 
statements of account required by Articles 4 and 5 of the 
original Decree, the amounts of the tax to be levied are, until 
1925, subject to revision by the commission established for 
this purpose. In the case of defaulters, after a period of 
three months from the present publication of this Decree, a 
fine varying from 10 per cent. to 25 per cent. is leviable, in 
addition to the fine of 10 per cent. imposed by the original 
Decree of 20th September,. 1917. 

A further Decree of 29th December, 1920, lays down 
further details in connection with the assessment and _ in- 
cidence of the tax. Copies of these Decrees may be con- 
sulted by British firms on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade. 
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Railways. 


BRITISH INDIA. 








REPORT FOR 1919-20. 

The Administration Report on Railways in India for the 
ear 1919-20 states that, in spite of the cessation of hostili- 
ties between the principal Powers, little relief was experienced 
from the demands on Indian railways. The military con- 
centration on the North-West Frontier, labour unrest in 
Europe, and disturbances in India, impeded the improvement 
and re-equipment of Indian railways that was hoped for 
and might otherwise have been realised. 

Gross earnings showed .an increase over the figures of the 
preceding year of nearly 3 crores of rupees (£2,000,000). 
The percentage of working expenses to gross earnings 
increased considerably. This was partly due to the fact that 
the conditions of service of railway servants were improved 
by material increases in the scales of wages and salaries ; and 

art!y due to the high prices demanded for materials, essen- 
tial both for maintenance purposes and for raising the 
standard of efficiency that had been relaxed during the years 
of war. This process of improvement necessarily tends to 
increase working expenses, and it will no doubt take time to 
reduce such costs to normal proportions, owing to the ¢mount 
of lost ground that has to be recovered and to the fact that 
the available supplies of railway material throughout the 
world are not at present equal to the demand. 


CapItaL OuTLAy INCURRED. 


The capital outlay incurred by the Government in the 
purchase and construction of its railways, including the 
liability which remains to be discharged by means of Annuity 
and Sinking Fund payments, amounted at the end of 1919-20 
to £380,768,116. The outlay incurred during 1919-20 was 
£12,054,706 (Rs.18,08,20,592). 

During the year under review the actual capital «xpendi- 
ture fell short of the sanctioned grant for the year by 
Rs.8-48 crores. This lapse was attributable mainly to the 
credit to the capital account of gain by exchange on sterling 
outlay in England and the difficulties attendant on the supply 
of railway materials from there. 

The capital expenditure provided for in the budget for 
1920-21 is Rs.2,198 lakhs (net). This is again a record figure 
and is partly accounted for by the heavy liability carried 
over from the previous year owing to the failure of the 
supply of English materials in 1919-20. 

The actual capital outlay on railways which have been 
financed by private enterprise, such as branch lines promoted 
by companies, District Board lines, Indian State lines, etc., 
amounted at the end of 1919-20 to Rs.70,27,66,000. The 
capital expenditure on such lines during the year was 
Rs.77,86,000. 

TRAFFIC WORKING. 


The year, generally speaking, was one of relaxation and 
withdrawal of the various forms of traffic control which had 
been introduced to cope with the unprecedented problems 
connected with the movement of public and military traffic 
as they arose during the period of the war. 

The problem presented by the transport of coal, a matter 
of vital interest to the industries and railways of the country, 
continued to play an important part in the congested con- 
ditions obtaining on the railways of India. It was 
abundantly clear that the immediate remedy for improving 
matters lay in the judicious handling of this section of 
traffic, on the movement of which more than half of the 
available wagon supply in the country was at one time 
engaged. 

The absence of shipping in Indian waters greatly increased 
the difficulties of the problem, because all coal required at 
the ports of Western and Southern India, which formerly 
was sent by the sea route from Calcutta, had been diverted 
to the all-rail-route across India. The cargo and bunker 
coal alone shipped from the ports of Bombay and Karachi 
amounted to 468,602 tons during the year, or an average 
of over 2,500 wagons permanently diverted from the carriage 
of public coal and merchandise to the provision of this traffic 
in coal which did not benetit the industries or railways of 
India. When the other ports of India, such as Madras, are 
taken into consideration, the total number of wagons thus 
locked up is greatly increased. Towards the end of the year 
the position became so acute that the Railway Board were 
obliged to urge proposals for the early re-diversion to the 
normal route, viz., the rail-cum-sea route via Calcutta, of all 
coal required for the Royal Indian Marine,: railway and 
bunkering purposes. In this way an endeavour was made 
to release a greater number of wagons for the ordinary mer- 
chandise traffic, which had begun to increase steadily with 
the revival of internal trade. 





RAILWAYS—continued. 





MILEAGE OPENED. 


During the year 119-34 miles of railway were opened to 
traffic, bringing the total mileage open up to 36,735 miles. 
The rate of progress on most of the new lines was impeded 
by the difficulties still experienced in obtaining supplies of 
the essential materials for their construction. 

Use or Ott FvuEt. 

The regular use of oil-fuel for locomotives on certain 
sections of the Great Indian Peninsula and of the North- 
Western Railways continues. At the end of the vear under 
review there were on the North-Western Railway 129 engines 
burning oil fuel, and a storage capacity of 19,300 tons of 
the same fuel on the Karachi District. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





THE RAILWAYS IN 1919-20. 


In his Report for the year ended, 3lst March, 1920, the 
General Manager of Railways and Harbours of the Union 
of South Africa states that the year was again one of anxiety 
and difficulty and one of gradual, though by no means com- 
plete, recovery from the effects of the war. As with rail- 
ways in other countries and with other industries, orders at 
times exceeded the capacity to fulfil them. The continued 
increase in traffic absorbed all the additional facilities that 
became available, and for that reason the position showed 
little apparent improvement on that of twelve months before. 
Many improvements were taken in hand prior to, during, 
and since the war, from which full advantage was not yet 
being obtained; but a considerable amount of constructive 
work had been done during the year of which the country 
would soon get the benefit. 

Expectations that the end of the war would be followed 
by a general and rapid improvement in transportation 
conditions were not fulfilled. The war period had its own 
special difficulties, and the post-war period has given rise to 
others no less perplexing. Throughout the greater part of 
the world there has been constant industrial and social un- 
rest—the aftermath of the war. Although felt in South 
Africa in a lesser degree than in other parts of the world, 
the Union had its own problems as it was still dependent 
upon oversea countries for many vital necessities, the delay 
in obtaining which has retarded industrial development and 
the equipment of the railways to cope with the consistently 
heavy and ever-increasing traffic demands. 


New Trarric Recorps Set Up. 

Railway traffic again reached record proportions, large 
increases being recorded under every head. Inter-provincial 
trade continued to expand, and, with the establishment of 
new industries and the increase in agricultural activities, a 
steady and continued growth in traffic was looked for. 

Goods and coal traffic carried increased by 686,000 tons, or 
4-86 per cent., while the number of passengers carried was 
over 9} millions more than during the previous twelve 
months, notwithstanding the increased fares. This remark- 
able growth in passenger traffic is indicative of the general 
prosperity that prevailed. Since Union, the number of 
passengers carried had risen from 27 millions to 61 millions 
per annum. 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

Revenue increased by nearly four million pounds sterling 
(to £19,169,786 from £15,282,279) on the year, partly owing 
to increased traffic, but also to higher rates and fares. The 
weekly earnings of the railways reached the record figure of 
£484,237 for the week ended 25th September, 1919. 

But although there was a iarge increase in revenue, 
expenditure increased in greater ratio (viz., to £15,126,003 
from £11,680,873), due to increased rates of pay, additions 
to the cost of living allowance, and the enormously enhanced 
cost of railway supplies. ) 


CoMPARISON WITH 1909. 

Development can perhaps best be illustrated by comparison 
with the principal figures for 1909—the year before Union— 
over which some of the figures for 1919-20 show remarkable 
increases, as follows: — 


Increases. Percentage 
2,650 miles or 39 
£23,342,000 ,, 32 
-- 13,913,000 miles., 71 
.. £8,714,000 — 
.- £9,451,000 » 167 
. -£32,541,000 » 116 
3,346,000 tons ,, 90 
2,516,000 tons ,, 49 
5,861,000 tons ,, 66 


CHANGES IN THE CARRYING PROBLEM. 


Not many years ago the railway problem in South Africa 
was the movement of traffic from the coast to the interior, 


Open mileage 

Capital cost 

Train mileage 

Railway earnings eo - - 
Railway expenditure, excluding interest 
Number of passenger j ourneys 
Tonnage of goods traffic io 
Tonnage of coul traffic - “ 
Total tonnage of revenue-earning traffic 
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RAILWAYS—continued. 





and the difficulty of finding return loads for the trucks. 
Main line improvements were then designed to reduce the 
gradients against inland loads. To-day the position is 
reversed, the difficulty being to carry traflic to the coast and 
find loads on the return journey. 

The class of trathic carried over the railways has also 
changed. Whereas in 1911 low-rated traffic constituted 84 
per cent. of tho total, in May, 1919, the percentages were 
92 per cent. for low-rated traffic, and 8 per cent. tor high- 
rated trafic. 

This has had the effect of depreciating rates and reducing 
the revenue for the same volume of traffic handled. It has 
altered fundamentally the whole economic position and the 
relationship of revenue earned to work performed, e.g., the 
average earnings per ton of goods carried was 27s. 7d. in 
1910, and 23s- 4d. in 1919-20, notwithstanding the increase 
én rates. 


_ — 
— 


Minerals and Metals. 
RHODESIA, 











GROWTH OF THE ASBESTOS INDUSTRY. 

An outstanding feature of the history of Southern 
Rhodesian mining during the past few years has been the 
remarkably rapid development of the asbesios industry, 
states the ‘south African Mining and KEngineering 
Journal.’’ The existence of chrysolite asbestos in both 
Matabeleland and Mashonaland has been known for a con- 
siderable time, and fourteen years ago specimens were 
obtained from the Belingwe-Shabani area and exhibited in 
Bulawayo. But the commercial value of asbestos was low 
at that time, the limited market for fibre was well supplied 
by the Canadian and Siberian mines, and the Khodesian 
discoveries excited little interest. 

Just previous to the late war, however, a find in the 
Victoria area engaged considerable attention, and during 
the war period the discovery and preliminary exploitation 
of other and very large chrysolite deposits in the Belingwe 
and Victoria areas and elsewhere, the growth of demand 
for the product, and the increasing number of uses for 
‘asbestos, coupled with the virtual cessation of output from 
the Siberian asbestos deposits, greatly stimulated activity 
in the Rhodesian fields, and the output has steadily in- 
creased, as the following figures of preduction show :— 


Cc 


Tons. 
Total production to end of 1916 ............... 11,037 
BOCAS PTOGUCHION, TDTT ncssencseecsescesesesssses: 9,562 
BOCRE PEOEMCTIOR, TRIG. cvssiccecoscesssesercessee 8,574 
OE SOR, TIPE wide dtesincncesccvncsacessen 9,799 
lotal production, 1920 (8 months) .......... 9,600 

48,572 


The total value of Rhodesian asbestos produced up to 31st 
August, 1920, was £1,204,381. 

Recent DEVELOPMENTS. 

During the past two-and-a-half years great and permanent 
progress has been made in the industry in Rhodesia. A 
policy of rapid and extensive development has been pursued, 
with the result that within this short period the principal 
mines have become regular producers, with assured long 
leases of life before them. 

The Belingwe district has come rapidly to the front rank 
with three mines contiguous to each other, extending over 
a distance of at least 16,000 feet, each operating its own 
mill. The most significant fact is, that the result of this 
work has given such confidence to the mine owners that pre- 
parations are now in hand for further extensive expansion 
in milling, mining, and the erection of permanent buildings. 

Beside these mines there are several properties in the 
prospecting and preliminary development stages, and active 
prospecting for further occurrences is in progress. 

A keen demand all over the manufacturing world con- 
tinues for Rhodesian fibre, and while the Canadian No. 1 
crude, which forms such a very small percentage of the 
total Canadian output, must be placed in a class by itself, 
it is probably correct to sav that a far greater percentage 
of the Rhodesian fibre is spinnable and works up well with 
a small admixture of Canadian spinning fibre. 

As regards the short, or No. 3, and lower grades, the sale 
and export of which are governed by transport facilities, 
the linking of the mines to the trunk railway system of the 
‘country is a matter of pressing importance. 








—- 
































Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
NEW PREFERENTIAL CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the ‘‘Customs 
Duty Ordinance 1921’’ (No. 32 of 1920), containing the new 
Preferential Customs Tariff in operation in the Colony, 
which gives effect to the Canada-West Indies Trade Agree- 
ment. The present Ordinance, which repeals the ‘‘Customs 
Duties Ordinance 1920,” came into operation on 24th 
December, 1920, and is to continue in force until 8lst 
December, 1921, unless otherwise enacted. 

The British Preferential Rates in the Tariff will apply 
to goods the growth, produce, or manufacture of the British 
Empire. 

The Ordinance provides that in addition to any other 
export duties leviable in British Guiana, there shall be 
levied an export duty (known as the Colonisation Duty), of 
one per cent. ad valorem on all produce exported from the 
Colony. 

The following statement shows tho duties leviable on the 
principal classes of goods imported into the Colony :— 











| 
| Rates of Import Duty. 
! 











|_ British 
Articles. ‘Preferential General 
| Tariff. Tariff. 
| § c. $ c. 
Iron or steel. 
(a) Hoop - - ss - perewt.) 6 15 0 30 
(b) Galvanised, in bars, rods, sheets, or corru- 
gated - o* se - perewt. 0 50 1 00 
(c) Black, in bars, rods, sheets, or plates other than 
boiler plates, - _ - perewt.| 0 30 0 60 
(2) Nails, other than horse shoe nails and 
spikes - - a oi ercwt. | 0 25 0 50 
(e) Bolts, nuts, washers and chains, per cwt. 0 40 0 80 
Common soap... ai - .. per 100 Tb. 0 60 1 20 
Nore.—It is provided that all articles subject to 
specific duties Kin which the above are included) ss 
shall be subject to an additional duty of 5 per cent. 
thereof, except in the case of Matches and certain 
imports from Venezuela. 
Most classes of machinery, and accessorics for ma- 
chinery, except electric machinery “° ea Free 5%, ad val. 
Electric machinery +s es e- o .-| 10% ad val. | 20% ad val. 
Boots and shoes, clothing, textiles, hardware othe) 
than the iron or steel goods specified above ..| 10% ad val. | 20%, aa cal. 
Manures, vermin-killers, and insecticides = ie Free Free 
All other articles not specified in the Schedules of 
Dutiable Articles or in the Sehedule of Free Goods 10% ad val.) 20% ad vay 
Provided that Patent or Proprietary Medicines 
gazetted as such by order of the Medical Board not 
containing more than 50 per cent. of proof spirit . 
shall pay - - ee ‘i in ..| 25% ad val. | 50% ad val. 
{NorkE.—It is provided that all articles subject t: 
ad valorem duties shall be subject to an additiona! 
soe A - 10 per cent. of the amount of the duty | 
eviable.} 





The complete text of the Customs schedules may be seen 
by persons interested on application to the Tariffs Section, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
S.W. 1. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


IMPORT DUTIES ON GRAIN, PULSE AND 
FLOUR TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED. 
Government Notification No. 36, dated 8th January, 1921, 
states that grain, pulse and flour imported into British 
India from Ist January, 1921, to 3lst March, 1921, have 

been exempted from Customs. duty. 











NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal”? is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. im the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘The Editor. 
Telephone No. Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or Branches (see Cover). 














wey 





\- at. a. ee 


hat 





1y, 
ms 
4th 
Ist 


ply 
‘Ash 


her 





val. 
d val. 


ree 


ad vay 


ud val. 


seen 


tion, 
Gate, 


1921, 
ritish . 
have : 


1, (id. 


in the 
mnnun, 


Build- 
litorial 
ditor.” 


Il com: 
» BM. 


“ondon, 








Ferruary 24, 1921. THE 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


223 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continied. | 


RAW HIDES AND SKINS: EXPORT 
VALUATIONS. 

The following statement shows the official list of revised 
Tariff valuatiens in effect from 5th February, 1921, for use 
in connection with the levying of the duty on raw hides 
and skins exported from British India :— _ | 

Raw Hides and Skins.—The Tariff valuations of raw hides 
and skins exported from India have been revised with effect 
from 5th February, 1921, as specified below :—- 








j 

! a 

| TaRir¢ VALUATION. 
| | ’ 


Old | Revised 
Per | Rate. | tate. 
Rs. As. Ps. |Rs. As. Ps. 
n. | 
oo and air dried hides— | | 
(a) Cows (including valf skins) 
Framed en 








(010 0 


jperlb.: 0.11 0 
5 O 


] 
in 0 5 6 


com) 
wl 


Unframed .. , 





s (i ing calf skins 
” ee ee ie 6 0 [0 5 6 
Unframed .. - wht «ov 13:3 610 8 8 
BURMESE. | 
Arsenicated and air dried hides— | - 
(a) Cows (including calf skins) ..| , |9 7 9 |0 6 : 
(b) Buffaloes (including calf skins); , 0 4 0 |0 3 
INDIAN AND ——— | 
Dry Salte ides— : | he 
ia a hoon (including calf skins) ..) , 0 6 6/0 5 6 
(b) Buffaloes (including calf skins); ,, | 0 0 0 2 6 
(3) Wet Salted Hides— | a - 
(a) Cows (including calf skins) ../ , | 9 5 6 0 5 ; 
(b) Buffaloes (including calf skins)| ,, ©0 2 6 |O 2 : 
(4) Goat and kid skins... .+| piece | 2 0 0 1 : 
(5) Sheep Skins “a ..| piece, 012 0 | O 














EGYPT. 


IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS: IRON AND 
STEEL MANUFACTURES. 

The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel’”’ of 17th January contains 
the following list of revised Tariff valuations, for use In 
assessing the duties on iron and steel manufactures imported 
into Egypt, with effect from 16th January to 15th March, 
1921, or until denunciation : — 





Import valuations. 
per kilog. 
Articles. Milliémes. 
lron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark* - 
1 in. thick and upwards :— 
British, and similar articles from all other 


I sc cicnnccsuenenned wide seseaeeeeeteeen ees 24 
Belgian and German, and similar articles 
from all other countries  .........eceseeee eens: 16 
American and similar articles from all other 
I se ssscevicinncienemansines sien 20 
Iron and steel bars and angles and tees and 
U ordinary, without mark :— 
British, and similar articles from all other 
CE nintcanansnacssiagiersiens eeeteeeeesenees 18 
Belgian and German, and similar articles 
from all other countries ................e eee 123 
American and similar articles from all other 
BID | ti cccuihictensipabaeninaiemecinseannite 15 
TE ki cis snsncmntnenveweneavedeincssenscons 29 
IE ceteetisenaicinnknnnnnddciimahnntmennaneinenincenenen 1] 
I nes esnscsnmssessedetenaereavanvswese 273 
I I, snniceninnansnenstarerereesss 14 
Tron and steel hoops, with holes ................2..065. 291 
Galvanized sheets (B.G. 16 to 26) ........... perrres 30 
Galvanized corrugated sheets (B.G. 16 to 26) ...... 27 
I I sisvvanancsvenciccecvwneraseckes ] 
ME i nc insceplanechenesmiohsnivianienns 55 
A aa ialili ks eens aiiaibbaneinwiinilbke 72 
Nails, French. 13 x 30 to 24 x 200 ...........ce cece ees 22 
Iron and steel girders : — 
British and similar articles from all other 
eats ate 18 
Belgian and German, and_ similar articles 
from all other countries ..................55: 12} 








*The duties on iron and steel bearing marks of quality are 
leviable ad valorem. The following are not regarded as 
marks of auality: Siemens Martin, S. M. Thomas, the names 
of manufacturers withont crown brands, or with a single 
crown brand. provided they do not specify a special quality, 
as well as all other marks of which notice is given by the 
importers, and which are accepted beforehand by the 
Customs. 


| 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued 





Iron tubes for gas and water, of 2ft. and 
upwards, and fittings, discount on trade list 
of Ist September, 1907, black and galvanized ad vulorem 
Iron tubes for steam, red, of 2ft. and upwards, 
and fittings, discount on trade list of Ist 
TE sscrsesecsndenassnonsciedindesocrees ad valorem. 
Iron tubes for boilers, black, 6ft. and upwards, 
discount on trade list of lst November, 1888 ad valorem. 


GOLD COAST. 


REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

The Gold Coast Customs Tariff Amendment Ordinance 1921 
contains the new Schedule of Import Duties which came into 
operation in the Colony on 22nd January, 1921. 

The First Schedule of the present Ordinance specifying 
the Import Duties is substituted for the corresponding 
Schedule to the Customs Tariff Ordinance 1915 (No. 7 of 
1915), as subsequently amended, and is as follows :— 








Tue First ScHepute. 
‘Table of Duties.”’ £ os. d. 
1. On ale, beer and porter of all kinds, cider and 
perry, the imperial gallon or part thereof (pro- 
vided that any ale, beer, porter, cider, or perry 
containing more than 10 per centum of alcohol 
shall be dutiable as if it were an article falling 


within the purview of Item 20 (c) of this 

i 0 2 0 
2. On bread (pilot, cabin or ships), the hundred 

pounds or part thereof ..............ccccesceeceecees 0 4 0 


3. On candles, per hundred pounds or part thereof 0 8 O 
4. On cartridges :— 
(a) Filled for rifles and guns, the hundred or 


ES SEO ae 0 5 0 
(b) Filled for revolvers and _ pistols, the 
hundred or part thereof .................. 0 2 6 
(c) Unfilled, the hundred or part thereof...... 0 1 0 
9. On Cement (Portland or Roman) and lime 
(hydraulic or water) the hundredweight or 
EE EE «sins cisstitdinidencenaigiucinnbitdieind naatamadiie 0 0 8 
6. On coffee the pound or part thereof ...... raw 0 O 4 
other 0 0 8 
7. On cordage, per hundredweight or part thereof 0 8 0 
8. On firearms and parts thereof :— 
(a) Rifles and guns, other than flint-lock ...... 2 0 0 
(b) Revolvers and pistols, other than flint-lock 1 0 0 
(c) Flint-lock guns and pistols ..................... 1 0 0 
4. On flour in barrels or bags, per 196 pounds or 
ME hsdceisuisdcuhnans deisncadaaeebans bbiadibnisikie 0 2 6 
10. On fish, salted and cured, per hundred pounds 
I ttinicickiniiibiiasaratronebiiésinndienees 0 8 O 
11. On gunpowder, the pound or part thereof ... 0 1 O 
[2. On lard and lard compounds, per hundred 
pounds or part thereof ................ccccceceeeeees 0 8 0 
13. On lead in any form, the pound or part thereof ( 0 03 
14. On matches, per gross of boxes each containing 
not more than 80 matches ...................c0ce0e0- 0 2 0 
and in addition, per gross, of boxes for every 
additional 40 matches or part thereof per box 0 1 0 
15. On oil: — 
(a) Illuminating including kerosene and other 
refined petroleum burning oils, per gall. 0 0 6 
(b) Motor spirit, including benzine, benzoline, 
gasoline, naphtha, and petrol spirits 
generally per gallon _.............ccccesesees 0 0 8 
16. On percussion caps, the hundred or part thereof 0 1 O 
17. On rige, per hundred pounds or part thereof... 0 1 6 
18. On salt, fishery or coarse, not being refined, 
per hundred pounds or part thereof ............ 01 6 
19. On soap, other than toilet soap, the hundred- 
weight or part thereof  .................c.ccceeeeeeee 0 3 0 
20. On spirits :— 
(a) On brandy, whisky, gin, rum, liqueurs, 
miscellaneous spirits or strong waters, 
not being sweetened or mixed with any 
article so that the degree of strength 
cannot be ascertained by _ Tralles’s 
alcoholometer, per imperial gallon or 
IE sininsdsiaianiniiebaiiitaaieniceds 1 0 0 
And for every degree or part of a degree 
in excess of a strength of 50 per centum 
as ascertained by such alcoholometer 
an additional duty per imperial gallon 
NE ixcitnsekineinateiacenmtieeninn 0 0 6 


(b) On alcoholic bitters, gin and liqueurs being 
sweetened or mixed with any article so 
that the degree of strength cannot be 
ascertained as aforesaid per imperial 
gallon or part thereof 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—coniinued. 





(c) On brandy, rum and miscellaneous spirits £ s. d. 
or strong waters being sweetened or 
mixed with any article so that the 
degree of strength cannot be ascertained 
as aforesaid per imperial gallon or part 
thereot 

Note.—The duty on methylated and 

other non-potable spirits, admitted to 

entry as such by the Comptroller of 

Customs shall be calculated at the ad 

. walorem rate. 

21. On sugar, per hundred pounds or part thereof 0 6 0 

22. On swords and bayonets (except swords of 
native West African manufacture) each........ 1 0 90 


23. On tea, the pound or part thereof ............... 0 0 4 
24. On tobacco:— 
(a) On manufactured tobacco or snuff, the 
pound or part thereof — .............eeeeee: 0 4 0 
(b) On unmanufactured tobacco, the pound 
or part thereof _.............scccscccscsseseess 0 1 6 
(c) On cigars, the fifty or part thereof ......... 0 ; : 


(d) On cigarettes, the hundred or part thereof 0 
25. On wines:— 
(a) On still wines (other than medicated) the 
imperial gallon or part thereof ............ 0 2 0 
(b) On sparkling wines, the imperial gallon or 
part thereof 
Provided that any wines containing 
more than 20 per centum of alcohol shall 
be dutiable as if they were articles 
falling within purview: of Item 20 (c) 
of this Schedule 
The Second Schedule to the Ordinance No. 7 of 1915, 
specifying the articles free of Customs duties is amended 
by the present Ordinance as follows :— 
(1) By inserting after Item 13 thereof the following item: 
13a. Beef and pork, pickled or salted. 
(2) By deleting Item 25a and substituting the following 
item: 
25a Drugs and medicinal preparations recognised by 
the British Pharmacopeia and admitted as such 
by the Comptroller of Customs. | 
(3) By deléting Item 47 and substituting the following 
item: 
47. Oil fuel, not being illuminating oil or motor spirit. 
(4) By deleting Item 54a, viz., Provisions. 
(5) By inserting after Item 59 the following items: 
59a. Sports materials imported by an athletic club 
approved by the Governor. 
Stereotype or other blocks for printing trade 
marks. 


59b. 


Ad Valorem Duties. 

The present Ordinance repeals Section 2 of the Ordinance 
No. 7 of 1915, and the following section is substituted 
therefor : — 

‘©9 On and after 22nd day of January, 1921. there shall 
be raised, collected, levied, and paid unto His Majesty 
for the use of the Gold Coast Colony upon all goods 
of every description imported into the Colony, not 
being goods specifically charged with duty in the First 
Schedule hereto, or goods specially exempted from 
duty in the Second Schedule hereto, an ad valorem 
duty of £12 10s. sterling per centum in the case of 
Provisions, and of £20 sterling per centum in the 
ease of goods other than provisions on the value of 
the goods at the port or place from which the same 
shall have been imported.”’ 


PALESTINE. 


EXPORTATION OF DURRA. 


Adverting to the notice published in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal” of 10th February, containing a list of goods the 
exportation of which is restricted from Palestine, the Board 
of Trade have been notified that durra has been removed 
from the list, and that the exportation ef that article from 
Palestine is now unrestricted. 











ZANZIBAR PROTECTORATE. 


INCREASED CUSTOMS DUTY ON DISTILLED 
LIQUORS. 


By Proclamation No. 24 of 1920, dated 31st December, 
1920, the duty specified in Section 19 (1) (a) of the Customs 
Decree, 1911, on distilled liauors imported for sale or use 
in the Protectorate, is raised from 5 rupees the gallon to 10 
rupees the gallon. 














CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





Section 19 (1) (a) as revised by the present Proclamation 
now reads as follows :— 

19 (1) Any person importing alcoholic spirituous, distilled, 
or fermented liquors into Our Island Dominions shall pay 
by way of duty thereon at the rate following :— 

(a) 10 rupees the gallon at 50 degrees of the Gay-Lussac 
alcoholometer at the temperature of 15 degrees 
of the Centigrade thermometer in respect of all 
distilled liquors which are imported as aforesaid 
for sale or use in Our said Dominions. The said 
duty shall be augmented proportionately for each 
degree above 50 degrees, and shall be diminished 
proportionately for each degree below 50 degrees. 





FOREIGN. 


DENMARK, 
WITHDRAWAL OF IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received translation of a Notifica- 
tion issued by the Danish Ministry of Justice on 28th 
December last, revoking the prohibition of the importation 
into Denmark of fireworks and of the following chemicals 
used in the production of explosives: —Nitric acid ; sulphuric 
acid; oxalic acid; nitrates; chlorates;  per-chlorates; 
oxalates; glycerine; carbolic acid; naphthaline; aniline; 
benzol; toluol; cymol; sulphur; quicksilver; phosphorus; 
iodine ; metallic sodium and potassium; aluminium powder; 
calcium phosphide ; su!phuret of antimony; peroxide of lead; 
and manganese dioxide. 

The importation of the following articles, however, still 
remains prohibited, under Decree of 23rd November, 1918, 
viz.:—Arms, hand grenades, explosives, ammunition, per- 
cussion. caps, explosive capsules, match cord, time fuses, 
organic nitro-compounds, including picrie acid, picrates, 
pyroxiline, and collodion. 


FINLAND. 


RELAXATION OF IMPORT AND EXPORT 
RESTRICTIONS. 


H.M. Consul at Helsingfors reports that, by a Decision 
passed by the Finnish Cabinet on 3rd February, all exports 
from Finland are to be entirely free from licence, with the 
exception of grain and sugar, which will be prohibited 
(cereals for seed will be allowed to be exported under licence), 
and of ships and vessels which will require special permission 
from the Cabinet. 

As regards imports, the Decision provides that import 
licences are no longer to be required, with the following 
exceptions temporarily until the new Customs Tariff, now 
under revision, comes into force :— 

(1) All articles of luxury included in a list drawn up by 
the Ministry of the Interior, exception being made 
only for such articles as may be required for scientific, 
technical, sanitary, educational, and some special 
industrial purposes. The list in question was pub- 
lished on 10th February, and particulars of the goods 
covered thereby are given below. 

(2) Wheat flour and meal, ground rice, and sugar (which 
articles are to be imported by the Government and 
rationed to the population), and tobacco. Tobacco 
factories will be allowed to import during the year 1921 
for home consumption, under licence, a maximum of 
3,200,000 kilogs., which is 60 per cent. in excess of 
the quantity hitherto allowed. If tobacco is exported, 
the import of unmanufactured tobacco will he pro- 
portionately increased. Rvye and coffee will be free 
for import as from Ist March. 

H.M. Consul reports that it is further stated that the 
Currency Board and the Licence Committee are to be closed, 
and that a temporary Department will be established and 
attached to the Ministry of Trade and Industry to control 
exports and imports and to grant licences when such may 
be required. 














LIST OF GOODS PROHIBITED TO BE IMPORTED INTO FINLAND, EXCEPT UNDER 
LICENCE. 


From CATEGORY I.—ANIMATLS AND ANIMAL Pronvots, AGRICTLI- 
TURAL PRODUCTS, FOODSTUFFS, ETC. 


Tariff No. 
6-7 Geese and other poaltry. 
11 Meat of poultry. 
Herrings, nickled or smoked. 


19-20 Ovsters and mussels, and crabs of all kinds. 

21 Caviar? and other fish roe. 

22 Sausages. 

25 Meat extract, desiccated sonns, soy and sauces. 

26 Preparations of animal meat or narts of animals, conked or pte - 


served against decomposition otherwise than by salting, drying 
or smoking. : 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—coniinued. 





Tariff No. 
ex 30, 32, 33 Rye*, wheat, rice. 
36 Lentils. " 
39 §£ Other cereals, not specially mentioned (not including barley, oats 
buckwheat, or maize). 
40-41 Rye meal.* 
43-45 Wheat flour and whe at groats. 
46-47 Flour and groats of rice and of other kinds of cereals not specially 
mentioned, also macaroni and vermicelli. 
73-75 Fruit and berries, fresh or simply cooked, even if crushed or other- 
wise broken-up, except lemons. 
76, 78-80 Fruit, berries, and nuts, dry or dried (except coconuts and copra). 
81 Fruit. and berries preserved in oil, spirit, vinegar or pickled. 
83, 84 & Vegetables not specially mentioned, fresh (except cucumbers, onions 


86-8 and cabbages), salted or dried (even if mixed with roots), preserved 
in spirit or vinegar, also pickled. 

89 Mushrooms, edible. 

90 Arrowroot, cassava root, manioca root and tapioca root. 

9] Flower bulbs. ; 

93 Flowers and parts of flowers, natural, cut, fresh or dried, not specially 


mentioned, for decorative purposes, loose or tied together. 

95-97 Living plants, not specially mentioned ; and plants dried, or other- 
wise prepared, for decorative purposes. 

99 Sprays and leaves, natural for decorative purposes, fresh or dried, 
coated with varnish, paint or otherwise prepared ; artificial 
plants chiefly composed of dried natural leaves ; grass prepared for 
decorative purposes. 

104 Cheese, all kinds. 


108 Small fancy bread, cakes, biscuits, gingerbread and similar bakers’ ’ 
wares, not classed as confectionery. 
113° Cocoa powder, sweetened, and chocolate (also cocoa in solid form), and 


cocoa substitutes of all kinds, sweetened. 

118-122 Sugar, refined or unrefined ; molasses not mixed ; grape sugar, glucose, 
starch syrup, non-alcoholic sugar colouring matter. 

123 Confectionery, not specially mentioned in the Tariff. 

124 Honey, natural and artificial. 

125-128 Liquorice. 

129-130 Capers ; nutmeg and mace. ; 

136 Saffron, vanilla, and vanilline. 

140 Spices not specially mentioned in the ‘lariff (not including pepper, 
cardamoms, anis*, cloves, allspice, ginger or mustard). 

141-151 Conserves in hermetically-sealed receptacles. 


162 Mineral waters. 
163-166 Tobacco, unmanufactured or manufactured, and tobacco substi- 
tutes. 


From CatTecory Il.—TEXTILES. 
175-176 Silk, not spun, silk waste and silk wadding. 


233 Silk spun, even combined with other textile materials, not made 
up for retail gale. 
ex 249 Mats and matting of paper yarn. 
250 Plush of jute, not mixed with other materials. 
254 Velvet and plush, and tissues similar to velvet and plush, of other 


unspecified textile materials, even combined with cotton or 


ute. 

256-63 Tisaues of paper, hemp, flax, and other unspecified textile materialz, 
with their whole surface similarly woven (except bookbinders’ 
eloth), weizhing less than 500 grammes per sq. metre—whether 
unbleached, bleached, dyed or p:inted. 


264 Tissues of such materials cther than with the whole surface similarly 
woven. 

268-271 Carpets. mats and rugs of wool. 

272 Velvet and plush and tissues similar to velvet and plush, of wool. 

273 Dress cloths of wool, weighing 390 crammes Or more per sq. metre, 


and containing threads wholly or partly of silk, the silk not 
exceeding 3 per cent. of the total weight of the tissue. 

278 Shag, velvet and plush, of pure silk or of silk combined with other 
textile materials. 

979-280 Tissues, not specially mentioned, of pure or mixed silk. 

281, 283, | Ribbons, laces, and passementerie of shag, plush or velvet, and of 
285 & 2856 j silk. 

287-291 Lace, lace tissues and tulle of textile materials. 

298-301 Hosicry and other goods made by knitting, crochet or net work, 
of pure or mixed silk. 

303 Embroideries. 

311 Hats (finished or partly finished), trimmed with flow>rs or feathers. 

313 Hats (finished, or partly finished) of material containing silk, orna- 
mented or trimmed. 

317 Tissues and other textile materials covered with rubber or stuck 
together with rubber solution or lining of rubber; also elastic 
textile goods, all kinds containing rubber threads—all these, of 
textile materials of pure or mixed silk. 

320 Tissues and other textile goods, waterproofed or covered with other 
materials than rubber, including oiled cloth, and varnished or 
lacquered tissues—of silk or mixed silk (not including carpets 
and insulating material). 

323 Corsets, wholly or party of silk. 

Clothes and other sewn articles not specially mentioned :— 


325-26 Of lace, lace tissucs or tulle. 

827-28 Of silk or mixed silk. 

329, 381 Of wool or other textile materials, if having embroidery or lace, 
or if having linings, facings or other trimmings containing 
silk. 

333 Umbrellas and parasols of pure or mixed silk. 

335 Braces, belts and garters, suspenders for clothing, sleeve holders 


and other similar articles, of pure or mixed silk materials, or of 
gold wire-drawers’ work. 

337-38 Artificial flowers, fruits and plants, prepared chiefly from textile 
materials, papet, straw, or similar materials; also imitations of 
butterfiies, beetles, ornamental feathers and the like, intended for 
decorative purposes, made of similar materials ; and parts of the 
above. 

389-341 Textile wares combined with fine metal threads; and gold wire- 
drawers’ wares. 


342 Bedding (bolsters, matresses, &c.), and screens with covering of 
pure or mixed silk. 
844-5 Bags, portfolios, cases and boxes, purses, lampshades, pocket books, 


memorandum books, fitted up or not, covered on the outside 
with textile materials. 

347-8 Ornamental feathers, not worked or worked; and artificial furs 
thereof. 

349 Fans of all kinds. 


From Category I1I.—WOODEN WARES, &C. 
370 Walking sticks. 
371-73 Wooden frames. 
Finished articles of wood, not specially mentioned in the Tariff :— 
Weighing more than 2 kilogs. net each :— 


374-5 Bronzed, gilt or silvered ; with carved or inlaid work; and 
stained, waxed, lacquered, polished or with a similar surface 
preparation. 

378 Other kinds (not painted or varnished), of woods other than 


pine, deal, birch and alder. 
379-81 Weighing up to 2 kilogs. nct each, all kinds. 
393-397 Manufactures of canes, twizs and the like, not specially mentioned 
(basketmakers’ wares, mats, etc.). 





*The Decision regarding the free import of rye and rye meal comes into force 
on Ist March, 1921. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





Tariff No. 
398 Plaits for hats, of straw and other vegetable materials (not being 


— materials), if combined with silk or materials containing 
silk. 


: FROM CATEGORY IV.—PAPER AND PAPER WARES. 

415 Paper, not specially mentioned in the Tari, coloured otherwise 
than in the pulp, lacquered, varnished, gilt, silvered or coated 
with other metal, enamelled, furnished with printed patterns in 
one or more colours, folded, pressed or stamped. 

422 Blanks, not printed, for business cards, visitinz cards, menu cards 
and the like ; and labels and tickets of all kinds, without letter- 


press. 

423-5 Photograph and postcard albums and parts thereof : postage stamp 
albums, with stamps or not, and parts thereof : albums for verses 
me — ¥ wrongs ol note books and other books with 
_plain or ruled paper, bound, not specially menti ; 

427 Wallpaper and friezes of all kinds. . inate 

= . Playing cards. 

429-431 Manufactures of paper, cardboard, pasteboard or pulp, not sn°ciall 
mentioned in the Tariff, even if combined with ye ma wg , 


432 Pictures of all kind3, reproduced by printinz or othor process, un- 
. framed ; picture postearis and congratulatory cards. 
433 — books and painting books for children, with or without 
ext. 
ex 441 Visiting cards, business cards and labels, printed. 
FROM CATEGORY V.—FEATHERS, Ivory, CoraL, &0 
445 Feathers (plucked), and down. ieee 
451 Manufactures of ivory, walrus or hippopotamus teeth or tortoiseshell 


(not includiug plates and sheets for further manufacture. kev- 
boards, knife handles and materials therefor, or whip oat Nay 
the rough). 
454 Manufactures of mother-of-pearl and shell of mussels and molluses 
(combined or not. with other materials except gold or silver), not 
; includinz knife handles and materials th >refor. 
5-6 Corals, genuine, mounted or not. 
7-60 Pearls, real, set or not; and imitation pearls, also bead fringes for 
lamp-shades, ete. ’ 


5 
> 


he 


From Category VI.—LEATHER WARES, AND Furs 
473-475 Boots and shoes, with ‘uppers of pure or mixed silk, dancing pumps, 
etc. (vinda), other kin ls ; and boots ani sho2s of patent leather. 


479 Gloves of leather, combined or not with textile materials, not 
specially mentioned. 
480 Saddlers’ wares, even of textile materials; other manufactures 


(not specially mentioned) of leather or skin combined or not 

with other materials, weighing more thin 0°5 kilozs. net each. 
481 Boxes, belts parts of belts and braces, cases, memorandum books, 

portfolios, pocket books, bags, with or without accessories, com- 

bined or not with other materials, weighing up to } kilog. each. 
482-84 Furriers wares, all kinds, dressed or not. 


_— FROM CATEGORY VIII.—METAL WARES. 
yo ap A Gold and silver, manufactured or not, except coins. 


ex 504-505 Platinum, unmanufactured, in plates or wire ; and wares, not epeci- 
ally mentioned (except articles for technical and scientific use) 
wholly or partly of platinum, set or not with gems or pearls. ; 
515 Cast art and ornament articles of iron, such as busts, med ullions, 
flower vases, writing stands, match stands, candlesticks and 
ornamental castinzs ‘or chandeliers and lamps. 
536 Plates and sheets of iron and steel, if gilt, silvered or plated with 
precious metals. 
585-6 Bayonets, swords and similar weapons, with or without sheaths: 
and parts thereof. : 
588 Table knives and forks, with handles of ivory, mother-of-pearl 
porcelain or tortoise-shell, also gilt or silvered. 
591-594 Clasp knives, jack knives, seamen’s and workmen's knives with 
handles of ivory, mother-of-pearl, or tortoiseshell, also gilt or 


silvered. 
ex 597 Scissors and shears, not -” cially mentioned ; hair clippers, cork- 
screws, sugar-tongs, nail clippers and nut crackers—if gilt or 
silvered. . 
606 Driving and riding requisites not specially mentioned (spurs, stirrups, 


buckles for harness, etc.), gilt or silvered. 
614 Firearms of all kinds, including machine-guns, and finished parts 


of such. 
615-617 War material of all kinds, not specially mentioned in the Tariff. 
€18-627 .Hardware and manufactures of malleable and non-malleable east- 
iron, not specially mentioned in the Tariff—if gilt or silvered. 


633 Manufactures of lead and alloys thereof, not speciall 
in the Tariff, gilt or silvered. deteneenenes 
641 Wire of coppe!, nickel, tin, zinc and other unspecified metals and 
alloys, gilt or silvered. 
644 Other manufactures of the metals and alloys mentioned in No. 641, 


gilt, silvered or plated with precious metals. 


Frou CaTeGorY IX.—VERICLES, INSTRUMENTS, CLOOKS AND 
WATCHES. 
ex 708 Carriages and vehicles not specially mentioned (not including 
railway coaches, tramcars, cycle, or baby carriages), and frames 
therefor ; also wheels with rubber tyres for such vehicles, except 
ae for carrying goods, automobiles and tyred wheels 
ereior. 
709-715 Musical instruments of all kinds, and parts and accessories therefor. 
718-719 Cameras, with or without lenses, and parts thereof. 
727 & 729 es — cases of gold or platinum, and separate cases of these 
materials. 
731 & ex733 Clocks, except wall clocks and alarm clocks. 


FROM CATEGORY X.—PRECIOUS STOVES, STONSWARES, POTTERY 
AND GLASS WAREs. 


740 Precious stones, unset, of all kinds, not specially mentioned. 
747-8 Plates and sheets of marble, polished or ground or not. 

754 Manufactures of amber and jet, not specially mentioned. 

758 Works of art and articles of the industrial arts, not sp2cially men- 


tioned, made of gypsum, combined or not with wood, common 
“metal, or the like. 

760 Manufactures, not specially mentioned, of marble, alabaster, even 
if artificial, and of porphyry and other of the finer qualities of 
stones, intended chiefly as ornaments, such as vases, urns, statuettes, 
animal figures, ctc., even combined with wood, common metal, 
or the like. 

762-764 Manufactures of stone, not specially mentioned, for other than 
chemical, metallurgical and industrial purposes. 

769 Baths and wash hand-basins of earthenware or faience. 

771-72 Architectural ornaments of earthenware (including those of terra 
cotta), glazed or not. 

774 Manufactures of teal porcelain, of two or more colours, gilt, silvered 
or ornamented in a similar manner, even if combined with wool or 
common metals. 

781 Tiles and tile stove ornaments, of two or more colours, gilt, silvered 
or otherwise decorated in a similar manner. 

783-84 Ceramic fancy wares (articles for luxury purps23s), and other 
articles which must be regarded as intended mainly for ornaments 
and being of real use only to a subsidiary extent, if at all, such ag 
etagere decorations, flower vases, flower stands; ornam:nta 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— continued. 





Tariff No. ° : I ; 
jardinieres, artificial flowers of porcelain, ete.—even in combina- 


tion with wood, common metal, or the like. 

792-793 Bottles and jars of glass (except those entirely unground and without 
painting or gilding or any decoration other than that produced 
by engraving in the mould). 


798 Window glass and plate glass, silvered, faceted and ground at the 
edges. 
799 sien and enamel wares, not specially mentioned, even combined 


with other material, etched, gilt, silvered, painted, polished, or 
with other decoration than that produced by engraving in the 
mould. ; 
801 Paintings on glass, mirrors, and other unspecified wares of window 
and plate glass, even combined with other materials. — 
302-3 Window and door panels of glass and plate glass; windows and 
other manufactures set in lead, brass or other common metal. 
807 Stained, opalescent and ornamental glass. 


FrRoM CATEGORY XJ.—CHEMICALS, SOAP, WAX WARES, TOILET 
WARES, &C. 
828 Perfumed, toilet, medicinal and other similar kinds of soap ; .lso 
liquid or semi-solid soap in tubes, jars and the like, of all kinds ; 
also transparent soap. 


835 Manufactures of wax, not elsewhere mentioned, such as figures, 
flowers, fruits, and the like. a 
862 Acetic ether ethers (essences) of fruits, essences of cognac, arrack 


and other essences ; etheric and esteric solutions in alcohol, and 
other unspecified ethers (not including ethyl ether) and esters. 
868 Oil of bitter almonds, terpincol, saffrol and menthol ; heliotropine, 
cumarin, musk and other unspecified scented substances used in 
the manufacture of epee other essential vegetable oils, 
natural or artificial, not specially mentioned. 
869 Scented waters, such as rose water and orange water. oo 
Liquid perfumes and toilet waters containing ether or alcohol ; 


870-1 
hair dye of all hinds. 
872 Perfumed fats, salves and pomades. ; : 
873 Powder, rouge, tooth powder, tooth paste and other similar perfumes 


and cosmetics not elsewhere mentioned, such as envelopes and 
sachets containing perfumes, incense for perfuming rooms and 
the like. ; 

SRS Fireworks, Bengal matches, detonating signals, detonating powder 
and crackers. 


From CATEGORY XII.—MISCELLANEOUS. 
Boxes, cases, and bags, with or without accessories, purses, port- 
folios, and powder puffs, wholly or partly of agate, amber, celluloid, 
ivory, rubber, metal (except iron), mother-of pearl, mussel shell, 
tortoiseshell, or other similar carving materials, even decorated 
with lace or tissue containing silk; also frames covered with tissue. 
Qte Jewellery, all kinds, such as bracelets, brooches, charms, breast pins. 
necklaces and watch chains, hat pins, bair clasps and other hair 
ornaments not falling under any other number, cuff and sleeve 
links, watch hooks, and other ornaments for personal use. 
949 Buttons (other than those covered with fabric. or made of bone, 
ceiluloid, etc.), and: parts thereof, if gilt or silvered. 
Toys and Christmas-tree decorations, all kinds, and parts thereof. 
956 Tobacco pipes, bowls and stems therefor, and cigar and cigarette 
holders—of meerschaum and amber, real or artificial. 4. 


942 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


EXPORT OF PIT-PROPS, TURPENTINE, 
AND CELLULOID. 

The French ‘‘Journal Officiel”’ for 11th February contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 9th February, which provides 
that the export duty on, and the prohibition on the export 
of, pit-props (ex Tariff Nos. 128, 133 and 135 bis) from 
France and Algeria are to remain suspended. 

The issue of the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 16th February con- 
tains a Presidential Decree, dated 12th February, which 
withdraws the export prohibition and export duty on spirit 
of turpentine. The prohibition and export duty, which were 
imposed by a Decree of 22nd October, 1920, were suspended 
until Ist March, 1921, by a Decree of 4th November, 1920 
(see this ‘‘Journal’’ for 4th and 11th November, 1920, pages 
554 and 581, respectively). 

A further Decree of 12th February, also published on 16th 
February, withdraws, as from 16th February, the prohibition 
on the export and re-export of :— 


No. in 
Customs Tariff. 





64 and ) Celluloid, including artificial ivory and 

281 ter artificial tortoiseshell, crude, in lumps, 
plates, or sheets, not worked, tubes, rods, 
sticks. 

281 quater Celluloid, including artificial ivory and 


artificial tortoiseshell, chips, and waste 


intended for re-manufacture. 


GERMANY. 


IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN ARTICLES (FOR 
FOOD) PERMITTED WITHOUT LICENCE. 


The ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ for 9th February con- 
tains a Proclamation, dated 3rd February, in virtue of 
which the importation of the following products and animals 
into Germany is permitted without licence, as from 15th 


February :— 








Tariff No. 
ex 103 Cattle for slaughter. 

104—106 Lambs, sheep, goats, pigs, and sucking pigs 
ex 108 Beef, veal and nork, fresh, frozen, or simply 


prepared; pickled or smoked hams (fore 
and hind); mutton, fresh or simply pre- 
pared. 


articles and other mural decorations ; animal and other figures ; 














CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—contiiued. 





ex 109 Bacon, fresh or simply prepared. 
ex 127 Pig and goose fat, raw (neither melted nor 
ex 128 pressed); pigs’ belly fat. 

129 Beef or mutton tallow (beef or mutton suet), 


raw or melted; and pressed tallow. 

The provisions for sanitary inspection of cattle and meat 
remain in force. 

In virtue of a further Proclamation, dated 10th February, 
and published in the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 11th 
February, the importation into Germany of the articles 
mentioned in the subjoined list is permitted without licence 
as from 15th February :— | 
Tariff No. 


10, 163 Rice and broken rice, polished or not. 
11 Edible beans, peas and lentils. 
ex 12 Beans for fodder for horses, etc. 
63 Cocoa, raw in the bean, also broken cocoa, 
roasted, unshelled. 
ex 162 Meal, not roasted, of pulse. 
ec 165 Other products from the milling of pulse. 


[The two Proclamations noted above involve additions to, 
and alterations in, the German ‘Import Free List,” par- 
ticulars of which were given in the issue of the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal” for 30th December last, pages 776-777. | 





GREECE. 


DUTY-FREE IMPORTATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, ETC. 

As reported at page 741 of the “Board of Trade Journal” 
for 9th March, 1916, a Greek Royal Decree of 31st December, 
1915, provided that certain articles for use in agriculture, 
etc., were to be exempted, for a period of four years, from 
Ist January, 1916 from State import duty and from 
harbour, communal, municipal, or other taxes. This exemp- 
tion was continued in force during 1920, and has now been 
continued in force for a further period of one year (i.e., until 
31st December, 1921) by a Royal Decree published in the 
“Greek Government Gazette’? of 30th November last. 








ITALY. 


TRADE IN MINERAL OILS. 

The “Gazzetta Ufficiale’? (Rome) for 8th February con- 
tains a Royal Decree, dated 3rd February, regarding the 
trade in mineral oils in Italy. The Decree provides, inter 
alia, that the importation of, and trade in, mineral oils, 
crude and refined, is to be free from restriction, and that 
the transit and re-export of mineral oils is also to be free, 
subject to the regulations prescribed by the existing Customs 
regulations. 

The ‘‘sales’”? tax on foreign and national mineral oil 
established by the Decree of 15th September, 1915, is main- 
tained in forco at the rate of 60 lire per 100 kilogs for 
benzine (petrol), and 5 lire per 100 kilogs. for petroleum. 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale’? (Rome) for 17th February. con- 
tains a Ministerial Decree, dated 15th February, which 
provides that sums payable in gold, in respect of Italian 
Customs duties, may be paid direct to the Customs in paper 
currency (biglietti di Stato e di Banco), with the addition 
of 300 per cent. to the amount payable. The Decree took 
effect on the day after publication. 

[Note.—The surcharge previously levied was 200 per cent.} 





MADAGASCAR, 





EXPORT OF CERTAIN GOLD 


PROHIBITED. 


The French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 13th February contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 11th February, prohibiting the 
exportation from Madagascar and its Dependencies to 
foreign countries, of articles of gold, the value of the working 
on which is not equal to at least one-third of the value of 
the metal. Disputes as to the value of the working are to 
be settled by an expert officially nominated, subject to 4 
right of appeal to the Courts. ) 
_[Note.—The prohibition notified above has been imposed 
in order to prevent the prohibition on the export of gold 


being evaded. ] 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 
AND 





TAX ON PRECIOUS METALS 
: STONES. 

The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Acting 
Consul-General at Antananarivo copy of a local Decree, dated 
8th December, 1920, which fixes for the year 1921 the bases 
for the calculation of the 5 per cent. ad valorem tax levied 
on gold and other precious metals and precious stones pro- 
duced in Madagascar. A copy of the Decree may be seen by 
British traders interested on application to the Tariff 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 18, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, London, S.W. 1. 


NETHERLANDS. 
MODIFICATIONS OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at The Hague notifies that 
the prohibition on the exportation of the following articles 
from the Netherlands has been withdrawn :— 

Uncontrolled seasoned cheese (maximum weight of 15 
kilogs); soft cheese, contained in sealed tins; soft 
cheese, manufactured from milk and wrapped in 
tin foil (maximum weight of 3 kilog per cheese). 

Sterilised milk and cream contained in bottles or sealed 
tins. 

Willow wood, including peeled or unpeeled osier-twig 
and osier-rods (as from 2nd February). 











POLAND. 


TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF CUSTOMS 
DUTIES ON VARIOUS ARTICLES. 

The Board of Trade have received translation of a Polish 
Order, dated 26th November (published in the ‘‘Monitor 
Polski’? on 6th December), with effect from 20th December, 
1920, to lst April, 1921, making certain changes in the 
Polish Customs Tariff. 

This Order provides that the import duties leviable on the 
articles enumerated in the following list are to be suspended 
until Ist April, 1921. The previous Orders temporarily 
exempting various articles from the payment of Customs 
duties are cancelled. 

List oF Artictes TEMPORARILY EXEMPT FROM CusTOMS 

Imrort Dory. 





Tariff 
No. 
2 ~=iRice. 
3 Flour except potato flour, pearl barley, barley gruel, miilet gruel, 
buekwheat, malt. 
5 Dried potatoes, slices, cutgings, ground or not. 
x 24 Condensed milk, dried mill? (sweetened and unsweetened), marmalades 
and jams made of fruits and berries. 
Meat, smoked and pickled ; smoked-dried meat and hams. 
36 Butter from cows’ and sheep's milk. 


ex 37 Carp and other fresh fish; fish, salted, smoke-dried and dried, not 
separately designated ; smoked herrings. 
ex 39 Foodstuffs, not specially mentioned in the Tariiff. 


ex 41 Bones prepared with sulphuric acid, fertilising compositions and 
mixtures ; calcined bones and bone ash; mineral superphosphates. 
Train oil refined, melted, manufactured ; margarine. 
ex 57 Ail boots [except where specified separately}, weighing 1 kilog. or 
more per pair. 


ex 71 Graphite, ground. 
ex 98 #£Nitrate of ammonia; ammonium sulphate. 
ex 105 Glaubers’ salt 


ex 108 Sulphuric acid; nitric acid ; hydrochloric acid. 


ex 125. =Dve earths (cassel, Verona). 

€x 139 ~#Pig iron. 

ex 140 Iron and steel of small dimensions, hoop iron or steel of a diameter 
from 6} mm. to 12$ mm. inclusive. 

ex 140 = =The following articles coming from territories subject to plebiscite 
in Upper Silesia -—iron and steel for bars, rails, hoop-iron, profiled, 
fittings, of small dimensions width or diameter above 6} mm., 
sheet iron, plates, rails, iron and steel in blocks, mill-bars, ingots. 

ex 143° Metallic antimony ; copper in ingots. 

ex 146 =Lead in ingots and blocks. 

ex 152) Straight iron and steel tubes without joints, 10 metres or more long. 

ex 155 ~~ Iron and steel wire, 0°5 mm. or more in width or diameter 

<x 167 = Agricnitural machines and tools, except those mentioned in the List 
(helow) of goods subject to 200 per cent. “* agio’’ of Customs’ duty. 

ex 174 = =Railway wagons for normal and narrow gauge’ railways: platform 
cars and coal wagons ; tank wagons. 

¢x 175 ~~ River craft of iron (steam or other) with a capacity up to 600 tons ; 
wooden boats. 

ex 177. =Paper for printing purposes, not glazed or sized, containing not less 
than 60 per cent. of wood pulp, weighing not less than 48 gr. per 
Sq. metre ; paper in rolls not less than 70 em. In diameter, and paper 
in sheets: printing and writing papers (except those specially men- 
tioned), white or coloured, without ornaments and water marks; 
lined paper with grey and blue lines; and blotting-paper. 

ex 182 Cotton wool. 

¢* 190 Manila cord. 

¢* 209 Ordinary sheep-skin coats. 


In addition to the above goods, the Minister of Finance, 
in conjunction with the Minister of Trade and Industry, has 
the right to exempt from duty other goods required for 
National Reconstruction. 





REDUCED CUSTOMS DUTY ON CERTAIN 
ARTICLES. 
The same Order further provides that payment of Customs 
duties in respect of the following articles may be made in 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





paper currency, with an ‘‘agio” of 200 per cent. (i.e., at the 
rate of 3 paper marks for each gold mark prescribed by 
the Customs Tariff). As notified above, the ‘‘agio’”’ on other 
goods is 1,900 per cent. 


Tariff 
No. 
ex 5 Vegetables and roots, fresh, not mentioned specially in the Tariff, 
also. salted and pickled, not hermetically sealed; dried 
vegetables and roots except those specially mentioned in the Tariff 
chicory roots, dried, not roasted or prepared. 
22 Sugar. 


ex 28 Wine for religious purposes [a certificate is required from the Ministers 
of Religion concerned]. 

ex 651 Oleine. 

ex 55 Leather for industrial purposes (textile industry). 

ex 57 Boots of ail kinds [fabric orleather], weighing lessthan 1kilog. per 
pair, except “ luxury ” type boots [patent leather, silk ete. | ; ordi- 
nary harness; finished driving belts made of leather unsewn, sewn, 
or glued. 

ex 69 #Asbestos in sheets, or varn; articles made of asbestos. 

ex 71 Compressed carbon products for electro-technical purposes, weighing 
over 3 kilogs. each. 

ex 72 £Bricks and plates made of chamotte clay, from quartz and clinker 
paving-stone, or of magnesite; retorts for gasworks; Chamotte 
cement. 

ex 73 Drains. 

ex 76 Porcelain accessories for electro-technical installations, unmounted. 


ex 77 Glass globes, tubes ard rods, for the manutacture of electric lamps ; 
moulded and blown glass, not ground or polished, up to 5 mm. thick, 
opaque, haif-opaque and coloured, of natural bottle glass colour, 
plain, without ornamentations and designs, having a superticial area 
of up to 1 sq. metre. 


ex 88 Rubber driving belts, rubber hose, with or without fabric, with or 
without spring inside, without metal covering on the outside ; rubber 
raed packings, technical articles of rubber, not combined with 
abric. 

ex 105 Ammoniacal soda, and soda in crystals; sulphide of sodium, hydro- 
sulphate of soda. 

ex 112 Nitro and amido derivatives of the aromatic series ; naphto and sulpho 
derivatives ; hydrosulphate of lime. 

ex 115 Sulphuric ether. 

ex 140 Iron and steel in ingots, blocks, mill-bars; fron and steel rails, hoop 
iron, shaped iron fittings of small dimensions more than 6} mm. 
wide, except round iron anc steel of a width or diameter from 6} mm. 
to 12$ mm. inclusive + sheet iron, plates and rails. 

ex 149 Pipes of copper and copper alloys, without joints; mountings of brass 
with porcelain or glass tops. 

ex 150 Cast iron cylinders, unfinished, tempered. 

ex 152 Straight iron and steel tubing. 

ex 153 Metal receptacles for condensed gases: iron and steel bars for mining 


purposes, finished, 22—30 mm. thick, more than 8 metres long ; 
chains for mining purposes ; Gall’s chains. 

ex 154 Steel barrels enamelled inside. 

ex 155 Wire for sewing, wound on reels; copper wire. 

ex 156 Driving belts made of wire ; copper cables ; wire cloth made of copper, 
bronze and other alloys of copper; insulated electric conductors 
covered with lead or not. 

Shovels and spades. 

Files—weighing 4} kilogs. or less per dozen; all tools of iron and 
common steel not mentioned specially [carpenters’ bores, ete.]} ; tools 
of tempered steel [such as twist drills, screws, cutters, circular saws, 
taps for drills, dies, blades for shears, punches, stampers, cutters 
numbers and alphabets. ] 

Printing accessories. 

Machines and apparatus for mining purposes—on the strength of 
original invoices and drawings certified by the Ministry of Trade 
and [ndustry to the cffect that such machines and apparatus are not 
manufactured in Poland; steam and electric cars, steam wagons, 
motor andelectric wagons, gearing for lifts [without electric motors] ; 
internal combustion motors; motors for boats, ears and aero- 
planes, Diesel motors, freezing apparatus ; steam locomobiles [for 
agriculture]; steam turhines; metal working machines; textile 
machinery—on the strength of original invoices and drawings 
certified by the Ministry of Tirade and Industry to the effect that 
such machines are not manufactured in Poland; parts of machines 
on which reduced duty is chargeable imported separately or 
with the machines; electric machines, accumulators, trans- 
mitters, motors, electric ventilators, and their parts; accumulators; 

The following agricultural machines and implements :—Campbell’s 
ring and smooth rollers ; machines for scattering artificial manures, 
without chains ; horse ploughs and searitiers with one or more shares, 
horse harrows and cultivators and shovels for digging ditches ; spring 
teeth for cultivators ; beetroot pullers for one or more furrows ; 
blowers, mills ; weed hoes (horse driven or other); potato diggers: 
chaff-cutting n.achines; potato planters; turf cutting machines ; 
Jordan markers ; accessories ; threshing machines without appliances 
for cleaning the corn ; drying plants for fruit; rakes. 

Water, gas and steam meters ; electric measuring apparatus. 

Motor lorries with spare parts. 

Wood pulp, wet or dry. 

Cotton ropes, cords and string for textile machinery ; cotton yarn 
on wooden spools, composed of two or more strands. 

ex 187-8 Linen and percaline made of cotton, unbleached, bleached or dyed, 

containing in 1 kilog. up to 10 sq. m. 


ex 160 
ex 161 


ex 162 
ex 167 


ex 1€7 


ex 169 
ex 173 
ex 176 
ex 183 


ex 190 Fishing nets. 

ex 192 Unbieached cloth of linen, ticks, ete. 

ex 194 Hemp and cotton driving-belts [balata], also with addition of paper 
yarn ; canvas for the manufacture of driving belts. 

ex 199) Peasants’ coarse woollen cloths, homespun, shaggy rugs for peasants’ 

ex 200 use ; half-wool peasants’ cloths, shaggy rugs, weighing more than 
500 gr. per sq. metre. 

ex 202 Felts for industrial purposes. 

ex 205 —, oon and small hosiery articles, except those of silk and 

alf silk. “y 
ex 209 Clothing made of materials subject to the payment of reduced duty. 


{n addition, the Minister of Finance, in conjunction with 
the Minister of Trade and Industry, is authorised to reduce 
the ‘‘agio’”’ on the duties on other goods. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
A GOLD BASIS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that, in 
virtue of a Polish Order published in the ‘‘Monitor Polski’’ 
of 18th January, the ‘‘agio’’ has been raised in respect of 
all articles (with the exceptions given below) from 900 per 
cent to 1,900 per cent., so that when Polish Customs duties 
are paid in paper, 20 paper marks must now be paid for 
each gold mark leviable under the Customs Tariff. 
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This Order, however, does not apply to— 

(a) the goods on which the ‘‘agio’’ is fixed at 200 per 
cent. by the Order of 2oth November last (see 
below), or 

(b) the articles (see the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ for 
29th April, 1920) in respect of which Customs 
duties must be paid exclusively in gold. 

The present Order came into operation on the 10th 
February, but is not to be enforced till 10th March in the 
case of goods despatched by rail or steamer not later than 
9th February, and of goods on which duty had not been 
paid, and which were stored in bonded warehouses on 18th 


January. 





PORTUGAL. 
PAYMENT OF IMPORT DUTIES. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at Lisbon a report showing the regulations in 
accordance with which the amount of Customs duty payable 
on articles imported into Portugal is arrived at. It will be 
remembered that Article 4 of the recent Bill proposing a 
new Portuguese Customs Tariff (see pages 167-173 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal’ for 10th February), provided 
that the duties were to be collected wholly in gold, and that 
when the quotation on London exceeds 13d., the amount to 
be paid as duty is not to be less than that corresponding 
to that quotation. The Commercial Secretary draws atten- 
tion to the fact that this provision, if enacted, would entail 
a very great increase in the actual duties payable, and 
reports that it is meeting with considerable opposition from 
Portuguese importing interests. 

At present, Portuguese import duties are assessed on 
different bases according to whether the goods in question 
are or are not subject to import surtaxes. If the goods are 
not subject to surtax, the collection of duty is governed 
by Decree No. 4133 of 30th May, 1918 (see page 681 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal’ for 30th May, 1918). If the 
goods are subject to surtax, the duty (i.e., both the duty 
proper and the surtax) is collected on the basis of Article 1 of 
Decree No. 7104 of 12th November, 1920 (see pages 641-643 
of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 25th November last). 

(a) In the case of goods not subject to surtax, there is 
used, for the purpose of converting into sterling the 
amount of duties payable, a rate of exchange higher than 
the actual rate of the day (in pence per escudo) by 40 per 
cent., so long as that increase does not yield a rate higher 
than the gold par, 534d. per escudo, i.e., so long as the 
rate of the day does not rise above 38 3-32d. 

Thus, if an article has, according to the Tariff, to pay 
100 escudos duty, and the exchange stands at 6d. to the 
escudo, the duty expressed in sterling is :— 

100 x (6d. + 40 per cent.), or 840d. (£3 10s.). 

This sum, reconverted into escudos at the rate of the 
day, gives a sum of 140 escudos as the amount of duty 
actually payable. 

(b) In the case of articles subject to surtaxes (i.e., the 
‘Juxury’’ goods included in the list annexed to the Decree 
of 12th November last), the conversion of the amount due 
into gold is made by converting half the duty (and surtax) 
into sterling at the exchange of the day, and the remain- 
ing half into sterling at par, i.e., 44 escudos to the pound. 
In this case a tariff duty of 100 escudos (including surtax) 
is converted as follows when the current rate is 6d. to the 
escudo : — 

(1) 50 escudos at the exchange of the day (6d.), i.e., 

300d 





(2) 50 escudos at par (1 escudo=531d.), i.e., 2,667d. 

The total of these two items is 2.967d. (£12 7s. 3d.), which, 
reconverted into escudos at the rate of the day, gives a sum 
of 494-50 escudos as the amount actually payable. 

Under the new proposal the duty would be.— 

100 x 531d. (the par value of the escudo), i.e., 5,333 pence 
(£22 4s. 5d.), which, being reconverted into escudos at the 
rate of the day, would give a sum of 888-80 escudos. If the 
exchange improved to 13d. the amount payable would be 
reduced to 409-87 escudos, but if the exchange improved 
still further no further reduction of the amount payable in 
escudos would follow. 

The foregoing mav be sumarised as follows: — 

A tariff duty of 100 escudos, the current rate of exchange 
being 6d. to the escudo, becomes : — 

(a) When the goods are not subject to surtax—140 


escudos. 

(b) When the goods are subject to surtax—494-50 
escudos. 

(c) Should the proposed alteration take effect—888-80 
escudos. 














CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





ROUMANIA. 


IMPORTATION OF GRAMOPHONES 
PERMITTED. 


With reference to previous notices regarding the restric- 
tions on the importation into Roumania of various goods of 
a ‘‘luxury”’ nature, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Bucharest 
reports that the importation into Roumania of gramophones 
is now freely permitted (subject only to the ordinary 
Customs formalities) in virtue of a Ministerial Decision, 
No. 106,773, of 27th January. 











SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 
MONOPOLY TAX ON SUGAR AND SUGAR 
PRODUCTS. 


H.M. Minister at Belgrade reports that, in virtue of a 
Decision of the Financial-Economic Committee of the 
Ministerial Council, dated 13th January, and published in 
the ‘‘Official Gazette’ of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, 
and Slovenes on 25th January, the import of sugar into the 
Kingdom is free from all restriction, and also the sale of 
sugar (whether imported or produced in the country). On 
imported sugar, in addition to other dues and taxes, an 
additional Monopoly tax is to be levied of 200 dinars per 
100 kilogs in silver (paper); and a similar additional 
Monopoly duty (in addition to the Government excise duty 
of 200 dinars) is also to be levied on sugar produced in the 
country. These Monopoly taxes were to come into force on 
14th January. 

A subsequent Decision of the Financial-Economic¢ Com- 
mittee, published in the local press on 4th February, pro- 
vides that on articles made from or with suger (such as 
sweetmeats, chocolates, and the like), the Sugar Monopoly 
tax is to be levied on import (i.e., at the Custom-houses) 
according to the percentage of sugar contained in the 
articles, in addition to other duties payable. 





IMPORT AND EXPORT OF CURRENCY. 


According to a Circular, No. 22257, issued by the Ministry 
of Finance of the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom, on 23rd 
September last, the exportation of the following currencies 
from the Kingdom is prohibited :— 

(1) Gold and gold currency. 

(2) Silver currency. 

(3) French francs in excess of 1,000; sterling in excess 
of £30; American dollars in excess of 100; Swiss 
francs or Greek drachmas in excess of 600. 

(4) German marks, Roumanian lei or Czecho-Slovak 
kronen in excess of 2,000. 

(5) Serbian dinars in notes of the National Bank, or new 
issue of dinar or crown notes, in excess of 1,000. 

(6) “ao notes stamped by the Serb-Croat-Slovene 

tate. 

In cases where travellers leaving the Kingdom carry 
several of the currencies mentioned in paragraph 3, the 
total value of such sums must not exceed an amount 
equivalent to 1,000 French francs. 

_These regulations apply also to travellers arriving in the 
Kingdom and making but a short stay there, as well as to 
transit passengers (except that such persons are not allowed 
to take out Serbian dinars or crowns). Should they have 
in their possession on entry into the Kingdom currency 
falling under the prohibitions of export, arrangements are 
in force under which they may, at the frontier station of 
entry, make a declaration of the amount of “prohibited” 
currency which they carry, and obtain a certificate which 
will enable them to take that amount out with them when 
leaving the country. 

The importation into the Kingdom of Austrian or Bul- 
garian bank notes exceeding a sum of 1,000 kronen or levas 
respectively is prohibited. The prohibition in respect of the 
former applies both to stamped and unstamped notes. 


Ques 


SWITZFRLAND. 


HALL MARK AND “ VERIFICATION ”’ TAX ON 
IMPORTED GOLD, ETC. WARES. 


As from Ist January last, new and increased rates are 
charged for testing and marking gold, silver and platinum 
articles which are imported into Switzerland. 

Such imported goods, whether they are intended for sale 
in Switzerland or for re-exportation, must he furnished 
with a special mark on importation. Goods under the Swiss 
legal standard are to be marked with a special hall mark, 
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and plated, gilt or silvered wares imported may also be 
specially marked. The marks given on importation guaran- 
tee the quality of gold, silver, and platinum wares to which 
they are applied. 

An indication of the new rates of hallmark fee (fixed by 
a Decree of the Federal Council, dated 3lst December, 1920) 
is given below :— 

(1) For gold or silver watch cases—from 5 to 50 centimes 
according to kind. The tax is doubled for watch 
cases presented in a finished condition. 

(2) For goldsmiths’ wares and gold jewellery—2 centimes 
per gramme, with a minimum tax of 25 centimes 
per article (15 centimes when the article weighs 
less than 1 gramme). 

(3) For silver jewellery—from 10 to 40 centimes per 
article, according to weight. On earrings, studs, 
etc., presented in pairs, each pair weighing not 
more than 5 grammes, the tax is 10 centimes per 
pair for silver articles, and 30 centimes for gold 
articles. 

(4) For silversmiths’ wares weighing up to 1,000 
grammes—from 20 centimes to 2 francs per article, 
with an additional tax of 1 france per kilogramme 
(or fraction thereof) in excess of 1,000 grammes. 

(5) For platinum wares:— 

(a) Watch cases, etc., 1 or 2 francs, according 
to weight. 

(b) Jewellery, etc., and laboratory apparatus, 
from 50 centimes to 10 francs per article, accord- 
ing to weight. 

The fees for fittings for jewellery, ete., gold, silver, or 
platinum chains, and on plated, gilt, and silvered wares, are 
laid down by an Administrative Decree, dated 3lst December, 
1920, as also are the ‘“‘verification ’’ fees leviable on imported 
gold, silver, or platinum wares bearing the official hallmark 
of a foreign State which is recognised as equivalent to the 
Swiss import hallmark. 

Full particulars of the rates of the charges may be obtained 
from the Tariff Section of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1. 





TUNIS. 


EXPORTATION OF OLIVE OIL. 


H.M. Consul-General at Tunis reports, by telegraph, that 
the local authorities have given a general sanction for the 
exportation of 2,250 metric tons of olive oil to foreign 
countries, including Great Britain. | 








EXPORTATION OF OSIERS PERMITTED. 


A Tunisian Beylical Decree, dated 13th December last, 
abrogates the prohibition formerly in force on the exporta- 
tion and re-exportation from the Regency of rough or 
peeled osiers (ex Tariff No. 146). 





——_ 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


CHILE. 


PROJECTED INCREASE OF IMPORT DUTIES. 


With reference to the notice at page 613 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’? for 18th November respecting the Bill for 
the increase of the Chilean Customs import duties, H.M. 
Chargé d’ Affaires at Santiago now reports, by cable, that the 
Financial Commission of the Senate have recast the Bill, and 
propose that the general increase of the Customs Tariff rates 
should be 50 per cent., and not 30 per cent. as formerly 
proposed. The following articles should, it is proposed, be 
exempted from any increase, viz. :— 

Condensed and powdered milk, tinned salmon, sardines, 
rice, cocoa, coffee, tea, sugar, pens, pencils, sacking, 
jute sacks, petrol, oils, motor lorries, engines, 
machinery, and tyres. 

In the case of the following articles it is proposed that the 
Customs duties should be increased by the percentage 
shown : — 

By 60 per cent.:—Fabries (except bolting cloth), manu- 
factures and made-up articles of pure or mixed silk. 

(Tariff Nos. 971-974, 976-1058.) 

By 100 per cent.:—Confectionery, chocolate, biscuits, 
jewellery, and mineral waters. 

By 200 ner cent.:—Soaps, toilet articles, and toys. 

By 390 per cent.:—Spirits, sparkling wines, and 
perfumes. | 








_ — 
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Openings for British Trade. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign ccun- 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other Trade 
Correspondents in the Empire. — 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it is 
coliated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad; genera! conditions prevailing in Overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of 
distribution and marketing ; credit conditions, terms of payment, 
etc., abroad ; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business ; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs regula- 
tions; statistics of Imports or Exports; forms of Certificates of 
Origin; regulations concerning commercial travel!ers, Consular 
Invoices; shipping and transport, etc. etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 7 to 11, Old 
Bailey, London, E.C.4. 

METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial or other Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and 
to H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
Countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35 Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay invo'ved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make all neces- 
sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— es . ; 

(1) The countries concerning which information is required ; 

(2) The precise kind of goods; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. ; 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 











(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
oe igs of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA, 

LIGHT WEIGHT DRESS GOODS.—A wel!-known manu- 
facturers’ representative in Melbourne, who has a full knowledge 
of the textile trade in Australia, is desirous of obtaining agencies, 
on a commission basis, for women’s light weight dress goods, for 
the whole of the Commonwealth. The agent in question has 
represented several British soft goods manufacturers for many 
years, and has excellent connections amongst leading whole- 
sale houses, etc., throughout Australia. He is regarded as a 
most energetic representative of the highest standing, has good 
suh-agents in each State capital, and regularly visits the prin- 
cipal cities himse'f. (Reference No. ; 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to tle 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITFD. 
RAILWAY WORKS REQUIREMENTS.—The  Officer-in- 
Charge of the Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia has forwarded copies of the specifications, blue prints, 
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tender forms, etc., in connection with calls for tenders by the 
Victorian Government Railways, as follows :— 
(1) band Ke-sawing Machine (Contract No. 33886). 
(2) High-Speed Wood Moulding Machine (Contract No. 33887). 
(5) Multiple High-Speed Wood-Boring Machine (Contract No. 
33888). 
(4) ee Table Wood Planing Machine (Contract No. 


33896). 
(5) Carpets and Rugs (Contract No. 33890). 
(6) Band Saw Mill and Log Carriage (Contract No. 33835). 
(7) Fibre for insulation (Contract No. 33841). 
Tenders close 30th March. 
(8) Oil-driven road roller (Contract No. 33904.) 
Tenders close 6th April. 
(9) Automatic stud machine (Contract No. 33260). 
Tenders close 13th April. 
(10) ae ps primary cells (complete). (Contract No. 


Tenders close 27th April. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Victorian Railway Commissioners, Spencer Street, Melbourne, up 
t» the dates specified above for the closing of tenders. The 
tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 4 per 
cent of the total amount of the offer. Loval representation is 
necessary, and as the time for the receipt of tenders is limited, 
it wil be necessary for firms tendering to instruct their local 
agents by eable. . 

Copies of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., may be con- 
stlted by British firms interested at the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street (Room 59), London, S.W.1. 

TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SWITCHBOARDS.—The Officer- 
in-Charge has also forwarded copies of the tender form, specifica- 
iion, and blue prints in connection with a call for tenders by the 
Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, for the supply and 
delivery of telephone switchboards (Schedule No. 1670). - 

A preliminary deposit based on the following sliding scale and 
caiculated on the total amount of the items tendered for must be 
lodged with each tender:—(a) for amounts up to £500, 2 yer 
cent. ; (b) for amounts above £500, 2 per cent. for the first £500 
and 1 per cent. for the amount above £500; (c) the minimum 
deposit is £2. 

Tenders wi'l be received by the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Melbourne, up to 19th April. Local representation is necessary, 
and as the time for the receipt of tenders is limited it will 
be necessary for firms desirous of quoting to instruct their agents 
by cable. 

Copies of the specifications, etc., may be seen by British firms 
interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, (Room 59), London S.W.1. 





CANADA, 

SPECIAL MACHINE TOOLS AND PATENTED METAL 
GOODS.—A firm in Toronto, who are manufacturers of special 
rrachinery and tools, dies, etc., for motor car manufacturers, 
desire to obtain the agency for, and, if possible, the license to 
manufacture in Canada, special machine tools and patented metal 
goods. (Reference No. 

DRY GOODS, CELLULOID COLLARS, GLOVES.—A dry 
goods manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg wishes to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s shirts, 
celluloid collars, women’s and men’s underwear, women’s and 
men’s hosiery, women’s and men’s fine g'oves in fabric and skin, 
children’s wool jerseys, pullovers, women’s and men’s pyjamas, 
and honey-comb shawls, on a commission basis for Western 
Canada (Port Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, B.C.). (Reference 
No. 245.) 

MEN’S HATS AND FURNISHINGS.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents in Montreal desire to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s hats and men’s furnish- 
ings, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada from coast 
to coast. (Reference No. 246.) 

SMALLWARES, DRAPERY GOODS.—A_ manufacturers’ 
agent in Montreal desires to obtain the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of smal!wares and drapery goods suitable 
for the wholesale trade, and clothing manufacturers, on a cem- 
mission basis, for the territory from London, Ontario, to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. (Reference No. 247.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Rasinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence furiher information 
may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR BOX SHOOKS AND CRATING; 
TIMBER.—A British Columbia !umber company is in a position 
to fill orders for box shooks and crating, and invites enquiries 
from United Kinedom buyers. They have also facilities for 
acting as purchasing agents for timber. 








NEW ZEALAND. 
DRAPERY GOODS.—An agent in Christchurch desires to 


represent United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen and cotton 
goods, ribbons, laces, and soft furnishings. He wishes to take 
agencies covering the whole of the Dominion, on a commission 
basis, and would deal with the wholesale trade there. (Reference 


No. 248.) 
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HARDWARE; GAS FITTINGS, ETC.—The services of two 
business men, who have had long experience in the gas busi- 
ness in New Zealand, are available as agents for United hing- 
dom manufacturers. The agency business which they are about 
to establish will handle all kinds of goods that would appeal 
to gas companies and hardware merchants. (Reference No. 249.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

PAINTS AND VARNISHES, WALLPAPERS, CROCKERY. 
—A Cape Town agent, already representing a number of well- 
known United Kingdom firms, desires agencies for the following 
lines :—Paints and varnishes, wallpapers, and crockery. (Refer- 
ence No. 250.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

TRAMCAR MOTORS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
South Africa has forwarded a copy of the specification relating to 
a call for tenders by the Johannesburg Municipal Council for the 
supply of forty £0 h.p. 5-600 volt tramcar motors. 

Tenders will be received by the ‘Town Clerk, 
Offices, Johannesburg, up to noon on 30th March. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification may be seen 
at the Department of Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen Street 
(Room 43), Westminster, S.W.1, up to 5th March, after which 
date it will be availab!e for loan to firms in the Provinces wha 
are unable to send a representative to the Department. 

MANILA DRILLING CABLE.—The “Union of South Africa 
Government Gazette” of 21st January announces that the 
Department of Irrigation, Pretoria, are calling for tenders for 
the supply of 20,000 feet or Jess of 12 inch to 2 inch diameter 
hawser laid manila drilling cable, guaranteed to withstand a 
breaking strain of 16,000 Ib. 

Sealed tenders must be addressed to the Chairman of the 
Tender Board, Union Buildings, Pretoria, and must be in his 
hands by 3 p.m. on 20th April. Delivery to cominence within 
four months of the date of the acceptance of the tender. 

Further particulars may be obtained upon application to Store- 
keeper, Irrigation Department, Nunaar Street, Pretoria. 

GRAIN ELEVATORS.—With reference to the notice on p. 22 
of the “Journal” of 6th January, relative to a call for tenders 
by the South African Rai!ways and Harbours Administration 
for the construction of grain elevators, the “Union of South 
Africa Government Gazette ” of 21st January announces that the 
requisite number of complete copies of drawings and documents 
is now available and may be obtained by those contractors who 
lodged the necessary notices at the Offices of the High Com- 
missioner for the Union of South Africa, 32, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1, and of the Chief Engineer, Railway Head- 
quarters Offices, Johannesburg. Any other contractors desiring 
copies will be supplied as early as possible after notification of 
their requirements. 


Municipal 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
LINEN AND TABLE REQUISITES.—H.M. Commercial 


Agent for Egypt has forwarded copies of the specifications, con- 
ditions of contract and tender form in connection with a call 
for tenders by the Ministry of Public Instruction, for the suppty 
and delivery of linen and table requisites for the year 1921-22, 
including cotton sheeting, towels, tulle for mosquito-nets, tape, 
blankets, plates, dishes, tumblers, cups and saucers, carafes, <alt- 
cellars, sugar-basins, metal-knives, etc. 

Tenders will be received at the Central Stores, Ministry of 
Education, Cairo, up to 19th March. The tenderer must be 
resident in Egypt or have a representative there. 

Copies of the specification, etc. (in French) may be seen by 
United Kingdom firms interested on application to the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. Additional copies of these documents are 
expected shortly and will be available for loan to firms who are 
unable to arrange for their inspection in T.ondon. Application 
for these should bear the number D.O.T./3976/FE/PN. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

WOOLLEN GOODS.—A Belgian residing near Charleroi desires 
to secure, for Southern Belgium, the sole agency, or agency on 
commission, of United Kingdom firms manufacturing woollen 
goods, especially shirtings. (Reference No. 251.) 

SUPPLIES FOR UPHOLSTERERS, CARPENTERS, CON- 
TRACTORS, UNDERTAKERS, SADDLERS, CARRIAGE 
BUILDERS, ETC.—A Belgian residing at Visé desires to pur- 
chase for his own account, cupboard drawer locks, etc., [Lrass 
hirges, glue, glass paper and varnish for furniture-makers and 
carpenters, brass-headed nai!s for upholsterers, and any other 
articles required in connection with the upholstery, carpentering, 
contracting, building, undertaking, saddlery, and carriage an 
motor body building trades. He also desires to secure the agency 
of United Kingdom firms dealing in articles required by ihese 
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trades. Correspondence in French or Flemish. (Reference No. 
252.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

IRON BEDSTEADS, BEDSIDE-TABLES AND CHAIRS.— 
The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Brussels, has for- 
warded a copy of the specifications and drawings relating to a 
call for tenders by the Administration des Hospices at Secours de 
la Ville de Bruxeiles, 44, Boulevard du Jardin Botanique, 
srusse's, for the supply of large quantities of iron bedsteads, 
bedside-tables and chairs. 

The adjudication takes place in Brussels at 4 p.m. on 1st March. 

Tenders should be addressed to Monsieur le President du Con- 
seii d’ Administration des Hospices et Secours de la Ville de 
Bruxelles as above, and the envelope should bear an indication 
as to its contents. 

The copy of the specifications, and drawings referred to, may 
ba seen at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 


a ee 


FRANCE. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, CLOTH, 
COTTONADES, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General at Paris reports 
that an agent at Suresnes, who is shertly opening an office in 
Paris, desires to act as agent for British manufacturers of 
cotton and woollen piece-goods, cloth, cottonades, etc. Corre- 
spondence in French and English. (Reference No. 253.) 

IRONMONGERY.—H.M. Consul-General, Lyons, reports that 
an agent in that city desires to represent, on a commission basis, 
United Kingdom manufacturers of, or firms dealing in, general 
iro.mongery for the Lyons district. Correspondence shou!d be 
in French. (Reference No. 254.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GERMANY. 

WOOLLEN YARNS.—A commission agent resident at Crefeld, 
in touch with a number of well-established buvers, is desirvus of 
obtaining the representation in that district of United Kingdom 
spinners of woollen yarns. (Reference No. 255.) ° 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 





PORTUGAL. 

NON-TECHNICAL COMMODITIES; MARKET SOUGHT 
FOR SARDINES, WINES, ETC.—A well-established British 
frm of general importers «nd exporters in Lisbon are desirous 
of obtaining agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of all 
classes of goods (non-technical commodities). The firm are also 
interested In the export from Portugal of sardines, wine, and 
Colonial produce. (Reference No. 256.) 

ROPES, COTTON WASTES, BUNTING.—The Acting British 
Consul-General at Lisbon reports that a commercia! house of 
good standing in that city wish to secure agencies for British 
manufacturers of the following lines:—Coir, sisal and manila 
ropes; cotton wastes (white and coloured); and buntings of all! 
cclours, for flag making. (Reference No. 257.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


Oe 


ROUMANIA, 

REPRESENTATIVES’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A Roumanian 
company, who have established a commercial department with 
branches throughout the country, are desirous of representing 
first-class British firms in new Roumania. (Reference No. 258.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

SUPPLIES FOR THE ROUMANIAN MINISTRY OF WAR.— 

he Roumanian Legation in London has notified the Department 
of Overseas Trade that the Roumanian Ministry of War is 
desirous of receiving quotations from United Kingdom manu- 
facturers and merchants for the supply of large quantities of 
the following articles which are required in various aualities :— 
Sugar, rice, coffee, olive oil, tea, soap, canned meat, (1920 manu- 
facture), khaki cloth, army boots, uniforms (tunic, trousers and 
mantle). 


The specification of the khaki cloth is as follows :— 
440 grammes weight per metre ; 25 kilogrammes resistance ; 
25-30 divisions elasticity. To be well carded, sheared, 
prepared and shrunk. 


It is proposed that payment be made by Roumanian Govern- 
ment Treasury Bonds bearing 6 per cent. interest and repayable 
in two years time. 

All quotations, tcgether with full particulars and samples, 
should he addressed to:— | 

Ministere de la Guerre, 7-me Direction Intendance, Strada 
Jules Michelet Nr. 28, Bucharest. 
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SPAIN. 
COAL AND IRON.—A: Spanish commission agent in Valencia 


is desirous of obtaining an agency for a British firm exporting coal 
and coke. (Reference No. 259.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SWITZERLAND. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN  PIECE-GOODS.--A Swiss 
co-operative concern, with headquarters at Basle and a branch 
at Zurich, desire to obtain the representation of British firms 
for the sale of cotton and woo!len piece-goods in Switzerland. 
Though recently established, they claim to have already purchased 
an embroidery factory and several other businesses in Switzerland, 
and to be founding a bank in that country. (Reference No. 260.) 

H.M. Consul-General at Zurich reports the receipt of the 
following enquiry :—°* 

WOOLLEN AND WORSTED PIECE-GOODS.—A Swiss com- 
mission agent established at Zurich desires to obtain the re- 
presentation, for Switzerland, of a British firm for the sale of 
woollen and worsted piece-goods for men’s and women’s wear. 
He is understood to be thoroughly acquainted with the trade 
and to have good connection in that country. Correspondence 
may be conducted in English. (Reference No. 261.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

BUTTONS FOR UNIFORMS.—tThe Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation, Belgrade, has notified the Department of Over- 
seas Trade of a ca‘l for tenders by the Ekonomsko Odelenje (T*e 
Economic Department of the Serb-Croat-Slovene Ministry of 
War) Belgrade, for the supply of buttons to the following 
particulars :— 

2,940 dozen small bone buttons, grey-olive colour, for 
soldiers’ jackets. 

5,880 dozen larger bone buttons, 
soldiers’ jackets. 

12,000 dozen zinc buttons for trousers. 

12,000 dozen bone buttons for pants. 

12,000 dozen bone buttons for shirts. 

8,820 dozen zinc buttons, grey-olive colour, for 
summer jackets. 

12,009 dozen zinc buttons for trousers. 

The latest date for the receipt of tenders, which should be 
addressed to Ministere de la Guerre (Ekonomsko Odelenje) Donji 
Grad, Belgrade, is 5th March, at 11 a.m., and it is advisable 
that tenders should be in the French or German language if 
Serbian is not practicable. 

Subjects of Serb-Croat-S!ovene State must deposit 10 per cent., 
and foreigners 20 per cent., of the value of the tender. This 
deposit should be made either in cash, Serb-Croat-Slovene State 
securities, National Bank Bil's, or letters of guarantee, which 
must be registered at the Ministry of Finance. Tenders must 
bear a 10 dinar duty stamp, and be forwarded in a sealed 
envelope. 

It will probably be found advisable to submit tenders through 
an agent in Belgrade, or through a firm of London merchants 
already having a branch establishment in that territory. Names 
of suitable firms will be furnished on application te the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1. 


Present rate of exchange 130-135 Dinars = £1. 


grey-olive colour, for 


soldiers’ 





AFRICA, 


ABYSSINIA. SOMALILAND. 

REPRESENTATIVES’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A British 
firm of merchants and proprietary ranch cwners desire to get 
into touch with British exporters, with a view to representing 
them in Abyssinia, and British and French Somaliland, on a 
commission basis. In certain lines the firm would be prepared 
to purchase goods outright for sale on their own account. (Ref- 
ence No. 262.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


ELECTRICAL SPECIALITIES.—A New York firm, in an 
excellent. position to place on the market any British manufac- 
tured electrical speciality, desires to receive information or 
catalogues covering the latest electrical devices manufactured in 
the United Kingdom. They are particularly interested in new 
electrica! inventions, for which a market could be found in the 
United States. (Reference No. 263.) 

TEXTILES (COTTON, SILK AND WOOLLEN PIECE- 
GOODS, ETC.).—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in New York 
desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
textiles (cotton, silk and woollen piece-goods, etc.), with a view 
to acting as their agents, importing on their own account, or 
working on a commission basis. (Reference No. 264.) 
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TOWELS, TOWELLING, DAMASKS AND COTTON 
FABRICS.—A well-known Chicago merchant house, with many 
connections in the United States of America and abroad, desire 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of towels, 
towellings, damasks and cotton fabrics, with a view to establish- 
ing business relations. (Re‘erence No. 265.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


LATIN AMERICA. 








CHILE. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


RAILS AND ACCESSORIES.—The Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation at Santiago reports that the Chilian State Rail- 
ways are calling for tenders for rails and atcessories, the value of 
which they estimate to be 3,950,000 pesos gold (15.50 pesos gold= 
£1, at par). 

Tenders to be presented by 17th March. 

Full specifications, it is stated, have been sent to the Chilian 
Legation, 22, Grosvenor Square, London, W 

It is suggested that British firms interested should communi- 
cate at the earliest date possible with the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, in order that, 
if possible, representations may be made to the authorit es con- 
cerned, with a view to an extension of the time available for 
the submission of tenders. 





MEXICO. 


BUILDING MATERIALS.—H.M. Consul-General, Mexico 
City, reports that a commission merchant in that city is 
desirous of representing British manufacturers of black and 
galvanised nipe. corrugated roofing, sanitary wre (both porcelain 
and iron enamelled), wall and floor tiles, etc. (Reference No. 266.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


_ — 
a 





Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





POSTAL SECTION. 
POSTAGE RATE TO MOROCCO. 


The Postmaster-General announces that, on and from 
lst March next the postage on letters for any part of 
Morocco, except Tangier, will be the ordinary international 
rate of 23d. for the first oz., and 14d. for each oz. after. 








PARCEL POST TO ITALY. 


The Postmaster-General announces that, on and after 
Ist March next, licences from the Italian Ministry of 
Finance will be required for the importation into Italy by 
parcel post of articles of gold and silver (including 
jewellery), precious stones (except those for industrial pur- 
poses), coffee and its substitutes, tea, brandy and liqueurs, 
playing cards, perfumery, and certain other articles of the 
nature of luxuries. 

Parcels for Italy containing any of the articles in question 
which are posted after 28th February must be accompanied 
by the relative licences, otherwise they will be stopped by 
the Italian authorities and returned to the senders. 





PARCEL POST TO SPAIN. 


The Postmaster-General announces that Parcel Post 
business has been extended to the undermentioned railway 
stations, and parcels addressed to these stations are now 
accepted for transmission : — 

Batanzos, Ferrol, Los Leanos (Grand Canary), Santa 
Brigida (Grand Canary), Alaro (Balearic Islands), Porreras 
(Balearic Islands), Puebla (Balearic Islands), Santa Maria 
{Balearic Islands), Sine (Balearic Islands). 


GENERAL SECTION. 
PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND [919. 
LICENCES OF RIGHT. 








Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions — 


of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘Licences of Right’’ on 16th dav of February, 
1921 : — 














GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 
| 

No. & Year 

of Patent. Grantee. Title. 

6200 /13 
146,653 | 
(12736 /19) | }Roberts, R. D. | “ Improvements in and relating to 
[Patent of boat lowering.” 

Addition] 

8581 /14 Eaton, C. S$. ‘* Improvements in belt fasteners.” 
102740 Chaloner, T. T.| “An improved automatic train. 
(18007 /16) stop device.” 

105288 Forsen, B. ‘‘Improvements in internal com- 
(5457 /16) bustion engincs.”’ 
111385 Gray, J. J. “Process tor producing ferro. 

(987 /17) phosphorus.” 

112351 Marks, E. C. R. 

(3450 /17) erred “Improvements in and relating to 

113841 | Corporation) calculating machines.” 

(3451 /17) . 

117624 Wunderli, F. ‘“Improvements in or relating to 

(10940 /18) feed devices for grinding ma- 
chines.” 

127576 Gallaudet Air- | “Improvements in aeroplanes.” 

(13217 /19) | craft Corpora- 

| tion. 

138075 Boucherot, P. ‘““ Improvements in methods of pro- 

(1570/20) | M. J. Warr. tecting electric networks com. 
prising armoured cables _ with 
multiple conductors.” 

149829 Porritt, O. W. “Improvements in dobbies for 

(17171 /19) | and anr. looms for weaving.” 











18TH Fesruary, 1921. 





No. & Year 
of Patent. Grantee. Title. 





_‘ An improved truck or trailer for 
vehicles.” 

‘“An improved coupling device for 
trucks or trailers for vehicles.” 


2620 /15 


100168 °/{ Geiger C. A. 
(1880 /16) | 











The Patent Office. 
W. Tempe FRANKS, 
Comptroller-General. 





FOOD SECTION. 
END OF SUGAR CONTROL. 


The Food Controllet announces that after extended 
negotiations an agreement has been made with the British 
Sugar refiners for the disposal of all Government stocks of 
raw sugar. As from 28th February all restrictions upon 
importations of sugar, and all regulations with regard to 
distribution, dealings, and prices, will be withdrawn. Until 
that date the Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply will 
continue to sell sugar at the revised price, which was 
announced on Saturday, 19th inst. 








REVISED WHOLESALE SUGAR PRICES. 
The following wholesale prices have been fixed and came 
into force on 21st February, 1921. These prices will remain 
in force until 26th February, 1921, inclusive : — 
Wholesale per cwt. 
Class. Discount 14 per cent. 
1. Castor, Icing, Pulverised, Cubes, 
ere At discretion. 
2. Granulated, Crystals, Crushed 
and Chips, Dry White Sugar, 
White Pieces (moist) 
3. W.I. Grocery Crystallised Yellow 
Crystals, W.TI. Muscovado 
(moist), Pieces (other than 
white), W.I. Grocery Syrups...Price must not exceed 
that fixed for licensed 
‘“‘free’’ sugar. 


67s. 6d. 


4. Jellies, Knots, Lumps, and other 
Low-Grade Sugar to be sold 
only to manufacturers ........... Uncontrolled. 

The wholesale prices quoted are those at which sugar will 
be supplied to direct purchasers by the Commission or by 
refiners. Wholesale dealers through whose hands sugar 
passes are entitled to the authorised margin of profit on the 
net cost, and to charge the actual cost of carriage. Tn addi- 
tion, certain other charges are allowed for handling and 


storing, and for breaking bulk where the auantity to be 


delivered is less than that contained in the original package. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—coniinued. 





Licensed ‘‘free’’? sugar.—The maximum ‘“‘reasonable’’ 
wholesale price for all licensed ‘‘free’’ sugar from 2lst 
until 26th February, 1921, inclusive, has been fixed at :— 
Wholesale per cwt. Discount 1} per cent. 67s. 6d. 

Syrup and Molasses will be sold by refiners at prices 
approved by the Commission. 

Vouchers for Period 3, commencing 21st February, 1921, 
and until 26th February, 1921, inclusive, may be fulfilled at 
the following maximum rates :— 


Colour. Per cent of face value. 
SED sdusdinlbinnnnsictinitenianniiaeniintaiiemineimencaies 200 
I. scisissiiutiesainabaniinbiidilanneiaaninedineiienin 100 
Blue (General Manufacturers) .................085 500 
Brown (Wholesale Jam Manufacturers) ...... 500 
Pink (Mineral Water Manufacturers) ......... 300 


_—_ — 
—— 





Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the 





Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 19th February, 
1921, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882:— 











Average Price. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 

Week ended 19th February, 1921, 76 4 56 2 36 1 
Corresponding week in— 

1914... - - = 3i 0 26 «6 18 1] 

1915 .. - - .-| 6566 0 35 3 31 8 

1916 on oe - 68 2 54 2 32 2 

1917... o - --| 6 9 63 9 47 8 

1918... - - wt mw & 58 9 §2 3 

1919 .. ae o* oe 72 8 62 6 49 4 

1920 .. “ ~ -o| 2 7 100 7 60 0 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returne 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local tnspector of Corp 
Returns in any cther measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial] bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oate 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR JANUARY, 1921. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
landed on the English and We'sh, Scotch and Irish coasts during 
the Month of January, 1921 :— 


rene 





| Month of January 





1920. 1921. 





Quantity. 


Value. Quantity.| Value. 
qyt. £ 


cwt. £ 








England and Wales— 
Fish, excluding shell 
fi - itd 























sh 625,755 | 1,824.076 712,154 | 1,764,729 
Shell fish — 47,225 o— 47.092 
Total value .. — 1,871,30Fr _— 1,811,821 
Scotland — 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish , - 559,661 699,163 522,045 590.650 
Shell fish — 5,944 — 6,744 
Total value .. —_— 705,107 — 597.394 
lreland— 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ms - 55,098 47,308 31.086 30,766 
Shell fish .. a — 464 — 325 
Total value —_— 47,772 _ 31,091 











The figures for 1920 are subject to revision. 








COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and the 7 weeks ended 17th February, 1921 :— 


























Week 7 Weeks Week 7 Weeks 

ended ended ended ended 

—< 17th Feb. | 17th Feb |} 17th Feb. | 17th Feb. 
1921. 1921. 1921. 1921. 
- ImMPo|RTs. Exp|orts 

| Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 

American .. | 11,703 | 250,220 |} 5,271 | 31,812 
Brazilian eal 3,826 5,213 omen 388 
East Indian ial 1,110 9,207 90 3,989 
Egyptian .. - 7,191 41,146 163 7,010 
Miscellaneous oi 4,846* 23,077 t 500 2,823 
Total «| 28,676 328,863 6,024 46,022 

















* Including 936 bales British West African. 

+ Including 468 bales British West Indian, 4,448 bales British 
West African, 221 bales British East African, and 805 bales 
Foreign East African. 





- 


January. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 
and Returned to Ports, during the month ended 31st 
January, 1921, compared with the corresponding periods of 










































































1v20: 
Month of January. 
1920. 1921. 
aia j 
IMPORTS. 
American - = ‘4 485,125* 182,066 
Brazilian - ii oi oi 16,304 1,387 
East Indian .. F ee 13,412* 3,688 
Egyptian 1 “i ‘is 30 88,541 22,390 
Miscellaneous i td 7" 40,193 15,267T 
Total a 7 ” 643,575 224,798 
” EXPORTS. 
American - 7 - as 12,658 14,445 
Brazilian ne a et at 1,729 117 
East Indian py aa 15,531 2,826 
Egyptian bi ‘3 ‘“ 39,879 4,932 
Miscellaneous i = rm 2,559 1,274 
| - 
Total... ae - 72,356 23,594 
| FORWARDED FROM PORTS 
To INLAND Towns. 
ss 
American i “ ¥ | 206,742 99,61] 
Brazilian o| 6,817 3,337 
East Indian .. | 3,706 976 
Egyptian - - ‘a 40,342 10,806 
Miscellaneous Si i «nf 15,087 5,565 
Total... a | 272,694 120,295 
FoRWARDED FROM INLAND 
Towns TO PoRTs. 
American re De sa mi 90 23 
Brazilian - Po as - ~— — 
East Indian .. oe ae 1 — —- 
Egyptian il - re ‘“ — — 
Miscellaneous re ve - 14 160 
Total aa - é' : 104 33 





* Revised Figures. 


t Including 459 Bales British West Indian, 1,527 Bales British 
West African, and 498 Bales Foreign East African. 


—_ Cl 
— 
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BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


Foreign Trade Tables, 1921.—By A. J. Lawson, M.I.C.E. 
Compiled for the British Italian Corporation, Ltd. 
Published by Thomas Skinner and Co., Gresham House, Old 
Broad Street, E.C. 2. 

This publication, which is printed in English and 
Italian, facilitates business between the British Empire 
and the rest of the world. It lightens the handicap 
which hampers the British merchant in foreign markets. 
Italian correspondents will be able to understand the 
tables given independently of any knowledge of English. 
lt is compiled on the principle of taking the pound ster- 
ling as unit and reducing shillings and pence to decimals 
of a pound—a system which permits of great simplifica- 
tion and condensation. The price tables range from 3d. 
to £10 for each unit of measurement, and the correspond- 
ing prices at gold parity per metric unit can be read from 
this in each of a number of foreign currencies. A simple 
multiplication by factor in another table gives the price 
at any rate of exchange. The volume is supplemented by 
articles on commercial and financial subjects. 

Report of the Director of the United States Mint, 1920. 
—Published by the Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton. 

This Report includes a report on the production of 
precious metals for the calendar year, 1919, and is supple- 
mented by despatches on currency problems in all parts 
of the world during the years 1919-20. 

Hydro-Electric Development in Ontario.—By FE. B. 
Biggar. Published by the Biggar Press, Ltd., Toronto. 

This is the history of water-power administration under 
the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario. 

State of Parana (Brazil).—By E. Lloyd Rolfe, Secretary 
of the British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo in 
Southern Brazil. 

Printed for private circulation for the benefit of British 
firms trading with Brazil. British firms desiring copy- 
right copies should apply to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. | 
Serbo-Croatian Self-Taught.—Published by E. Marl- 

borough and Co., London. Price: Wrapper 3s. 6d. net., 
cloth 4s. 6d. net. | 

_Orient-Dawn.—No. 1, December, 1920. Edited by A. A. 
Van der Kolk, Buitenzorg, Java. Price 25 eld. per annum. 

This new magazine, which contains commercial and 
general articles in English and Dutch, is to circulate 
throughout the Dutch Kast Indies. British firms trading 
with the East Indies might consider it as an advertising 
medium. One of its aims is to stimulate social and com. 
mercial intercourse between the English and Dutch. 


_ 
— 








RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


; Publications relating to commerce, industry, etc., recently 
issued. To be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, Tmperial 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and Boroughs.  (Post-free 
prices are in parenthesis.) 


Admiralty Handbook :— 

Handbook of Grecee. Vol. I. The Mainland of Old Greeee and certain 
neizhbouring Islands. (11s. 6d.) 

Libya. Handhock of (with Map). (8s. oid. 

Macedonia and Surrounding Territories. 
(7s. 113d. 

Netherland Ii.dia (with Map and Plates). Handbook of. (10s. 8d.) 

Portuguese Nyasaland. Handbook of (with Map and Plates). (5s. 4d.) 

Turkey in Europe (with Map and Plates). Handboof of. (5s. 4id. 

Aeronautics. Report of the Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 1919-26. 
(Cmd. 1120.) (74d.) 

Aeronautical Research Committee. Report on the Materials of Construc- 
tion used in Aircraft and Aircraft Engines. (23.) 

Awards to Inventors. Royal Commission on. (Cmd. 1112.) (2d.) 

Board of Education: 

Illustrated Catalogue of the Collections in the Science Museum, South 
Kensington, with Descriptive and Historical Notes. (is. 2a.) 

Board of Trade. (Fishing.) Regulations relating to the Examinations of 
Skippers and Second Hands of Fishing Boats. (54d.) 

Business Premises. Report from the Select Committee, together with 
the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. 
H.C. 237. (2s. 1134. 

Colonial Reports. Annual. No. 1058. Ashanti. Report for 1919. (Cmd. 
1103-1.) (43d.) 

No. 1059. Bahamas. Report for 1919-20. (Cmd. 1103-2.) (2d.) 
“aa. British Solomon Islands. Report for 1919-20. (Cmd. 1103-3.) 
14 : 

Customs and Excise Form No. 21. (Revised ¢cdition.) (1s. net per quire 
of 48 forms.) (63d.) 

Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908. Table A. (Articles of Association.) 
Reprinted 1921. (4d.) 

Customs. Proclamation, 7th February, 1921, under sec. 8 of the Cuetoms 
and Inland Revenue Act. 1879, and sec. 1 of the Gold and Silver 
(Export Control, ete.) Act. 1920. S.R.0O. 151. (14d.) 

Customs. Order in Council, 7th February, 1921, under sec. 1 of the Fer- 
tilisers (Temporary Control] of Export) Act, 1920. S.RO. 162. (13d.) 
Denartment of Overseas Trade. General Report on the Indnetrial and 
Economie Situation in Germany. December, 1920. (Cmd. 1114.) (10}4.) 
Egypt nan (1921.) Report of the Special Mission to Egypt. (Cmd. 

1131.) (734. 

Electricity (Snpply) Acts, 1882 to 1919. Form of Accounts prescribed by 

the Electricity Commissioners for an Electric Power Supply Company. 


Handbook of (with Map). 


(74. 

Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 19%. Form of Accounts prescribed by 
the Board of Trade for an Tlectric Lighting Company. (Reprinted 
1921.) (1s. 1¢.) ; . 

Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909. Form of Accounts prescribed by the 








Board of Trade for a Loca] Authority. (Reprinted 1921.) (1s. 14d.) 
Explosives, List of Authorised. Ist January, 1921. (7d.) 
Facwry torm No. 24. January, 1921. Memorandum ou Industrial Lead 

Poisoning. (4d.) ; ; 

Fishery Board tor Scotland. Scientific Investigations. 1919. No. 1 Report 
on the Marking Experiments on Piaice, made by the 58.8. ‘“Goldsecker,” 
in the years 1910-13. (With 10 charis.) (30s. 9d.) 

Gas. Order of the Board of Trade, 13th January, 1921, under the Gas 
Regulations Act, 1920, prescribing the Rate of Contribution to the 
Gas Fund tor the year 1921. S8.R.O. 37. (1}d.) 

Geology of Mesopotamia and its Borderlands. (4s. 3id.) 

German East Africa. Handbook of. (7s. 11}d.) 

Handbook of Arabia. Vol. I. General. (10s. 9d.) : 

Handbook of Siberia and Arctic Russia. Vol. I. General. (7s. 11d.) 

His Majesty’s Speech to both Houses of Parliament, delivered on Tuesday, 
February 15, 1921. (1}d.) ; . 

Home Office. Workmen's Compensation Forms :— 

Form No. 1. To be used for Mines only. (3d.) 

Form No. 2. To be ueed for Quarries only. (3d.) 

Form No. 4. To be used for Factories only. (3d.) 

Form No. 5. To be used for Locks, Harbours, Wharves, and Quays 

only. (34d.) ; 

Form No. 6. To be used for Constructional Work only. (341.) 

Form No.7. (a) To be used for Steamships (including Stearn and Motor 

Yachts) only. (3d.) Pe 
Form No.8. (b) To be used for Sailing Vessels (including Sailing Yachts) 
only. (3d.) . 

Imperial Mineral Resourees Bureau. Report on Antimony, 19138-1919, 
(Is. 14d. ; 

Instructions to Surveyors. Circular 1628. February, 1921. Acetylene for 
Lighting Purposes. (1}d.) 

sohasnaticeal caver (Seamen’s Conference, (aa Draft Conventions and 

Recommendations, with an Introduction. ai, ; 
Irish Land Commissioners. Report of the. For the period from April 1, 

1919, to March 31, 1920. (Cmd. 1064.) (Is. 9d.) » | 
London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Act, 1920. Ch, 

elxxii. (is. 1d.) ' . 

Manual of Seamenship. Vol. II. 1909. Reprinted 1920. (9s.) | 

Medical Research Council. Special Report. Series No. 59. A Report on 
the Occurrence of Intestinal Protozoa in the Inhabitants of britain. 
(2s, 2d.) , ‘ 

Medical Research Council. Special Report Ser'es. No. 58. T.N.T. Poison- 
ing and the Fate of T.N.T. in the Animal Body. (3s. 4d.) ‘ 

Merchant Shipping. Ist July, 1914, to 31st December. 1978. ceturn of 
Shipping Casua'ties and Loss of Life, for the period ended 31st December, 
1918. (Cmd. 1089.) (114.) i" 

Meteorolocical Magazine. No. 661. February, 1921. (7d.) 

Mines Order of the Board of Trade, Ist January, 1921, under schedule 

~ 8 to the Coal Mines Act, 1911, prescribing Manner of Testing Horses 

for Glanders before being taken Undergronnd. S.R.O. 42. (134.) 
Mines. Coal Mines Act. The Safety Lamps Order, March 16, 1914. (Re- 

printed 1991.) S.R.O. 345/1914. (2s. 84.) ‘ 

Ministry of Tranenort Railway Statistics No. 12. November, 1920. Ca, 71d.) 

Minictrv of Agriculture and Fisheries. Ceneus of Pedigree Live Stock. 
(Is. 1d. ' . | 

Ministry - Transport. Departmental Committee on Railway Agreements. 
Renort and Appendices. (Cmd. 1132.) (8s. 63d.) 

Ministry of Transport. Report of the Departmental Committee on Rail- 
way Agreements. Minutes of Evidence. (253. 6d.) 

National Expenditure. Reports. with Anpendices, from the Select Com- 
mittee. H.C. 100, 118, 188, 150, 172, 183. 200, 248. (8s 644.) 

National Health Insurance. Interim Report hy the Government Actuary 
upon the Valuation of the Assets and Liabilities of approved Societies 
at 31st December, 1918, showing the summarised results of the Valua- 
tions completed up to 24th December, poe (Cmd, 1130.) (2d.) 

Norway and Sweden. Handbook of. (7s. 113d.) 

Overseas Settlement Committee. Report for the year ended 31st Decem- 
ber. 19290. (Cmd. 1134.) (3d.) 

Peace Handbooks: ie . 
Vol. 14. Dutch and British Possessions. (13s. 034.) 
Vol. 25. Indemnities, Plebiscites, ete. (10s. 1134.) Lo —_ 

Political Conditions in Montenegro. Miscellaneous No. 1 (1921.) (md, 
1123.) (13d.) ’ . Re 

Political Conditions in Montenegro. Further Report. Miscellaneous. , 
9. (1921.) (Cmd. 1124.) (3d.) ar 

Post Omee, Engineering Department Sanaie penne for Workmen. 

W.—D.15. Telephone Testing Equipment. (74d.) . 
wes Technical Pamphlets for Workmen. Magneto Exchanges, 
Non-Multiple Type. (734d.) ; at ae 
P.W.—L.1. Y Seckaniecs Pamphlets for ‘ee “Safety First’ for 

Post Office Engineering Workers. (74.) 

P.W.—H.4. Underground Construction. Part I. Condu'ts. (7d.) | 

P.W.—S.3. Wheatstone System. Morse Keyboard Perforators. (7d.) ‘ 

P.W.—B.L. Elementary Principles of Telegraphy and Systems up 

Morse Duplex. (7d.) _ . a) 

.W.—H.8. Power Circuit Guarding. (/d. oo 
Post Office. The Foreign and Colonia! Pareel Post (Cash-on-Delivery) 
Amendment (No. 6) Warrant, 15th January, 1921. S.R.O. 94. (14d.) 
Post Office. Engineering Department. Technical Instruction. on 
change Testing. Equipment and Procedure at C.B. and Combined C.b. 

and Trunk Exchanges. (2s. 10}4.) 

Post Office. Memorandum on the New Telephone Rates. (Cmd. 1143.) 


(2d.) — 
st Office. Statements of Account showing as regards the Postal, Tele 
aon ond Telephone Services respectively the Income and Expenditure 
during the year ended 3lst March, 1920, ete. _(43d.) _ 
Professional Handbook. Part III. Civil Service, Clerks, Stenographers, 
Typists, Accountants. Governesses, Teachers. (7}d. e 
Public Health and Medical Reports No. 4. Report on the Influenza 0 
1918-19. (11s8.) a a ; 

Southern Rhodesia. Papera relating to the Commission appointed to take 
an uccount of what would have been due to the British South Africa 
Company if the administration of Southern Rhodesia by the Compas 
had been determined on the 3lst March, 1918. Correspondence an 
Report —_ o. oni rn 

Registry of Ships. December, 20. 3d. 

nema upon Openings in Industry suitable for Disabled Bailors ame 
Soldiers. No. III. (Second revision.) Tailoring (Bespoke Individua 
Section.) (3d.) ; 

Reports of Tax Cases. Vol. VI. Part V. Reprinted 1921. (2s. 8d.) 

The Computer’s Handbook (Meteorological Office.) (8s. 73d.) ; 

The Licensing of Civil Aerial Navigators. January, 1921. C.A. Publica- 
tion No. 2. (4d. 

The Roll of the Baronetage. December, 1920. (68. 2d.) 4 

The Royal Commiscion on the Ancient and Historical Monuments and 
Constructions of England. 4th Interim Report. The Ancient Monu 
ments of North-West Essex. (Cmd. 1051.) (113d.) 

The Metropolitan Water Supply, November, 1920. (74.) — 
Treaty Series. 1921. No. 3. Accession of Greece to the Entorneteee 
Copyright Convention sizned at Berlin, November 13, 1908. Decem 

1, 1920. (Cmd. 1118.) (1}4.) 

Treaty Series. 1921. International ie. oh ‘‘e_eeee Signed at 
Paris, January 17, 1912. (Cmd. 1117. 18. ; ; 

Victoria and Albert Museum. List “| Lantern Slides Available for Loan. 
Sold only at the Museum. (5s. $d.) ; 

Victoria and Albert Museum. List of Photographs of Objects im — 
Musenm. Part VIII.—Department of Woodwork. Section B. Fren 
Furniture and Woodwork. List No. 38h. (10341.) 

Wreck Inquiry Report. No. 7,757. S.8. Fleetwood. (444.) 
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Commercial Counsellors, Secretaries, Etc. 


The following is a list of the Commercial Diplomatic Appointments which have been made up to date. It 
must be understood that the list is not final, as certain additional appointments are under consideration. These 
will be announced in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ as soon ag they are made, and the list as printed at 
present will be amended accordingly. Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets. 


EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Counsellor. (Has not yet taken 
up his appointment.) 
A. H. 8S. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.’’) 


BELGIUM. 
R. F. H. Duke, C.B.E., Commercial Secretary, 
8, rue Belliard, Brussels. (‘‘Commintell, Bruxelles.’’) 
B. P. Sullivan, Commercial Secretary, 8, rue Belliard, 
Brussels, (‘‘Commintell, Bruxelles.’’) 


SWITZERLAND. | 
Temporarily vacant. Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Berne. (‘‘Commintell, Berne.’’) 


NETHERLANDS. 
R. V. Laming, 0.B.E., Commercial Secretary, 16, Ketting- 
straat, The Hague. 


DENMARK. 
R. M. Turner, O.B.E., Commerciai Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Copenhagen. (‘‘Commintell, Copenhagen.’’) 


NORWAY. 
©. L. Paus, C.B.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Christiania. : 


SWEDEN. 
H. Kershaw, Commercial Secretary, 3, Hjorthagsvagen, 
Stockholm. (‘‘Commintel], Stockholm.’’) 


GERMANY. 
J. W. F. Thelwall, Commercial Secretary, 5, Pariser 
Platz, Berlin. (‘‘Britcommissar, Berlin.’’) 
H. N. Sturrock, Commercial Secretary, 3, Pariser Platz, 
Berlin. (‘‘Britcommissar, Berlin.’’) 
C. J. Kavanagh, Commercial Secretary, 31, Kaiser 
Friedrich Ufer, Cologne. 


SPAIN. 
Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 
Aleala Galiano 5, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 
8. G. Irving, Commercial Secretary, Alcala Galiano 5, 
Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 


PORTUGAL. 
Geoffrey Salis, Commercial] Secretary, Rua do Alecrim 69, 
Lisbon. (‘‘Commintell, Lisbon.’’) 


ITALY. 
Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Rome. (‘‘Commintell, Rome.’’) 
J. H. Henderson, 0.B.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Rome. (‘‘Commintell, Rome.*’) 


GREECE. 
E. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Athens. (‘‘Commintell, Atlens.’’) 


ROUMANTA. 

A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, 33, Strada General 
Gh. Manu (fosta Verde), Bucharest. (‘‘Commintell, 
Bucharest.’’) 

AUSTRIA. 

0. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 

Legation, Vienna. (‘‘Commintell, Vienna.’’) 


CZECHO-SLOV AKITA. 
R. H. B. Lockhart, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Prague. 


SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 
Captain E. Murray Harvey, 0.B.E., Commercial Secretary, 
H.B.M. Legation, Belgrade. 


HUNGARY. 
R. J. E. Hnmphreys, Commercial Commissioner, 1, 
Disz-ter 7, Budapest. (‘‘Commintell, Budapest.’’) 


POLAND. 
R. E. Kimens, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Warsaw. (‘‘Commintell, Warsaw.’’) 





RUSSIA, Ete. 
R. M. Hodgson, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor. (Now 
at Department of Overseas Trade.) 
J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (On special duty. : 
W. Peters, Commercial Commissioner. (Now at Depart 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 


TURKEY. 

Bs . F Waugh, C.M.G., Acting Commercial Secretary, 
c/o British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 
(‘‘Commintell, Constantinople.’’) 

Captain C. H. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary, 
c/o British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 
(‘Commintell, Constantinople.’’) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


J. J. Broderick, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. (‘‘Commintell, Washington.’’) 

H. C. A. Carpenter, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Washington. (‘‘Commintell, Washington.’’) 


LATIN AMERICA, 
ARGENTINA. 
H, O. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Buenos Aires. (‘‘Commintell, Buenos Aires.’’) 


BRAZIL. 
E. Hambloch, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘Commintell, Rio de Janeiro.’’) 
E. Compton, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘Commintell, Rio de Janceiro.’’) 


CHILE. 
W. F. V. Scott, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Santiago. 
COLOMBIA. 


Lieut.-Colonel G. W. Rhys-Jenkins, Commercial Secretary. 
H.B.M. Legation, Bogota. 


PERU AND ECUADOR. . 
F. W. Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Lima. (‘‘Commintell, Lima.’’) 
URUGUAY. 
Captain Eric C. Buxton, Commercial Secretary. (Has not 
yet taken up his appointment.) 


ASIA. 
CHINA. 

H. H. Fox, C.M.G., F.R.G.S., Commercial Counsellor, 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintel, 
Shanghai.’’) 

H. J. Brett, Commercial Secretary, Commercial Coun- 
seilor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintell, Shanghai.’’) 

C. A. W. Rose, C.1.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
fegation, Peking. (‘‘Commintell, Peking.’’) 


HONGKONG. 
Post temporarily closed. The Commercial Secretary, 
Mr. H. J. Brett, is at present at Shanghai. 


JAPAN. 


EK. T. F. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. (‘‘Commin- 
tell, Yokohama.’’) 

H. A. F. Worne, Commercial Secretary, Commer- 
cial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. (‘‘Commintel?, 
Yokohama.’’) 

NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 

Lieut. H. A. N. Bluett, Commercial Agent. (En route for 
Batavia.) 

PERSIA. 

Post temporarily closed. The Acting Commercial Secretary, 
Major A. Temple, is at present attached to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade. 


Quan 





EGYPT. 


E. H. Mulock, Commercial Agent, The Residency, Cairo, 
Egypt. (‘‘Commintell, Cairo.’’) 
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H.M. Trade Commissioners. 


At HEapQuaRTERS— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

(At present on an official visit to Trinidad. ) 

CanaDa— 

Montreal.—Captain KE. J. Edwards, H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Canada, 248, St. James Street, 
Montreal. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcorn.’’) 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, East Queen 
Street, Toronto. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Toroncom.’’) 
(At present on an official visit to this country.) 

Winnipeg.—Mr. L. B. Beale, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
610, Electric Railway Chambers, Winnipeg. (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Wincom.’’) 

NEWFOUNDLAND— 

Captain E. J. Edwards, H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Canada, 248, St. James Sireet, Montreal. 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom.’’) 

AUSTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia, Commerce House, Flinders 
Street, Melbourne. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit.’’) 

Sydney.—Mr. A. Simpson, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
Royal Exchange Building, 56, Pitt Street, Sydney. 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combritto.’’) 

New ZeaLanp— 

Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner (P.O. Box 369), 11, Grey Street, Wellington. 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Advantage.’’) 





Soutu Arrica— 

Johannesburg.—Mr. W. G. Wickham, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa (P.O. Box 288¥), Gold 
fields Buildings, Klotf Street, Johannesburg. (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘‘Austere.’’) ; 

Cape Town.—Major G. Fetherston, D.S.O., M.C., H.M. 
Trade Commissioner (P.O. Box 1346), Norwich Union 
Buildings, Cape Town. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere.’’) 

East Arrica—Colonel W. H. Franklin, C.B.E., D.8.0,, 
H.M. Trade Commissioner (P.O. Box 22U), I.B.E.A, 
Buildings, Government Road, Nairobi, Kenya Colony, 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britishers.’’) 

INDIA AND CEYLON— 

Caleutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in India and Ceylon (P.O. Box 
No. 683), Allahabad Bank Buildings, 6, Royal Exchange 
Place, Calcutta. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Tradcom.,”’) 

Bombay.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Trade Com. 
missioner (P.O. Box 683), Allahabad Bank Buildings, 
6, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta (pending opening of 
Bombay Office). 

British West INDIES, ETC.— 

Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
The Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad. (Telegraphio 
address, ‘‘Trincom.’’) 


StrRAIts SETTLEMENTS— 

Singapore.—Major A. F. G. Anderson, H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, Singapore. (Telegraphic address, 
“‘Singcom.’’) 








Imperial Trade 
CaNnaDA— 


Alberta.—Mr. J. B. Sutherland, Lougheed Building, 
Calgary. 
Mr. RK. N. Frith, 525, Tegler Building, Edmonton. 
British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shalleross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 108-113, Yorkshire 
Building, Vancouver. 
New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 162, Prince 
William Street, St. John. 
Nova Scotia.—Mr. FE. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. 
Quebec.—Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 
NeEwFounpLanp.—Ar. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy 
Minister and Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


AusTRALIA— 

Queensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, Nos. 32 and 38, 
Victory Chambers, Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—Mr. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Buildings, 
Grenfell Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—( Vacant.) 

Western Australia.—Mr. Basil L. Murray, 569, Wellington 
Street, Perth. 


New ZEALAND— 
Dunedin.—Vacant. 


Soutn AFrrica— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—Mr. W. R. Fryer, Library Buildings, 
Main Street, Port Elizabeth. 

Mr. W. Crawford Mackenzie, Union Street, East 
London. 

Natal Province.-Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Rhodesia.—Mr. I". Fisher, Customs Buildings, Bulawayo. 





Honorary Trade Correspondents. 


AUSTRALIA— 
Papua.—The Government Secretary, Port Moresby. 


Soutn AFrrica—- 
Basutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis- 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 
West Arrica— 
Gambia.—The Receiver-General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 





Correspondents. 


Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 

Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, I'reetown. 

Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Cameroons 
Province. 


East Arrica— 
Kenya Protectorate.—The Chief of Customs, Mombasa. 
Tanganyika Territory (formerly German East Africa).— 
Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroller of Customs, Dar-es- 
Saiaam. 
Nyasaland.—The Comptroller of Customs, Port Herald. 


East InpIES— 
British North Borneo.—The Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Labuan.—-The Resident, Labuan. 
Federated Malay States.—The Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 


West InprEs— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown. 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Comptroller of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat. 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.—The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
BermMupa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
British Gurana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 
British Honpuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 
BritisH Soromon Istanns Protectorate.—Mr. F. E. John- 
son, Treasurer and Collector of Customs, Tulagi. 
Cyprus.—The Chief Controller of Customs and _ Excise, 
Larnaca. 
FaLktanp Istanps.—The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 
Fr31.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 
GipraLtTar.—The Colonial Secretary, Gibraltar. 
Matta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivs.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Herena.—Mr. A. Hands, St. Helena. 
Srycne.trs.—The Clerk to the Governor, Seychelles. 


ZANzIrar.—The Chief of Customs, Zanzibar. 

















